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The  great  pensions  revolution 


Tories  trumpet 
their  big  idea 


David  Brin  die 
and  Michael  White 


THE  search  for  a 
big  idea  to  kick- 
start  the  Conser- 
vatives’ election 
bandwagon  yes- 
terday yielded  au- 
dacious plans  for  the  phasing- 
out  of  the  state  pension  and 
its  replacement  by  compul- 
sory private  pension  foods. 

Although  die  surprise  move 
left  Labour  wrong-footed, 
there  were  last  night  growing 
doubts  about  the  sums  under- 
pinning the  scheme  and  its  af- 
fordability over  a transition 


period  of  at  least  40  years,  i 
There  was  also  scepticism  i 
as  to  whether  the  plan.  Basic 
Pension  Plus,  would  fire  vot- 
ers’ imagination  as  ministers 
hope  much  as  have  the  growth 
of  home  and  share  ownership. 

Mervyn  Kohler,  head  of 
public  affairs  for  the  charity 
Help  The  Aged,  warned: 
"Under  this  proposal,  a poor 
worker  will  progress  to  being 
a poor  pensioner.  There  are 
over  3 million  people  for 
whom  Basic  Pension  Plus 
would  be  a guarantee  of  pov- 
erty in  old  age.” 

It  was  a telling  reflection  of 
bow  far  expectations  of  the 
welfare  state  have  fliwUnighod 


a?*™ 
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that  reaction  to  the  govern- 
ment plan  focused  less  on  its 
privatisation  implications, 
more  on  its  costings. 

Under  the  scheme,  which 
would  not  start  before  the  last 


days  of  another  Tory  term, 
people  then  under  age  25 
would  lose  entitlement  to  the 
state  pension  and  start  to  pay 
into  private  funds  by  means 
of  rebates  on  their  National 
Insurance  contributions . 

According  to  official  calcu- 
lations, a person  on  average 
earnings  would  build  up  an 
investment  fond  — in  effect,  a 
compulsory  PEP  — sufficient 
to  pay  a pension  of  £175  a 
week  in  today’s  money. 

While  the  value  of  funds 
would  fluctuate  with  the 
stock  market,  the  Govern- 
ment would  underwrite  the 
scheme  by  guaranteeing  a 
weekly  payment  equivalent  to 
the  value  of  the  present  basic 
state  pension  (£62.45),  uprated 
by  prices. 

Older  people  would  be  unaf- 
fected by  the  changes.  Over  a 
generation,  however,  the  ef- 
fect would  be  to  transform  the 
state  pension  scheme  from  a 
pay-as-you-go  system  to  one 


that  was  folly  fonded.  Eventu- 
ally it  would  cut  public  spend- 
ing by  £40  billion  net. 

John  Major,  unveiling  foe 
plans  at  a Downing  Street 
press  conference,  said  they 
anvMintod  to  the  most  funda- 
mental “enhancement”  of  foe 
state  pension  scheme  since  its 
introduction.  “My  aim  is  to 
ensure  that  all  of  the  younger 
generation  can  look  forward 
to  the  benefits  and  security  of 
a pension  fund  built  up  in 
their  own  name.” 

He  added:  “There  is  no 
question  of  privatisation  in 
foe  sense  of  putting  people  on 
the  market  so  that  they  might 
have  a pension  or  not” 

To  the  surprise  of  some 
MPs  and  observers.  Mr  Major 
and  Peter  Lilley,  the  Social 
Security  Secretary,  presented 
the  scheme  on  government 
property  but  against  a Tory- 
blue  backdrop.  There  was  no 
Commons  statement  at  which 
costings  could  be  challenged. 


Tory  officials  later  stressed 
♦hat  foe  formula  had  been  ap- 
proved by  Sir  Robin  Butler, 
the  Cabinet  Secretary. 

Labour  denounced  foe  blue- 
print as  a reckless  leap  in  foe 
dark,  which  would  create  un- 
certainty and  eventually  cost 
£7  billion  a year.  Gordon 
Brown,  foe  Shadow  Chancel- 
lor, said  it  would  mean 
"higher  taxes  for  everyone”. 

Liz  Lynne,  Liberal  Demo- 
crat spokeswoman  on  social 
security,  said:  "The  Govern- 
ment’s proposals  go  too  far  In 
putting  people's  future  pen- 
sions in  private  hands.” 

Tory  officials  emphasised 
the  importance  of  foe  state 
guarantee  and,  cm  affordabi- 
lity, said  the  pending  equal- 
isation of  the  pension  age  at 
age  65  would  save  £6  billion; 
modification  of  the  existing 
Serps  earnings-related 
scheme  would  save  £7  billion; 
and  a further  £8  billion  would 
come  from  plans,  also  an- 


nounced yesterday,  to  make 
all  pension  contributions  tax- 
able by  the  next  generation, 
while  all  pensions  became 
tax-free.  Pensions  experts 
voiced  fears  that  this  move 
would  deter  people  from  mak- 
ing additional  voluntary  pen- 
sion contributions. 

Experts  also  questioned  the 
basis  of  the  Government’s  fig- 
ures. One  analysis  suggested 
they  bad  been  premised  on  an 
“optimistic”  rather  than 
“normal”  range  of  costs  for 
the  proposed  funds. 

Instead  of  an  invested  £9 
rebate  yielding  a £63  pension, 
as  set  out  in  the  plan,  foe 
analysis  indicated  it  could 
produce  only  £45. 

There  was  a cautious 
welcome  from  foe  charity  Age 
Concern. 

Sally  Greengross.  its  direc- 
tor, said  that  while  important 
questions  remained  to  be 
answered,  foe  scheme  “ap- 
pears to  offer  additional  secu- 


rity  for  people  in  the  future". 

Pension  plan  with  uncertain 
future,  page  S;  Leader 
comment,  page  8;  State  of 
insecurity,  page  9 


Police  overpower 
nuclear  protesters 


&?■ , 


Riot  poMce  arrest  a demonstrator  in  Gorieben  yesterday,  as  a cargo  of  spentnudear  fuel  was  forced  through  mass  protests 


Ian  Traynor  (n  Gorieben 


Thousands  of  Ger- 
man riot  police,  oper- 
ating at  a snail's  pace, 
bludgeoned  their  war 
through  to  this  northern  vil- 
lage yesterday  against  mass 
resistance,  wielding  water 
rannnn  wnri  truncheons  to 
force  through  a controversial 
convoy  of  six  containers  of 
nuclear  waste  to  the  Gorieben 
storage  site. 

More  than  100  protesters 
were  injured  as  the  huge 
police  force  trained  water 
cannon  on  thousands  of  en- 
camped demonstrators  block- 
ing foe  convoy's  route. 

More  were  hurt  when  a 
hard  core  of  several  hundred 
young  militants  emerged 
from  the  forests  to  throw 
stones  and  petrol  bombs  at 
the  security  units  deployed  in 
overwhelming  force  from  all 
over  Germany. 

More  than  10.000  protesters 
have  turned  Gorieben  into  foe 
focus  of  a revived  national 
anti-nuclear  campaign.  The 
arrival  of  foe  six  containers 
of  spent  fuel  capped  a week- 
long  showdown  between  foe 
police  and  protesters. 

Although  foe  government- 
ordered  show  of  force  pre- 
vailed. as  was  always  likely, 
protest  organisers  were  cock- 
a-hoop  that  they  were  win- 
ning foe  argument  about  nu- 
clear energy  and  had  put  the 
government  on  the  defensive 
against  a mainly  peaceful  pro- 
test  in AfTOTT^PTit- 
“We’D  see.  This  wffl  be  the 
last  shipment  to  Gorieben. 
They  can’t  afford  to  do  this 
every  year,”  said  one 
demonstrator. 

Yesterday’s  convoy  was  the 
third  shipment  in  three  years 
to  Gorlehen’s  medium-term 
nuclear  storage  site,  and  the 
biggest  yet  The  government 
intends  to  make  no  such  de- 
liveries in  the  years  ahead. 
“We  survived  it  again.” 


said  a shopkeeper  12  miles 
away  in  Dannenberg,  where 
foe  nuclear  load  was  trans- 
ferred from  rail  to  lorry  for 
the  last  leg  of  the  five-day 
journey  from  southern  Ger- 
~many  and  France.  “Let’s  hope 
this  is  foe  last.  We’re  not  put- 
ting up  with  this  every  year." 


This  will  be  the 
last  shipment  to 
Gorieben.  They 
can’t  afford  to  do 
this  every  year5 

Units  of  the  30.000-strong 
police  operation,  the  biggest 
and  most  expensive  ever 
mounted  in  peacetime  in  Ger- 
many, arrived  in  the  towns 
and  villages  around  Gorieben 
a week  ago  as  anti-nuclear  ac- 
tivists converged  to  set  up 


camps  and  bone  their  sabo- 
tage skills. 

About  200  schoolchildren 
took  to  foe  streets  of  nearby 
Luchow  yesterday  to  protest. 
Just  after  they  returned  to 
their  classrooms,  179  police 
vehicles  rumbled  through  foe 
smalltown. 

The  protesters  blocked 
most  access  routes  to  Gorie- 
ben from  the  railhead  at  Dan- 
nenberg, tunnelled  roads  to 
make  them  impassable,  and 
besieged  foe  railway  station. 
The  protesters’  tactics,  aimed 
at  turning  public  opinion 
against  the  Gorieben  site  and 
nuclear  energy  generally,  ap- 
pear to  be  succeeding. 

The  government’s  heavy- 
handed  response  has  back- 
fired and  the  result  has  been 
to  jumpstart  a renewed  de- 
bate on  nuclear  energy  and  to 
trigger  a political  row  be- 
tween the  rival  parties  in 
Bonn. 


KATE  ATKINSON 


One  word  and  you’re  out  — dealing  with  kids  US  style 


Richard  Thomas 
tn  Washington 

FOR.  children  of  all  ages 
— ■ ’ even  grown-up 
Hollywood  ones 
making  a hand  or  foot  un- 
print In  wet  concrete  has 
long  been  an  innocent 
game.  Or  so  Jeremy  Ander- 
son, aged-  nine,  thought 
when  lie  scored  bis  name 
on  a new  pavement  on  ins 


way  home  from  school  in. 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,-  last 
November.  . 

Bat  after  being  picked  up 
by  police  on  another  jour- 
ney home,  searched  and 

then  thrown  in  a state  jail 
holding  pen  with  17-yeai> 
i old  felons  while  his  mother 
fretted  at  home.  Jeremy 
has  learnt  first-hand  about 
i zero  crime  tolerance. 

While  the  nation  watches 
the  trial  of  alleged  Okla- 


Britain 


homa  bomber  Timothy 
McVeigh,  and  BUI  Clinton 
j enacts  new  gun  controls  in 
I the  wake  of  last  month’s 
shooting  at  the  Empire 
, state  Building.  Nevada 

| police  are  taking  their  fight 

to  the  primary  school. 

The  state  — which  is 
| allowed  to  arrest  children 
! over  the  age  of  eight  — in- 
sists Jeremy  Is  guilty  of  ma- 
Hdous  damage  to  property 
worth  more  than  $5,000 


World  News 


(£3,100).  He  says  the  work- 
men allowed  him  and  his 
friends  to  leave  their 
marks. 

“The  man  said  I could,  so 
I did,”  Jeremy  said  after 
his  lawyer,  -Robert  Kos- 
sack,  filed  a not-guihy  plea 
on  Tuesday.  His  co-conspir- 
ators  escaped  the  law  be- 
cause they  had  not  passed 
their  eighth  birthday. 

Jeremy's  mother,  Bar- 
bara Anderson,  said  she 


Finance 


i had  received  a call  from  the 
construction  company  de- 
manding $11,000  to  reset 
i the  pavement.  She  refused, 
and  thought  nothing  more 
about  the  matter  until  Jer- 
emy failed  to  come  home  on 
January  28.  When  she  rang 
the  school  she  was  tidd  her 
son  had  been  bundled  into  a 
squad  car. 

“That’s  a lot  of  horrible  ■ 
mental  anguish  to  subject  a 
mother  to.”  said  Mr  Kos- 


sack-  He  said  state  prosecu- 
tors would  have  to  prove 
that  Jeremy  had  acted  with 
malice  aforethought.  “That 
won’t  be  easy.”  he  said.  Jer- 
emy has  been  awarded 
school  prizes  for  good 
citizenship. 

Mrs  Anderson  was  ap- 
palled at  the  authorities’ 
zeaL  “It’s  outrageous.”  she 
said.  “The  charge  is  ludi- 
crous. The  whole  thing  has 
been  mishandled.” 
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Talking  dirty  on 
the  back  bench 


Simon  Hoggart 


NO  fewer  than  seven 
Labour  women  sat  in 
line  along  the  backmost 
bench.  They  seemed  huddled 
together  for  security,  as  if  ata 
party  and  about  to  begin  danc- 
ing round  their  handbags, 
half- hoping,  half-fearing  that 
some  of  the  spotty  louts  oppo- 
site might  dare  join  them. 

David  Evans,  the  Tory  MP 
for  Hatfield,  was  not  present 
Nevertheless  he  was  nearby. 
He  had  spent  much  of  the 
afternoon  apologising  for  the 
remarkable  remarks  he  made 
to  schoolchildren  In  his  con- 
stituency. He  apologised  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  to  the  Chief 
Whip,  and  was  even  seen  hav- 
ing a word  with  the  Speaker, 
one  of  the  few  parliamentari- 
ans for  whom  he  had  not  had  a 
harsh  word. 

The  previous  night  he  had 
sent  what  she  called  a “very 
gallant  and  elegant”  apology 
to  Virginia  Bottomley,  though 
how  you  apologise  elegantly 

to  someone  you  have  de- 
scribed as  “dead  from  the 
neck  upwards ...  in  the  Cabi- 
net simply  because  she’s  a 
woman",  1 do  not  know. 

Did  he  claim  that  he  was 
misquoted?  '1  really  meant  to 
say  you  were  ‘dead  gorgeous1 
from  the  neck  upward”,  or ‘T 
said  you  were  only  in  the  Cab- 
inet because  you  were  a wom- 
an — a woman  of  rare  and 
cherlshable  talents.”? 

How  did  he  cringe  to  the 
Prime  Minister?  "When  I said 
you  were  vindictive  and  not 
forgiving,  well,  you  know 
what  it's  like  when  you're 
withabunchofschoolkids, 
you've  had  a few  Tangos  and  a 
Hob-nob,  the  tape  recorder 
seems  miles  away — well, 
inches  away — don't  need  to 
draw  a picture,  narramean? 
...aony.” 

No  doubt  Mr  Major  con- 
soled him,  reminding  Mr 
Evans  of  the  amusing  way  he 
himself  bad  poured  scorn  on 
so  many  of  his  colleagues  via 
tape  recorders:  "bastards . . . 
flapping  of  white  coats. . 


Review 


“Could  happen  to  anyone, 
David  old  man,  anyone  at  all. 
Now  put  your  mind  at  ease 
while  1 phone  your  constitu- 
ency chairman  and  tell  him 
that  If  he  doesn't  get  rid  of  you 
now  he  can  kiss  goodbye  to  his 

MBS.” 

Alice  Mahon  rose  on  a point 
of  order  and  declared  that  Mr 
Evans  had  “maligned  women 
in  general,  had  been  particu- 
larly insulting  to  woman  MPs, 
and  has  brought  this  House 
into  disrepute.  Is  there  a com- 
mittee to  which  this  could  be 
referred?” 

The  Speaker  said  there 
wasn't  “1  am  not  responsible 
for  speeches  made  outside  this 
House.  I have  enough  to  do 
keeping  my  ears  open  to  what 
is  said  inside.” 

This  is  largely  true,  though 
the  Speaker  can  act  against  a 
Member  who  does  bring  the 
old  place  into  disrepute.  Per- 
haps Mr  Evans's  silver  tongue 
had  worked  its  magic  once 

ngyiln 

The  sisterhood  stirred  col- 
lectively and  uneasily.  Au- 
drey Wise  asked  whether,  if 
the  Prime  Minister  wanted  to 
make  a statement  about  the 
"disreputable  remarks  of  his 
honourable  friend",  time 
would  be  made  available- 

Betty  said  that  it  would.  She 
was  tor  too  courteous  to  point 
out  that  Mr  Major  was 
roughly  as  likely  to  ask  for 
parliamentary  time  to  deliver 
a stripogram  to  Mrs  Wise.  But 
that  was  never  the  point  The 
girls  were  just  enjoying  talk- 
ing dirty. 

So  was  David  Wlnnick,  who 
stood  np  to  say  that  he  did  not 
want  to  talk  about  Mr  Evans. 
"My  point  of  order  Is  not  about 
the  racist  and  sexist  lout 
whose  utterances  disgrace 
this  House,"  he  began.  Per- 
haps significantly,  none  of  Mr 
Evans's  colleagues  demanded 
a retraction  of  this,  though  it 
would  pain  them  to  agree  with 
Mr  Win  nick  about  anything. 

When  will  this  end?  “Mad- 
am Speaker,  I rise  to  move 
Second  Reading  of  the  Miscel- 
laneous Provisions  BfH,  and 
not  to  discuss  the  loathsome, 
pustular  (but — gnash  gnash 
— honourable)  Member  tor 
Welwyn  whose  odious  form  Is 
St  only  to  provide  emergency 
rations  for  rats  and  worms.” 

“Point  of  order.  Madam 
Speaker!  Is  it  in  order  for  the 
honourable  gentleman  to  be 
so  sycophantic  towards  the 
disgusting,  boil-covered, 
brain-spavined  cretin. . 


Spinning  humans 
into  alien  forms 


Judith  Mackrell 


Decodex 

Woking 

IN  the  1920s.  there  was  a 
whacky  Bauhaus  choreog- 
rapher called  Oscar 
Schlemmer  who  bated  the 
idea  of  his  dances  getting  clut- 
tered up  with  people.  In  pur- 
suit of  his  desire  to  see  pure 
shapes,  patterns  and  colours 
moving  around  the  stage  he 
put  his  performers  in  cos- 
tumes that  virtually  obliter- 
ated their  human  form. 

Not  surprisingly  Schlera- 
mer's  choreography  has  not 
survived,  but  there  remains  a 
direct  line  between  his  Ideas 
and  the  work  of  today's  cult 
French  choreographer  Phi- 
lippe Decoufle.  whose  latest 
show.  Decodex,  ends  Its  world 
tour  at  Woking  Dance  Um- 
brella this  week. 

In  France,  Decodes,  with 
just  nine  dancers,  three  musi- 
cians and  an  angel  in  pink  fur, 
has  become  the  kind  of  obses- 
sion that  Riverdance  is  here. 

Like  Schlemmer,  Decoufle 
is  fixated  on  the  ways  in  which 
human  bodies  can  be  trans- 
formed into  alien  forms.  So,  to 
Decodes,  the  dancers  come  on 
stage  with  huge  probosces 
waving  from  their  arms  and 
waist  They  look  like  neither 
fish  nor  fowl,  man  nor  beast 
but  strange  creatures  sprung 
from  the  fantastical  menag- 
erie of  their  creator's 
imagination. 

The  costumes  and  optical 
tricks  alone  are  worth  an  eve- 
ning out.  There  is  the  knight 
in  armour  whose  helmet  is 
fashioned  in  the  shape  of  a 
towering  torso  and  head  — 
turning  him  into  a 10-foot 
giant.  There  is  a duet  per- 


formed with  some  Clever  mir- 
rors that  allow  the  dancers  to 
appear  and  disappear  mid- 
move.  There  Is  a trio  of  dan- 
cers whose  arms  are  encased 
in  giant  suction  tubes,  gently 
expanding  and  contracting 
like  the  suckers  of  some  mon- 
strous sea  creature. 

But  the  show  is  not  just  a 
catwalk  for  clever  visuals,  for 
DecouflG  uses  his  designer’s 
ideas  to  create  magical,  exag- 
gerated dance  and  images  of 
movement  that  the  body  could 
not  manage  solo.  The  dancer 
with  the  proboscis  undulating 
from  his  waist  spins  through  a 
string  of  turns  and  we  see  him 
transformed  Into  a kind  of 
Catherine  wheel  surrounded 
by  extra  rings  of  motion.  The 
man  with  a rubbery  antenna 
waving  from  his  head  ripples 
a long  lazy  undulation 
through  his  spine  and  the 
movement  continues  in  an  ele- 
gant wave  up  the  l&gth  of  the 
rubber — as  if  his  vertebrae 
continued  for  three  or  four 
feet. 

As  the  show  progresses  De- 
coufle starts  to  show  us  more 
of  his  dancers  unencumbered 
by  costumes  and  special  ef- 
fects— the  idea  being  that  the 
ordinary  human  body  is 
equally  capable  of  wonders. 
Certainly  a ballerina  whip- 
ping through  her  32  fbuettes 
becomes  a magical  abstract  of 
turning  power. 

But  though  Decoufl£  creates 
a couple  of  memorable  move- 
ment images,  his  choreogra- 
phy rarely  achieves  the  scale, 
the  sophistication  and  the  art- 
fulness of  the  special  effects. 

That  said,  the  show  moves 
so  fast  its  tricks  are  so  magi- 
cal, and  its  motives  so  purely 
ngaging  that  to  quibble  is  to 


resist  the  central  fact  that  it 
makes  children  of  us  alL 


Trio  get  life  for  gay  murder 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 


THREE  youths  who 
■ stamped  a 64-year -old  ho- 
mosexual to  death  and  left  an- 
other man  brain-damaged 
and  unable  to  walk  during  a 
sadistic  late  night  attack  In  a 
city  centre  park  were  yester- 
day convicted  after  a six-day 
trial,  and  sentenced  to  life 
imprisonment. 

Roberto  Pace  and  Richard 
Bownes,  both  19.  and  Stuart 


Smith,  who  is  now  20,  at- 
tacked Terry  Sweet  and  Ber- 
nard Hawken  in  Plymouth 
Central  Park  in  November 
1995  after  spending  the  eve- 
ning drinking  wine  and  smok- 
ing cannabis. 

The  young  men,  whose 
parents  wept  as  the  verdicts 
were  returned,  had  also  taken 
vallum  and  inhaled  butane 
gas  before  setting  out  for  the 
park,  a well-known  meeting 
place  of  the  city’s 
homosexuals. 


Local  Tory  party  backs  Evans  after  he  apologises  to  PM  and  Bottomley,  but  not.to  his  Labour  riv&l 

M^jor  damns  maverick  MP 


Rebecca  Swlttws 
Political  Correspondent 


THE  Prime  Minister 
yesterday  unreserv- 
edly condemned  in- 
sulting remarks 
made  by  the  maver- 
ick Conservative  MP,  David 
Evans,  whose  Welwyn  and 
Hatfield  constituency  organi- 
sation rallied  to  his  support 
tmii  endorsed  him  as  "an  ex- 
cellent constituency  MP". 

Mr  Evans  prompted  a polit- 
ical storm  when  he  attacked 
Melanie  Johnson,  his  Labour 
opponent,  as  a “single  girl*' 
with  “three  bastard  chil- 
dren", while  also  strongly 
criticising  John  Major  and 
the  Heritage  Secretary,  Vir- 
ginia Bottomley. 


Yesterday  morning  he  apol- 
ogised, saying  the  comments 


reported  bad  been  taken  out 
of  context  “After  due  consid- 
eration, I regret  some  of  the 
things  I said  and  I apologise 
to  the  Prime  Minister  and  to 
others  for  any  embarrass- 
ment or  offence  which  may 
have  been  caused.”  he  said. 

But,  asked  at  the  Downing 
Street  press  conference  to 
launch  the  Government's  new 
pensions  strategy  whether  he 
condemned  Mr  Evans’s  com- 
ments “unreservedly  and  in 
their  totality”,  Mr  Major  said 
firmly:  "Yes.” 

Questioned  by  sixth- 
formers  in  his  constituency 
about  his  chances  at  the  elec- 
tion, Mr  Evans  said  of  Miss 
Johnson,  a schools  inspector 
and  magistrate:  “She’s  a 


single  girl,  lives  with  her  boy- 
friend, three  bastard  chil- 
dren, lives  in  Cambridge, 
never  done  a proper  job.” 

Of  John  Major,  he  said:  “1 
find  him  vindictive  and  not 
forgiving". 

And  on  women  in  politics, 
he  said:  “. . . so  then  women 
get  promoted,  like  Virginia 
Bottomley,  who’s  dead  from 
the  neck  upwards,  right?” 
Mrs  Bottomley  accepted  what 
she  described  as  “a  very  gal- 
lant and  elegant  apology” 
from  Mr  Evans.  No  apology 
was  forthcoming  for  Ms  John- 
son and  her  children. 

While  hoping  that  Mr  Ma- 
jor’s put-down  and  Mr  Ev- 
ans's apology  would  put  the 
lid  on  the  controversy.  Con- 
servative Party  managers  had 
to  admit  it  was  the  responsi- 


Baker  gets  red  card 
after  bust-up  on  air 


Andrew  Culf 
Mocflo  Correspondent 


DANNY  Baker’s  football 
phone-in  came  to  the  end  of 
the  line  yesterday,  after  the 
BBC  described  the  insults  he 
hurled  at  callers 
intolerable. 

The  controversial  presenter 
— a friend  of  Chris  Evans,  an- 
other broadcaster  the  BBC 
found  too  hot  to  hmirfia  — had 
been  involved  in  a ferocious 
on-air  bust-up  with  his  pro- 
ducer on  what  proved  his 
final  show. 

The  Baker  Line,  broadcast 
on  Radio  5 Live  after  Wednes- 
day night  soccer  commen- 
taries, was  the  radio  equiva- 
lent of  a fanzine,  with  Baker, 
aged  39,  a Millwall  supporter 
from  south-east  London,  pre- 
senting a terrace-eye  view. 

But  abuse  directed  at  listen- 
ers last  Wednesday  — after  a 
series  of  warnings  over  the 
past  six  months  — led  to  Tony 
Hall,  the  chief  executive  of 
BBC  News,  and  Roger  Mosey. 
Radio  5 Live’s  controller, 
stripping  him  of  the  show. 
Baker  quit  his  Saturday 
lunchtime  show  Baker  and 
Kelly  Upfront  to  protest 
Mr  Etell  said:  “This  wasn't 
the  first  occasion  when  he 
crossed  the  dividing  line  be- 
tween being  lively,  humorous 
or  controversial  and  being  in- 
sulting to  the  audience.  This 
is  something  we  cannot 
tolerate.” 

A BBC  spokesman  said  the 
decision  was  taken  after 
Baker  bad  been  rude  to  call- 
ers and  encouraged  unaccept- 
able behaviour  towards  foot- 
ball referee  Mike  Reed,  who 
awarded  Chelsea  a disputed 
penalty  against  Leicester  in 
the  FA  Cup. 

BBC  insiders  said  the 
show's  producer,  Keith  Bun- 
ker, had  had  a furious  con- 
frontation with  Baker  after 
the  show.  The  presenter  bad 
castigated  him  on  air  for  put- 
ting through  “smart  arse” 
callers,  and  had  demanded 
his  old  producer  back. 

Baker  also  criticised  the 
BBC  for  playing  safe  to  Its 
sports  policy  and  being  ob- 
sessed with  impartiality  and 
balance. 

He  had  persistently  criti- 
cised Radio  5 Live's  commen- 
tators Trevor  Brooking  and 
Alan  Green,  and  David  MeUor, 
his  successor  on  Saturday 
night’s  Six-O-Six  phone-in. 

Complaints  had  come  from 
Arthur  Smith  of  the  Referees' 
Association,  who  accused 
Baker  of  causing  a lot  of  hurt 
to  referees  by  wishing  death 
and.  illness  on  them. 


He  was  forced  to  apologise 
when  police  protested  at  his 
advice  to  Tottenham  support- 
ers to  throw  their  pro- 
grammes on  to  the  pitch,  and 
he  had  to  withdraw  a libel- 
lous allegation  that  Mill  wall’s 
rhairman  wag  “bent”. 

Mr  Mosey  told  Radio  5 
Live’s  The  Magazine:  “I 
wouldn't  like  to  quantify  the 
number  of  warnings  he  has 
had,  but  they  do  go  bade  aver 

a number  of  months. 

“We  don't  want  bland,  ano- 
dyne broadcasting.  On  the 
other  hand  we  have  standards 
which  have  to  be  maintained. 
Quotes  about  referees  like 
most  erf  them  need  a good 
slap  about  the  fees'  are  just 
unacceptable.” 

Baker  said  he  was  sanguine 
about  his  departure  and 
vowed  to  return  with  a simi- 
lar programme  for  another 

Parting  shots 

Extracts  from  the  final  edition 
Of  The  Baker  Line  on  Radio  5 
Live  on  February  26.  Itfol- 
loioed  referee  Mike  Reed's  con- 
troversial late  penalty  that  put 
Leicester  City  outef  the  FA  Cup 
against  Chelsea. 

“I  hope  any  hacks  out  there 
do  their  job  and  hope  Radio  5 
does  its  job  and  would  door- 
step this  man  like  he  was  a 

member  of  Oasis It’s  a 

shame  if  s got  to  be  you,  hut 
you’re  the  one,  you’re  going 
to  be  the  sacrificial  lamb. 
We’re  going  to  make  you  res- 
ponsible for  all  the  bad  deci- 
sions there  have  ever  been 
...Mr  Mike  Reed  you  are 
going  to  be  the  sacrificial 
lamb  'cos  what  yon  did 
tonight  was  dangerous, 
wrong. . .and  it  was  a 
scandal.” 


station  in  the  near  future. 

Last  night  Tfelk  Radio  UK 
said  It  was  in  talks  with  Bak- 
er's agent  “He  made  the  ap- 
proach to  us  a few  weeks  ago 
and  negotiations  are  now 
being  progressed  quite 
swiftly,"  a source  said. 

Baker  said:  “The  funny 
thing  is  I didn’t  get  any  warn- 
ings, they  just  called  me  and 
mattered  on  about  review 
bodies  and  complaints  and 
that  was  that  Tm  not  really 
surprised,  it  was  becoming  in 
creasingly  nHfimtt  for  the 
BBC  to  keep  on  with  the  kind 
at  live  wire  programme 

present” 

Radio  5 Live  announced 
that  Dominfk  Diamond,  the 
presenter  of  the  quiz  Sports- 
call,  would  take  over  the 
Wednesday  night  slot 


“I  would  ask  all  football 
supporters  where  he’s  play- 
ing on  Saturday,  barrack 
him  on  behalf  of  everyone 
else ...  really  get  on  his 
back  and  whenever  he 
comes  by  use  words  like 
fraud,  you’re  no  good,  and 
you  were  wrong  Mr  Reed.” 

Paddy  from  Newcastle: 
*Tve  never  heard  such  a 
load  of  crap  tn  all  my  life. 
Get  yourself  calmed  down, 
man-** 

Baker:  “Lose  him,  lose  hfrn, 
lose  him.  I can’t  believe 
people  come  to  a show  and 
say  what  are  you  getting 
yourself  op  about  Oh,  he’s 
a referee?  Get  rid  of  him 
anyway,  get  rid  of  him.  No, 
no,  don’t  bring  him  back.  I 
don’t  have  referees  on  this 
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[ show,  Keith  [Bunker,  pro- 
ducer]. It’s  a football  sup- 
porters’ programme.  Pm 
not  interested  in  keeping 
some  kind  afbalanced  argu- 
ment 

Brian  from  Inverness:  "I 
just  wondered  if  yon  get 
tired  of  the  sound  of  your 
voice?" 

Baker:  “No  never.  It’s  an 
hour-long  show.  If  s on  the 
radio,  there  are  other 
stations.  If  yon  don’t  like  it, 
go  away.” 

Brian:  “Shut  up  a minute 
. . .Yes,  the  referee  did  get  it 
wrong,  bat  no  game  is  ever 
decided  on  one  incident." 
Baker:  “That  was.” 

Brian:  “Shut  up,  shut  up." 
Baker:  “No,  no.  no.  no, 
Keith,  Keith,  Keith,  will  yon 
take  him  off?  What  is  the 
matter  with  you  in  there 
[control  room]?  Pm  nota 
confrontational  shock-jock. 
I don’t  want  people  coming 
through  saying  shut  up, 
shut  up.  We’ve  got  an  inter- 
esting show  going  here. 
What  are  you  doing?  Jesus, 
God. . . Will  you  stop  put- 
ting through  calls  that  are 
just  from  smart  arses  who 
want  to  be  contrary.  Give 
me  back  my  old  producer 
someone. . . . Something  im- 
portant in  football  has  hap- 
pened tonight  and  as  usual 
Radio  5 and  the  BBC  just 
want  to  sit  on  the  fence  and 
say  let’s  give  the  other  point 
of  view  in  case  my  bosses 
come  down  on  me ...  Pm 
getting  less  worried  about 
the  FA  and  more  worried 
about  the  BBC  to  tell  you 
the  absolute  truth.” 


Crisis  for  Franco-Belgian  relations  as 
Renault  plans  to  axe  plant  and  3,000 Jobs 


Stephen  Bates 

and  David  Gow  In  Brussels 


THE  French  car  giant 
Renault  last  night  rame 
under  intense  political  pres- 
sure to  rethink  plana  to  close 
its  plant  to  Belgium,  aving 
more  than  3,000  jobs, 
following  unprecedented  in- 
terventions from  the  Belgian 
king,  the  French  president 
and  the  European  Commis- 
sion president 
Alain  Juppe,  the  French 
prime  minister,  summoned 
Louis  Schwelzer,  Renault's 
chairman,  to  an  emergency 
meeting  in  Paris  as  Franco- 
Belgian  relations  reached  cri- 
sis point  and  the  Belgian  au- 
thorities began  a concerted 
boycott  of  the  car  firm. 

In  a remarkable  interven- 
tion for  a monarch.  King  Al- 
bert expressed  his  great  con- 
cern over  the  closure  plans 
when  he  raised  the  issue  at  a 
meeting  with  the  European 
Commission  In  Brussels. 


President  Jacques  Chirac 
said  in  Paris  that  be  was 
“shocked  by  the  method"  of 
Renault's  announcement  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  a view 
echoed  by  Mr  Juppe.  The 
French  government  is  the  car 


firm's  biggest  shareholder 
with  a 46  per  cent  stake. 

Jacques  Santer,  commis- 
sion president,  accused 
Renault  of  breaking  the  spirit 
of  trust  In  Europe  for  fa  fling 
to  consult  workers. 

He  effectively  encouraged 
the  employees  or  their  unions 
to  sue  Renault  through  the 
Belgian  courts  for  felling  to 


give  adequate  warning  of  its 
Intentions  In  what  the  Com- 
mission sees  as  a direct 
breach  of  national  laws  Imple- 
menting European  directives. 

Commissioners  are  worried 
that  their  attempts  to  impose 
Earopean  safeguards  on 
workers’  employment  rights 
are  being  jeopardised  by  a 
European  multi-national. 

Insisting  Europe  was  not 
just  an  economic  project  Mr 
Santer  said:  “Companies  are 
benefitting  from  the  single 


market  and  rightly  demand  it 
should  be  completed  as  swiftly 
as  possible,  hut  there  is  an- 
other side  to  that  To  preserve 
our  European  social  model  an 
must  contribute  to  a feeling  of 
confidence  and  trust1" 


Commissioners  believe  the 
company  is  breaching  two 
key  regulations  now  en- 
shrined in  most  member 
states’  national  laws,  but  ac- 


knowledged they  were  power- 
less to  intervene  directly. 

The  Belgian  federal  and 
Flemish  regional  govern- 
ments have  already  indicated 
they  will  pursue  Renault  le- 
gally, although  the  maximum 
fine  the  company  could  face  is 
less  than  £400,000. 

Renault  wants  to  close  its 
most  productive  plant  at  Vfl- 
vorde  on  the  outskirts  of 
Brussels  and  concentrate  pro- 
duction of  Meganes  and  dies 
In  France  and  Spain,  saving 
about  £80  million  a year.  It  is 
expected  to  declare  1996  losses 
of  £444  minion  later  this 
month.  More  than  2,700  jobs 
are  also  to  go  in  France. 

The  French  government 
backed  away  from  previous 
support  for  Renault  as  protests 
threatened  to  spread  to  France. 

Car  workers  have  occupied 
the  Vilvorde  plant  and  are 
planning  action  at  all  Renault 
plants  in  Europe  tomorrow. 

Renault's  decision  follows  a 
winter  of  job  Losses  in  Belgian 
industry.  It  prompted  the  in- 
terior ministry  to  halt  an 
coder  for  150  police  vehicles 
and  some  local  authorities  to 
cancel  bus  orders. 


bility  of  Mr  Evans’s  constitu- 
ency association  to  decide  bis 
future  as  an  MF.  The  chair- 
man of  Welwyn  Hatfield  Con- 
servative Association.  John 
Dean,  made  its  support  clear. 

“David  Evans  Is  a colourful 
and  outspoken  MP  but  wbat 
is  more  important  is  his  in- 
credible ability  to  stand  up 
for  his  constituents,”  he  said. 

Mr  Evans's  comments  — in 
the  week  of  International 
Women’s  Day  — also  infuri- 
ated Labour  women  MPs  who 
complained  in  the  Commons 
that  they  had  “maligned 
women  in  general",  and 
prompted  a delegation  to 
Downing  Street  — headed  by 
the  shadow  women’s  minis- 
ter. Janet  Anderson  — de- 
manding his  deselection. 

In  a letter  to  Mr  Major,  Ms 


Anderson  raid:  “Mr  Evans's 
disgraceful  comments  dearly 
made  him  unsuitable  to  be  a 
parliamentary  candidate  In 
tiie  forthcoming  election.  The 
interview  he  gave  was  filled 
with  sexist,  racist  and  abu- 
sive sentiments  which  simply 
cannot  be  excused.” 

The  school  at  the  centre  of 
the  row  insisted  yesterday 
that  it  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
the  leaking  of  his  contentious 
remarks  to  the  press. 

Teachers  at  Stanborough 
School.  Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Hertfordshire,  also  closed 
ranks  as  they  fought  off  a 
flood  of  Inquiries  about  the 
interview  conducted  by  two 
lower  sixth-form  pupils. 
Romilly  Madden  and  Danny 
Creak,  both  aged  16. 

The  pupils  had  arranged  to 


interview  an  three  candidates 
for  the  Stanborough  Stan,  the 
school  newspaper. 

Another  pupil,  Richard  Git 
tins,  said  a teacher  read  the 
interview  and  then  passed  it 
onto  the  Labour  Party. 
"Danny  and  Romilly  had' 
nothing  to  do  with  that.” 

Last  night  there  was  fresh 
evidence  of  Tory  misogyny  as 
sir  Gerry  Vaughan.  MP  for 
Reading  East,  criticised 
women  MPs*  performance. 
Sir  Gerry,  who  retires  at  the 
next  election,  was  asked  on 
BBC  Radio  4’s  Today  pro- 
gramme whether  he  believed 
the  Commons  was  basically  a 
place  for  men.  He  replied: 
"Yes.  1 think  it  probably  is." 

His  criticisms  included  a 
suggestion  that  women  did 
not  know  how  to  debate. 
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ARE  YOU  SUBSIDISING 
DISHONEST  CLAIMANTS? 


Some  people  disguise  the 
fact  they've  made  lots 
of  insurance  claims  by 


premiums.  But  at  General 
Accident  Direct  we  can 
trace  their  insurance 


. _ . . General  Accident 

changing  their  insurance  Direct  _ histories.  So  we  don't 


company.  That  way  they 
avoid  paying  higher 


v 


make  you  subsidise  the 
dishonest. 


FOR  BUILDINGS  & CONTENTS  INSURANCE 

FREEPHONE  0800  121  004 

PAY  BY  INSTALMENTS  INTEREST  FREE 


MOTOR  0800  121  000 

MORTGAGE  PAYMENT  PROTECTION  Q&QQ  121  008  • TRAVEL  0800  121  007 

OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK.  .CEUSC 

'Applies  to  Home  end  Motor  Insurance  only.  Written  details  on  requwt. 
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Bridging  the  north-south  divide 
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Signs  of  the  times.  The  unkempt  name  plate  of  the  northern  town  built  on  coal  (left)  contrasts  sharply  with  the  ornate  notice  of  its  namesake  in  rural  West  Sussex 

Two  towns  and  two  nations 


Peter  Hetfwrfngton 

THEY  might  be  in  the 
same  country  and 
share  a common 
name.  But  in  every 
other  respect  — from 
house  prices  to  unemploy- 
ment — the  two  Ashingtons, 
separated  by  a little  over  300 
miles,  are  poles  apart 
“We’re  stuck  at  opposite 
ends  of  the  country  with  little 
knowledge  about  life  in  the 
other  half,”  says  solicitor 
Brian  Norton,  who  chairs  the 
parish  council  of  Ashington, 
West  Sussex,  in  the  comfort- 
able cradle  of  the  Weald. 
“We’ve  got  this  great  divide 
— everything  north  of  Wat- 
ford is  almost  foreign  — and 
it  seems  a bit  silly  really.” 
Local  councillor  and  former 
miner  Colin  Parker,  chair- 
man of  the  leisure  committee 
In  the  old  northern  colliery 
town  of  Ashington,  agrees. 
‘It  would  be  nice  to  know 
more  about  the  south,  al- 
though 1 would  imagine 
there's  a big  difference  in  liv- 
ing standards  — we’ve  suf- 
fered terribly  from  pit  clo- 
sures up  here.” 

Yesterday,  in  a small  hall  in 
northern  Ashington,  they  set 
about  bridging  that  gap  with 
a 10-week  course  to  pvaTwme 
the  English  divide  in  micro- 
cosm, well-heeled  West  Sus- 
sex versus  down-at-heei 
Northumberland. 

Organised  by  the  Workers’ 
Educational  Association,  it 
aims  to  establish  links  be- 
tween the  two  communities, 
in  the  hope  of  eventually  forg- 
ing formal  twinning4inks  — 
and.  even  debunking  Disraeli, 
152  years  on;  "Two  nations, 
between  whom  there  is  no . . . 
sympathy;  who  are  as  igno- 
rant of  each  other's  habits, 
thoughts  and  feelings,  as  if 
they  were  dwellers  In  differ- 
ent, zones.  or  inhabitants  of 
different  planets." 

The  idea  came  from  B01 
Gale,:  an  Ashington  (North- 
umberland) community 
worker  who  recently  stum- 
bled across  the  West  Sussex 
village  of  the  same  name  on 
the  A2A  between  Worthing 
and  Horsham. 

He  eventually  discovered  a 
local  historian.  Daphne  Nor- 
ton, wife  of  the  parish  council 
<»h«irmjm,  who  soon  estab- 
lished a liaison  group,  they 
began  writing  to  each  other 
and  quickly  agreed  that  both 
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communities  could  gain  from 
sharing  experiences. 

“While  we  cannot  underes- 
timate this  great  social  divide 
— there  are  very  stark  con- 
trasts — we  want  to  break 
down  taboos.”  Mr  Gale  said. 

"The  only  tiling  we  seem  to 
have  in  common,  apart  from 
the  name,  is  that  we’re  both 
close  to  the  sea.” 

Mrs  Norton,  who  lives  in  a 
l4th  century  farmhouse,  finds 
it  hard  to  visualise  the  other 
Ashington,  although  she 
thinks  She  might  have 
through  it  30  years  ago  on  the 
way  back  from  Scotland.  “I 
imagine  it  might  be  a rather 
dark  and  dingy  mining — hut. 
no,  we  think  twinning  is  a 
rather  nice  idea,  although  we 
all  thought  it  was  rather  hi- 
larious at  first” 

Asbingtonians  who  turned 
up  for  the  launch  of  yester- 
day's twinning  course  were 
told  in  a WEA  leaflet  that 
they  would  "explore  social, 
cultural  and  economic  varia- 
tions . . . and  reasons  and  per- 
ceptions behind  the  north- 
south  divide”. 

Lecturer  Ian  Rnshton  said 
he  thought  people  in  the  other 
Ashington  were  well  aware  of 
the  feet  that  they  lived  in  a 
"relatively  well-off  commuter 
bdltarea". 

“It  win  be  interesting  to  see 
whether  brown  ale-swflling 
ex-pitmen  be  understood 
south  of  the  Tyne."  he  joked. 

Two  teachers.  Sheila  Little 
and  Gwyn  Castiau,  woe  in  no 
doubt  that  they  would.  They 
thought  the  gmgrging  link 
with  the  other  Ashington 
would  be  an  ideal  National 
Curriculum  . geography  pro- 
ject's*- seven-  to  Il-year-olds, 

and  they  hope  to  start  school  „ 

ovrhangaft  with  the  Church  of  A welcoming  Daphne  Norton  at  the  gates  of  her  14th  century  farmhouse  in  the  prosperous  West  Sussex  village,  above; 
England  primary  in  the  Sus-  coal  being  delivered  in  the  Northumberland  town  hard  hit  by  pit  closures  ■ photographs:  frank  baron  <abov»)  am  raoul  dixon 
sex  village.  "We  need  to  con- 
trast another  area  of  Britain 
and  this  seems  Ideal,"  said 
Sheila. 

Unlike  most  other  locals. 

She  has  lived  in  the  south.  “I 
have  to  say  there  is  no  place 
like  our  Ashington.  People 
are  much  friendlier  up  here." 

Nonsense,  retorted  David 
Jenkins,  a Tory  councillor  in 
Ashington.  West  Sussex. 

"You  take  people  as  you  find 
them.  They're  the  same  all 
over  England,  aren’t  they. 

Give  people  the  opportunity 
and  they  get  on,  that's  wbat  J 
say  — I don't  believe  in  all 
these  handouts."  Ashington 
(Northumberland)  winced. 
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Cash  for 
questions 
report  may 
be  delayed 


David  Hencke  and 
Ewen  MacAsklU 

Labour  and  the  Lib- 
eral Democrats  have 
decided  against  step- 
ping up  pressure  for 
publication  of  tbe  long- 
a united  inquiry  into  the  cash- 
for-questions  scandal. 

Although  the  report  is  said 
to  be  at  an  advanced  stage,  it 
may  not  be  ready  before  foe 
general  election. 

Sir  Gordon  Downey,  foe 
parliamentary  commissioner 
for  standards,  is  expected  to 
submit  his  final  report  be- 
tween foe  middle  and  end  of 
this  month.  But  if  John  Major 
announces!  the  d3ic  of  the  gen- 
eral election  on  March  13.  the 
Commons  standards  and  priv- 
ileges committee  would  not 
have-  time  to  consider  it.  In 
that  case,  it  would  probably 
be  asked  to  keep  llu*  findings 
secret. 

Three  MPs.  Neil  Hamilton. 
Tim  Smith  and  Michael 
Brown,  could  face  suspension 
from  foe  Commons  i f Sir  Gor- 
don finds  they  have  broken 
rules  in  not  declaring  com- 
missions and  cash  they  may 
have  received  through  Ian 
Greer,  the  lobbyist. 

A Labour  spokesman  said 
yesterday  the  party  would 
prefer  it  out  before  the  elec- 
tion; "There  is  no  reason  why 
we  would  want  any  delay." 
But  it  will  not  campaign  for 
its  publication. 

The  issue  has  been  dis- 
cussed at  the  highest  levels  of 
the  party  this  week  but  foe 
consensus  was  against  step- 
ping up  pressure.  The  Labour 
argument  is  font  it  is  better 
that  Sir  Gordon  should  pro- 
duce a thorough  report  rather 
than  a rushed  one*. 

Labour  will  change  its  tac- 
tics only  if  it  believed  the 
Government  deliberately  set 
out  to  delay  foe  report  to  save 
embarrassment  for  its  MPs. 

The  Liberal  Democrats 
echoed  this  view.  A Liberal 
Democrat  source  said  it  did 
not  come  as  a surprise  that  it 
was  being  delayed,  given  the 
complexity  of  it.  He  suggested 
that  although  the  committee 
was  semi-judicial,  there  was 
some  advantage  in  waiting 


until  after  the  election  when 
Labour  would  replace  the 
Conservative  chairman. 

Labour  said  it  was  a matter 
that  should  be  left  to  the  com- 
mittee rather  than  becoming 
a political  football.  "We 
would  not  want  it  produced  as 
a political  prize,"  the  spokes- 
man said. 

Labour  has  been  reluctant 
lo  be  drawn  In.  partly  because 
the  whole  sleaze  issue  is  dam- 
aging foe  Conservatives  with- 
out Labour's  active 
involvement. 

Mr  Hamilton,  MP  for  Tat- 
ton,  is  facing  accusations  that 
he  received  cash  from  Mo- 
homed  AI  Fayed,  foe  owner  of 
Harrods,  for  asking  questions 
In  the  Commons  and  Tailed  to 
declare  two  commissions 
from  other  clients  of  foe  lob- 
byist. Mr  Greer. 

Tim  Smith,  MP  for  Ben- 
consficld.  faces  accusations 
that  he  received  money-  direct 
from  Mr  Al  Fayed  during  the 
fan  Greer  campaign  waged 
against  Lonrho  over  the  take- 
over of  Harrods.  Michael 
Brown.  MP  for  CJeolhonvs, 
faces  accusations  font  he  did 
not  declare  a commission 
from  an  lan  Greer  client. 

The  fate  of  foe  three  MPs 
will  depend  on  the  timing  of 
the  election.  If  no  election  is 
called  in  mid-March.  MPs  will 
continue  into  early  April  and 
foe  committee  may  have  time 
to  meet  and  publish  the 
report  before  Parliament  is 
dissolved.  However,  if  Parlia- 
ment goes  in  A larch,  foe  Com- 
mittee may  well  have  to  delay 
its  work  until  after  the 
election. 

The  situation  is  compli- 
cated by  Mr  Hamilton  being 
determined  to  press  for  a pub- 
lic hearing  in  front  of  foe 
committee  so  he  can  defend 
himself  against  the  findings. 
If  this  happens,  other  MPs 
and  foe  Guardian,  which  pub- 
lished the  original  charges, 
may  also  have  to  appear  be- 
fore a final  decision  on  the 
report  is  reached. 

Tony  Newton,  the  Leader  of 
the  House,  who  chairs  foe 
committee,  is  said  to  be  keen 
to  get  a speed y resolution  and 
is  prepared  for  foe  Committee 
to  meet  in  late  night  sessions 
to  complete  the  report. 


Mail  in  clear  on 
murder  claim 


Lawrence  Donegan 

THE  Daily  Mail  will  not 
be  prosecuted  for  con- 
tempt or  court  after 
naming  five  unconvicted  men 
as  the  killers  of  murdered  stu- 
dent Stephen  Lawrence,  it 
emerged  yesterday. 

Sir  Nicholas  Lvell.  the  At- 
torney-General. said  he  had 

decided  that  legal  action 
against  the  newspaper  over 
its  coverage  of  the  Lawrence 
case  was  not  justified. 

Mr  Lawrence,  aged  18.  a 
student  from  south  London, 
was  stabbed  to  death  in  April 
1993  while  wailing  at  a bus 
stop  in  Eltham.  An  inquest 
jury  found  he  had  been  killed 
in  an  "unprovoked  racist 
attack  by  five  white  youths". 

At  last  month’s  hearing  five 
men  declined  to  answer  ques- 
tions about  his  death,  each 
claiming  "privilege". 

The  Mail  subsequently  put 
photographs  of  the  men  on  its 
front  page  under  the  headline 
•murderers"  and  challenged 
them  to  sue  for  libel  damages. 

Sir  Nicholas  was  prompted 
to  examine  the  newspaper's 
coverage  after  Lord  Donald- 
son. a former  Master  Of  The 


Rolls,  claimed  it  had  inter- 
fered with  foe  course  of  jus- 
tice and  was  a contempt  of 
court.  A spokesman  for  foe 
Attorney-General’s  office  said 
be  had  considered  the  paper's 
coverage  in  foe  light  of  Lord 
Donaldson’s  comments  but 
concluded  there  was  no  case 
to  answer. 

Sir  Nicholas's  decision  was 
welcomed  by  foe  Mail.  "We 
are  delighted,  but  this  deci- 
sion should  not  detract  atten- 
tion from  foe  scandalous  way 
in  which  the  Lawrence  family 
has  been  denied  justice,”  a 
spokesman  said. 

Simon  de  Banya.  co-ordina- 
tor of  foe  Stephen  Lawrence 
Campaign,  said  foe  Attorney- 
General  had  made  the  right 
decision.  “The  Dally  Mail 
acted  because  these  boys 
abused  their  right  to  silence 
by  refusing  to  answer  even 
foe  most  basic  question  at  foe 
inquest,”  he  said. 

But  John  Wadham.  director 
of  the  civil  rights  group  Lib- 
erty, said  it  sent  foe  wrong 
message  to  foe  media.  "It 
means  newspapers  like  the 
Daily  Mail  can  act  as  judge 
and  jury  and  therefore  decide 
guilt  or  innocence  without  any 
of  the  usual  legal  protections." 
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Primary  school  league 
table  results  ‘flawed’ 
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The  Guardian  Thursday  March  6 2997 


John  Carvel 
Education  Editor 


John  and  Paula  go  to  a fair. 


Researchers  from 
London  University 
yesterday  Identified 
serious  errors  in  the 
Government’s  league  tables  of 
primary  school  performance , 
which  ministers  will  publish 
next  week  in  the  biggest  offi- 
cial information  campaign 
since  the  second  world  war. 

A quarter  of  the  II -year- 
olds  sitting  national  tests  last 
summer  were  ranked  at  the  j 
wrong  level  or  achievement  in 
English,  and  nearly  10  per 
cent  in  science,  said  a team 
from  King's  College.  London, 
after  re-marking  a sample  of 
the  papers  taken  by  580,000 
children  in  their  Last  term. 

It  found  that  none  of  the 
English  papers  was  marked 
correctly  and  there  were  mis- 
takes in  84  per  cent  of  science 
scripts  and  54  per  cent  of 
maths  papers.  "It  is  not  ac- 
ceptable for  more  than  half 
the  pupils,  let  alone  all  of 
them,  to  have  an  error  in  the 
marking  of  their  tests.'* 

The  research  casts  doubt  on 
the  national  tables  of  primary 
school  performance  which 
the  Government  will  pubLish 
on  Tuesday. 

The  tables  will  show  the 
proportion  of  II -year-olds  in 
each  school  reaching  “Level 
4"  — the  level  of  attainment 
in  English,  maths  and  science 
which  the  Government  deems 
appropriate  for  children  of 
Lhat  age.  If  significant  num- 
bers of  children  were  scored 
at  the  wrong  level,  results  for 
the  whole  school  would  be 

invalid. 

Peter  Smith,  general  secre- 
ts rv  or  the  Association  of 
Teachers  and  Lecturers, 
which  commissioned  the 
research,  said  the  Govern- 
ment should  abandon  publica- 
tion of  the  tables  until  errors 
in  the  tests  and  marking  were 
ironed  out 

"Despite  spending  over  £100 
million  developing  these 
exams,  the  Government  has 
still  Called  the  test,  spectacu- 
larly so.  The  public  percep- 
tion of  national  tests  is  that 
they  have  a far  greater  degree 
of  accuracy  than  this.'* 
However,  ministers  said 
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they  had  no  intention  of  post- 
poning the  tables,  which  they 
have  seen  as  their  main  pre- 
election offensive  on  educa- 
tion. The  Prime  Minister 
thinks  publication  of  results 
for  14.500  primary  schools 
will  increase  “parent  power” 
and  put  pressure  on  under- 
performing teachers. 

Cheryl  Gillan.  the  junior 


education  minister,  said:  “It 
is  depressing  to  see  teachers' 
unions,  which  have  been  Fully 
involved  at  every  stage  in  ex- 
tensive consultation,  expend- 
ing energy  in  rehearsing 
their  excuses.  Parents  and 
most  teachers  themselves  are 
satisfied  with  the  tests.*’ 

The  team  said  the  mistakes 


Too  many  boys  among  pupils 
‘can  lead  to  a fall  in  standards’ 


Failing  schools  suffer 
from  a higher  than  aver- 
age concentration  of  boys 
as  well  as  weak  leadership 
and  poor  teaching,  accord- 
ing to  the  Office  for  Stan- 
dards In  Education,  writes 
Donald  MacLeod. 

Boys  do  worse  than  girls 
at  GCSEs  and  are  more  I 
likely  to  be  expelled,  but  in- 1 
specters  were  surprised  at ! 
the  strong  link  with  the 
proportion  of  boys  and  are 
at  a loss  on  how  schools 
could  tackle  the  Imbalance 
without  intake  restrictions. 


The  report,  From  Failure 
to  Success,  published  yes- 
terday, examines  260  pri- 
mary. secondary  and 
special  schools  in  England 
judged  by  Ofsted  to  need 
special  measures.  A small 
number  of  boys-only 
schools  have  been  put  on 
such  measures,  but  do 
girls'  schools. 

The  most  rapidly  im- 
proving schools  were 
those  which  displayed 
strong  commitment  by 
teachers  to  improve  mat- 
ters, said  O feted. 


Lost  marks  I 


THE  examiners  were  clear 
wbat  answer  they  expected 
to  the  question  in  last 
summer’s  maths  paper 
about  John  and  Paula's 
visit  to  the  fair,  but  an  ambi- 
guity of  wording  encour- 
aged one  child  in  six  to  give 
a plausible  alternative 
which  lost  them  marks, 
writes  John  CarveL 
“John  has  £2.  He  goes  on 
one  ride  and  has  exactly  BOp 
left.  Which  ride  does  be  go 
; on?”,  they  asked.  The  11- 
year-olds  were  meant  to 
subtract  sop  from  £2  to  dis- 
cover that  John  had  spent 
£1 .20  on  the  big  wheeL 
Bnt  by  using  the  present 
tense  instead  of  “which  ride 
did  he  go  on?*',  they  encour- 
aged some  children  to  think 
the  question  was  about  the 
next  ride  he  would  go  on. 
Researchers  said  the  use  of 
the  present  tense  was 
incorrect. 


in  test  results  were  largely 
due  to  badly  worded  ques- 
tions and  inconsistent  mark- 
ing. In  the  English  writing 
tests,  there  were  also  signs  of 
prejudice  against  boys’  topics 
such  as  football,  space  adven- 
ture and  crime,  while  “twee 
Disneyesque  tales  and  stories 
about  magic  gained  more 
favourable  marks”. 

The  examiners’  mistakes  in 
English  produced  a discrep- 
ancy averaging  5A  marks  out 
of  loo,  usually  underestunat-  > 
lng  the  pupil's  level  of 

attainment. 

Nick  Tate,  chief  executive 
of  the  School  Curriculum  and 
Assessment  Authority,  which 
organised  the  tests,  accused 
the  association  of  producing 
‘flimsy  and  biased  research” 
based  on  a tiny  sample  of  test 
scripts. 

The  team  investigated  only 
338  papers  from  143  pupils  in 
10  schools,  but  the  authority 
had  already  commissioned 
research  from  Bath  Universi- 
ty drawing  on  10,000  scripts 
from  1.600  pupils  in  650 
schools.  “This  found  none  of 
the  astonishing  flaws  which 
the  ATL's  study  claims". 
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Eareen  Turner  and  Mick  North,  who  both  lost  children  in  the  massacre,  with  a copy  of  Dunblane — Our  Year  of  Team 

Parents  launch  Dunblane  book 
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Bereaved  families  hope  to  raise  money  for 
other  children.  Erlend  Clouston  reports 
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DUNBLANE  parents  yes- 
terday launched  a book 
designed  to  retrieve 
something  positive  from  the 
tragic  shootings  a year  ago,  as 
they  renewed  their  pledge  to  ; 
fight  for  a total  ban  on  band- j 
gun  ownership.  I 

Dunblane:  Our  Year  of  Tears 
is  a compilation  of  12.  largely 
first  person,  accounts  of  the 
tragedy  by  victims,  parents,  a 
teacher  and  celebrity  support- 
ers, the  profits  of  which  will  go 
to  the  Save  the  Children  Fund. 

“We  felt  we  had  to  get  some- 
thing positive  out  of  what  had 
happened,  and  I think  the 
book  is  one  of  the  positive 
things,"  said  Dr  Mick  North, 
one  of  the  bereaved  parents, 
at  the  launch  ceremony  at  a 
hotel  in  Dunblane,  a mixture 
of  showbusiness  and  sadness. 


“It  allows  us  to  confirm 
how  well  human  nature  can 
deal  with  things  — even 
things  as  awful  as  Dunblane." 

Dr  North's  daughter  Sophie 
was  one  of  the  16  children 
shot  by  Thomas  Hamilton  on 
March  13  last  year.  Hamil- 
ton's name  does  not  appear  in 
the  174-page  book  — a condi- 
tion for  the  co-operation  of 
the  victims’  families. 

The  book  was  produced  in 
less  than  two  months  by  Sun- 
day Mail  journalists  Peter 
Samson  and  Alan  Crow  and 
Edinburgh  publishers  Main- 
stream. Bill  Campbell  from 
Mainstream  said  there  had 
been  “outstanding”  sympathy 
for  the  project  in  the  book 
trade,  with  most  chains  ex- 
pected to  waive  profit  mar- 
gins of  up  to  40  per  cent  The 


initial  print  run  of  8,000  has 
already  been  taken  up  and  a 
second  printing  has  begun. 

Kareen  Turner,  the  mother 
of  Megan,  another  of  the  mur- 
dered children,  appeared 
alongside  Dr  North  in  a plat- 
form party  which  received 
filmed  congratulations  from 
GMTV  presenter  Lorraine 
Kelly  and  singer  Chris  de 
Burgh,  who  both  contributed 
to  the  book. 

Other  members  of  bereaved 
families  were  in  the  audience 
to  show  support  for  the  book, 
which  may  prompt  some  local 
concern  about  further  media 
attention  for  the  community. 

Eileen  Harrlld,  the  teacher 
who  was  shot  four  times,  jus- 
tified her  chapter  as  the  nec- 
essary testimony  of  an  adult 
witness.  “There  was  no  one 
else.  I wanted  to  do  it  to  raise 
awareness  or  what  these  guns 
can  do." 

Despite  new  measures  out-  i 
la  wing  handguns  over  32,  cal- 


ibre. Mrs  Turner  and  Dr 
North  said  the  parents  would 
continue  to  campaign  for  n 
complete  ban  on  handguns. 
The  book  offers  affecting,  oc- 
casionally harrowing, 
glimpses  Into  the  trauma  suf- 
fered by  those  caught  up  in 
the  massacre.  The  concluding 
chapter  — on  Coll  Austin 
aged  five,  one  of  the  few  sur- 
vivors — discloses  that  he 
had  noticed  the  details  of- 
Hamilton’s  boots  as  the  kilter 
walked  back  intent  on  finish- 
ing him  off.  Dr  North  said  he 
had  no  qualms  about  his  con- 
tribution. "I  certainly  felt  it 
Important  to  comm  unirate  a 
lot  of  what  I feeL" 

Beryl  Fitzpatrick,  or  the 
Save  the  Children  Fund, 
praised  the  parents  for  want- 
ing to  help  the  children  of  the 
world:  £10.000  would  help  edu- 
cate ethnic  minority  tribes  in 
North  Vietnam:  £25,000  would 
provide  shelter  for  street 
orphans  in  Ho  Chi  Minh  City. 
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Gary  Younge 

Mk  SURGEON  who  regularly 
AAdrank  half  a bottle  of 
whisky  a night  was  not  res- 
ponsible for  the  deaths  of  two 
patients  on  whom  he  oper- 
ated, an  inquiry  concluded 
yesterday. 

Several  witnesses  told  the 
hearing  they  had  frequently 
smelled  alcohol  on  the  breath 
of  Gerald  Davies  when  he 
worked  at  St  John's  hospital, 
Livingston,  West  Lothian. 
Senior  doctors  had  com- 
plained about  his  work. 

Sheriff  principal  Gordon 
Nicholson  agreed  that  It  was 
“unacceptable  that  a surgeon 
should  be  operating  with  any  1 
alcohol  in  his  blood,”  but  said 
there  was  no  evidence  of  alco- 
hol on  the  days  the  operations 

were  carried  out  His  judgment ; 


came  at  the  aid  of  a fatal  acci- 
dent inquiry  into  the  deaths  of 
Willie  Canadian,  ngpri  69,  and 
Ann  Haloran,  aged  56.  Both 
died  after  bowel  operations 
carried  out  by  Mr  Davies. 

Mr  Davies,  aged  49,  made  a 
“serious  professional  mistake" 
during  the  operation  on  Mr 
CaUachan  “of  a kind  which 
should  not  have  been  matte  by 
any  competent  experienced 
surgeon,"  the  sheriff  principal 
| said.  But  evidence  did  not  sup- 
port there  being  "a  direct 
i causal  link"  with  Mr  Cana- 
dian’s death. 

Mr  Davies  was  suspended 
from  his  job  following  the  op- 
eration on  Mr  Canadian  in 
December  1994,  and  later 
retired  on  medical  grounds. 1 
He  told  the  inquiry  that  he 
often  drank  whisky  as  he  sat 
painting  until  the  early  hours 
of  the  morning. 
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Opposition  parties  unveil  ‘historic’ joint  blueprint 

Ashdown  rules  out 
Labour  merger 


Ewan  MacAsklB,  Chief 

PaB^Cetwapowtent 

PADDY  ASHDOWN, 
the  Liberal  Democrat 
leader,  ruled  out  a 
merger  with  Labour 
yesterday,  in  spite  of  the  two 
parties  publishing  a joint 
agreement  on  a raft  of  consti- 
tutional reforms. 

The  document  described  by 
both  sides  as  historic,  com- 
mits the  parties  to  co-opera- 
tion in  pushing  through  one 
of  the  biggest  reforms  over 
the  next  four  to  five  years,  if 
labour  wins.  These  include 
devolution  for  Scotland  and 
Wales,  abolition  of  hereditary 
peers,  and  proposals  to 
change  the  voting  system. 

But  in  an  interview  with 
the  New  Statesman  published 
today,  Mr  Ashdown  insisted: 
“A  marriage,  or  merger,  is 
not  on  the  agenda  now,  and 
not  on  the  agenda  for  any 
future  I can  conceive  of. 

“The  whole  point  of  the  co- 
operative politics  I am  advo- 
cating is  to  offer  choice.  We 
are  different  from  Labour.” 
Referring  to  Lord  Jenkins 
of  Hillhead,  the  former 
Labour  chancellor  and  Lib- 
eral Democrat  peer  who  was 
mistakenly  reported  at  the 
weekend  as  advocating 
merger,  Mr  Ashdown  said: 
“Roy  has  his  views.  They  are 
the  views  of  an  experienced 


person  who  has  a long  vision 
in  politics.  But  its  not  my 
vision. " 

Mr  Ashdown  and  the 
Labour  leader,  Tony  Blair, 
both  gave  their  blessing  to  the 
talks  that  led  to  yesterday's 
joint  document  the  18-page 
report  of  the  Joint  Consulta- 
tive Committee  on  Constitu- 
tional Reform. 

Although  they  will  deny 
any  suggestion  of  post-elec- 
tion pacts  or  deals,  their  par- 
ties look  set  for  close  UtiItb  if 
Labour  wins. 

At  a press  conference  in 
London  to  launch  the  joint 
document,  the  shadow  foreign 
secretary,  Robin  Cook,  who 
beaded  file  Labour  team,  said: 
"This  is  an  ambitious  pro- 
gramme of  reform  which  will 
be  as  important  as  any  of  the 
great  reform  parliaments  of 
the  last  century." 

He  said  a Labour  govern- 
ment would  deliver  cm  jobs, 
education  and  law  and  order, 
but  "in  the  judgment  of  his- 
tory it  will  be  given  a strate- 
gic importance  as  the  govern- 
ment which  gave  Britain  a 
modern  constitution  fit  for 
the  21st  century.” 

The  scale  of  the  project 
raises  questions  over  whether 
Labour  can  deliver  all  or  even 
most  of  it  in  the  first  parlia- 
ment The  seeds  were  also 
sown  for  conflict  at  the  top  of 
the  Labour  Party  over  intro- 
duction of  electoral  reform. 


N-plant  inquiry 
after  gas  scare 


Erfend  douston 


AN  INQUIRY  has  been 
ordered  into  the  hand- 
ling of  a possible  nu- 
clear plant  leak  which 
sparked  fears  that  beer,  soft 
drinks  and  mineral  water 
may  have  been  contaminated 
with  radioactive  gases. 

The  Scottish  Secretary, 
Michael  Forsyth,  yesterday 
downplayed  concern  that 
drinks  could  have  been  con- 
taminated, but  expressed  dis- 
pleasure that  Hunterston  nu- 
clear power  station  was 
serviced  by  the  same  carbon 
dioxide  tanker  that  subse- 


Ittooka  further 
two  days  before 
the  consequences 
for  the  food  chain 
werereaJised. 


quantly  supplied  11  Scottish 
food  and  drink  manufactur- 
ers. He  has  demanded  that  the 
Scottish  Environment  Protec- 
tion Agency  and  the  Nuclear 
Installations  Inspectorate 
produce  within  a report  into 
the  incident  within  a week. 

The  chairman  of  Scottish 
Nuclear  is  to  be  summoned  to 
the  Scottish  Office  to  explain 
the  delay  in  publicising  the 
possible  contamination  of  the 
tanker  which-  delivered  car- 
bon dioxide  to  the  Ayrshire 
power  station.  Scottish  Nu- 
clear apparently  wafted  over 
last  weekend  before  contact- 
ing regulatory  authorities  on 
Monday  morning. 

Last  night  Scottish  Nuclear 
stressed  that  its- examination 


of  its  filling  connections,  the 
suspect  road  tanker  and  the 
storage  depot  showed  no  evi- 
dence of  contamination.  As 
tests  continued  on  other 
plants  which  included  three 
breweries  and  a Coca  Cola 
manufacturer,  the  company 
said  that  any  radioactivity  in 
drinks  would  represent  a 
fraction  of  the  normal  back- 
ground dose. 

The  incident  has  been 
traced  to  a faulty  valve  con- 
necting the  nuclear  reactor  to 
the  tank  holding  the  carbon 
dioxide  coolant  The  company 
noticed  "an  anomaly”  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  but  only  six  days 
later  recognised  the  possibil- 
ity that  radioactive  gases 
could  have  been  inadver- 
tently pushed  back  into  the 
road  tanker.  It  took  a further 
two  days  before  the  theoreti- 
cal consequences  for  the  food 
chain  were  realised. 

A company  spokesman  said 
it  had  contacted  the  regula- 
tory authorities  "on  the  first 
working  day  after  that  We 
were  trying  to  deal  with  a 
new  situation,  but  it  was  not 
immediately  apparent  what 
the  fall  implications  were.” 

Mr  Forsyth  told  MPs  yester- 
day that  health  risks  were 
"negligible”,  but  conceded 
said  he  had  asked  officials  to 
take  up  with  the  Scottish  nu- 
clear industry  his  view  that 
sharing  of  gas  tankers  with 
food  and  drinks  firms  repre- 
sented a health  hazard.  The 
practice  was  described  as  "in- 
comprehensible” by  shadow 
Scottish  secretary  George 
Robertson. 

Last  night  a Scottish  Office 
spokesman  confirmed  no  con- 
tamination had  been  found  at 
Campsie  Spring  mineral 
water  plant  The  results  of  10 
other  plant  tests  will  be  made 
known  today. 


The  report  of  the  Joint  Con- 
sultative Committee  on  Con- 
stitutional Reform  commits 

Labour  and  the  Liberal  Demo- 
crats to  introducing  a Scot- 
tish Parliament  and  Welsh  as- 
sembly, a Freedom  of 
information  Act  incorporat- 
ing the  European  convention 
on  human  rights,  abolishing 
hereditary  peers,  referen- 
dums  on  creation  of  a London 
authority  and  regional  gov- 
ernments elsewhere  in  Eng- 
land a select  committee  on 
modernising  the  Commons 
and  an  electoral  commission 
to  come  up  with  an  alterna- 
tive to  the  first-past-the-post 
electoral  system  for 
Westminster. 

Asked  if  the  general  elec- 
tion after  the  one  coming  up 
would  be  elected  by  PR,  Mr 
Cook  said  it  would  depend  on 
the  outcome  of  a referendum 
on  whether  or  not  to  drop  the 
present  system.  If  it  was  only 
a narrow  vote  in  favour  of  PR, 
it  might  be  difficult  to  per- 
suade the  Government  to 
move  quickly. 


Lend—"  comment,  page  8; 

Hugo  Young,  page  9 
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Moiinari 
puts 
in  the 
sparkle 

IF  London  Fashion  Week 
was  all  innovation  and 
ideas,  the  Milan  collec- 
tions, which  kicked  off  In 
earnest  yesterday,  concen- 
trated on  commercial 
trends,  writes  Susannah 
Frankel  In  Milan, 

Anna  Moiinari,  the  first 
big-name  Italian  designer 
to  show,  offered  a bright 
and  breezy  display-  Girls 
tripped  down  the  runway 
dripping  diamante  Jewel- 
lery, flowers  in  their  tou- 
sled hair  and  wearing 
sugar-sweet  dresses  scat- 
tered with  Molinarl’s  sig- 
nature pink  roses.  Less 
frou-frou,  but  still  sexy, 
were  rust-coloured  jerseys 
with  asymmetric  sequlnned 
skirts  (left). 

Throughout,  the  look  was 
finished  off  with  vertigi- 
nous ankle-strap  stilettos 
and  grey,  knee-high  socks 
which  wrinkled  to  naughty 
schoolgirl  effect. 

Elsewhere.  Chlara  Boni’s 
black  lace  mini-dress  was 
topped  by  an  extravagantly 
wide-brimmed  hat  trimmed 
with  tulle  (far  left). 

PHOTOGRAPHS.  PAOLO  COCCO 


Tories  produce  bold  pension 
with  an  uncertain  future 


Hammer  killer 
tied  up  victims 


ANALYSIS/  Alex  Brummer  examines  a 
scheme  to  give  power  over  retirement 


WITH  Peter  Lilley's 
ground  breaking  pro- 
posals for  pension 
reform,  John  Major’s  govern- 
ment may  finally  have  stum- 
bled across  the  big.  visionary 
idea  which  has  been  mincing 
from  its  election  build -up. 

As  was  the  case  with  priva- 
tisation under  Margaret 
Thatcher,  the  Tories  are  dem- 
onstrating a willingness  to 
flirt  with  radical  economic 
ideas  — thus  far  tried  only  in 
smaller  emerging  market 
economies  like  Chile  and 
Hong  Kong  — to  meet  both 
demographic  and  budgetary 

rhgltfrnggc 

Like  the  concept  of  a share- 
holding democracy,  it  could 
also  be  empowering  a new 
generation,  which  wlU  have 
much  more  control  over  its 
own  retirement  arrange- 
ments, rather  than  relying  on 
the  largesse  of  government 
As  with  all  such  radical 
schemes  there  are  huge  po- 
tential downsides.  Removing 
pensions  from  government 
control  may  to  some  extent 
protect  their  value  from  the 
ravages  of  inflation  and  the 
business  cycle,  but  it  also  ex- 
poses them  to  a new  range  of 
uncertainties.  The  record  of 
private  sector  management  of 
traordinarily  mixed;  the  en- 
thusiasm of  big  insurers  and 
fund  managers  to  make  prof- 
its for  their  shareholders  oc- 
casionally overrides  the  inter- 
ests of  ordinary  investors  and 
pensioners.  . 

The  more  than  half  a mil- 
lion pensioners  still  suffer- 
ring  from  Lady  Thatcher's 
last  attempt  to  privatise 
retirement  provision  — the 
transfer  of  pensions  from  offi- 
cial occupational  schemes  to' 
private  firms  like  the  Pruden- 
tial and  Lloyds  TSB  — be- 
came involved  in  the  most  ex- 
pensive financial  scandal  in 
the  history  of  the  City.  More 
than  L5  million  people  were 


sold  disadvantageous  private 
pensions,  requiring  eventual 
compensation  which  could 
reach  £4  billion. 

The  compulsory  pension  for 
a new  generation  would  be 
much  more  vulnerable  to 
worldwide  stock  market 
crashes  of  the  kind  which 
took  place  in  1929  and  1987, 
given  that  private  fund  man- 
agers are  certain  to  keep  the 
majority  of  funds  in  shares 
rather  than  government 
bands. 

Mr  Lilley's  dear  thinking 
on  the  future  of  pensions  does 
not  come  out  of  a dear  blue 
sky.  It  is  the  single  most  im- 
portant social/budgetary 
issue  facing  not  just  Britain 
but  all  seven  of  the  largest  in- 
dustrial economies  and  most 
of  the  rest  of  the  European 
Onion.  In  fact,  Britain’s  expo- 
sure to  the  Impending  pen- 
sions funding  nightmare  is 
much  less  than  most  of  Us 
competitors  because  it  has  a 
highly  developed  system  of 
occupational  pensions  — cov- 
ering almost  half  the  popula- 
tion — and  a particularly 
mean  basic  pension. 

The  demographics  which 
have  demanded  reform  are 
unmistakable.  As  the  result  of 
a shrinking  birth  rate  by  2021, 
the  population  of  over  65s  will 
for  the  first  time  outnumber 
those  aged  16  and  under. 
Moreover,  people  are  living 
longer.  The  number  of  people 
over  60  is  predicted  to  rise 
from  10.3  million  now  to  1L7 
million  by  2010  and  13.5  mil- 
lion by  2030.  The  number  of 
people  aged  over  GO  will  rise 
from  about  20  per  cent  of  the 
population  in  1990  to  30  per 
cent  in  2030.  The  effect  will  be 
that  neither  government  nor 
large  corporations  will  be 
able  to  rely  on  a younger  gen- 
eration to  support  the  trans- 
fer payments  to  the  elderly. 


Leader  comment,  page  8 


Kamal  Ahmed 


OWEN  Hegg  looks  perplexed.  Pension  — what  pension? 
It’s  not  something  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  a 17-year-old 
just  out  of  school,  writes  Sarah  Boseley. 

But  the  apprentice  electrician  from  Blackheath,  in  south 
London,  is  a marked  man.  He  is  one  of  the  first  generation 
who  will  not  have  the  option  to  contract  in  to  the  State 
Earnings  Related  Pension  Scheme  (Serps)  if  the 
Government's  pension  plans  go  through.  A slice  of  his 
National  Insurance  contribution  — estimated  at  about  £9 
in  today's  terms  — will  be  returned  to  his  employer  each 
week  for  investment  in  his  own  portfolio  of  stocks  and 
shares.  photograph:  bean  surm 


POLICE  hunting  the  kill- 
er of  mother  and  daugh- 
ter Lin  and  Megan  Rus- 
sell yesterday  revealed  new 
details  of  how  they  were  tied 
up. 

Announcing  a break- 
through in  the  eight  month 
murder  inquiry,  officers  said 
that  new  forensic  evidence 
revealed  that  Mrs  Russell  had 
bean  tied  up  and  blindfolded 
with  swimming  towels  be- 
longing to  her  daughters  be- 
fore sbe  was  killed. 

They  said  that  Megan  had 
had  a boot  or  shoe  lace 
wrapped  around  her  neck 
which  was  used  to  force  her 
and  her  mother  to  comply 
with  the  attacker's  demands. 
Despite  a widespread  search 
of  the  murder  scene,  police 
said  that  they  had  not  recov- 
ered the  ligature. 

Mrs  Russell's  other  daugh- 
ter, Josie.  survived  the  attack 
but  was  left  with  bead 
injuries. 

Police  launched  one  of  the 
largest  murder  Inquiries  in 
Britain  last  July  when  the 
bodies  of  Lin.  aged  44,  and 
Megan,  aged  6.  were  found  on 
an  isolated  country  footpath 
near  their  home  in  ChUlen- 
den.  Kent,  last  July. 

Josie  had  been  attacked  and 
left  for  dead  by  the  assailant, 
who  used  a hammer  as  a 
weapon.  The  family  dog  was 
also  killed. 

Despite  witnesses  seeing  an 
“agitated  man”  near  the  mur- 
der scene,  police  have  yet  to 
charge  anyone  with  the 
crime.  A local  man  was  ar- 
rested and  questioned  for  two 
days  before  being  released. 

Detectives  said  that  the  in- 
vestigation was  now  focused 
on  a "few  people"  and  had 
been  scaled  down  accord- 
ingly. More  than  5.000  people 
have  been  interviewed, 

"Lin  Russell  was  tied  and 
bound  ami  we  suspect  her 
wrists  were  tied  together  at 
some  point  during  the 
attack."  said  Detective  Chief 


Inspector  David  Stevens,  lead- 
ing the  inquiry.  "We  believe 
through  forensic  tests  that 
she  was  probably  blindfolded 
and  gagged  with  Megan's  and 
Josie's  towels,  which  they 
had  used  earlier  that  day  for  a 
school  swimming  trip. 

'The  towel  had  been  tom 
into  six  strips,  used  on  Lin, 
and  then  dumped  In  a bag  In  a 
hedge."  A passer-by  found  the 
bag  which  held  the  girls'  tow- 
els less  than  a mile  from  the 
scene  shortly  after  the 
murders. 

“Megan  had  been  con- 
strained around  the  neck  by  a 
ligature,”  Mr  Stevens  said. 
"The  killer  may  well  have 


The  towel  had 
been  tom  into 
strips,  used  on  Lin, 
and  then  dumped 
in  a hedge.’ 


used  the  shoelace  to  ensure 
that  Lin  complied  with  his  de- 
mands. It  is  vital  to  our  in- 
quiry that  the  shoelace  is 
found.” 

Mr  Stevens  said  that  police 
still  received  telephone  calls 
every  day  with  people  offer- 
ing new  pieces  of  evidence. 
Josie,  who  is  slowly  regaining 
her  memory  lost  after  the 
attack,  and  her  father,  Dr 
Shaun  Russell,  moved  to 
North  Wales  last  Christmas  to 
restart  their  life. 

Josie  is  able  to  give  limited 
help  to  police  about  the  attack 
although  experts  have  said  it 
may  take  two  years  for  her 
fUlly  to  regain  her  memory. 

"Whoever  did  this  was 
probably  a psychopath,"  Mr 
Stevens  said.  “Anyone  who 
commits  this  sort  of  crime  is 
probably  suffering  from  some 
psychological  disorder." 

Police  believe  that  some- 
body may  be  shielding  the 
killer  and  appealed  for  any 
new  witnesses. 


The  maid 


sylvia  McDermott 
Age:  44. 

Occupation:  Maid 

Royal  employment 
record 

□ June  20, 1987: 

Entered  royal  household  as : 
maid  for  Prince  and  Prin- 
cess of  Wales  for  £9,000 
and  a grace-and-favour 
apartment 

□ December  19932:  Con- 
tinued to  work  for  Diana 
after  separation.  Duties  in- 
ducted tidying,  dusting, 
sometimes  helping  her  em- 
ployer dress  for  functions, 
occasional  foreign  travel. 

□ September  20, 1996: 

. Summoned  by  Diana  and 


told  her  work  was  not  up  to 
standard.  Later  made  redun- 
dant and  given  £3,200  in 
lieu  of  notice.  Refused 
£5,500  offer  to  settle  out  of 
court 

Current  position 

Unemployed  and  homeless 

Financial  status 

Better  off  by  an  undisclosed 
amount  after  yesterday's 
settlement 

Strengths  - 

Refusal  to  backdown 

Weaknesses 

Loyalty — wanted  a long- 
term future  with  Diana 


Sylvia  McDermott . . . “better  than  winning  the  lottery1 


The  princess 


DIANA,  PRINCESS 
OF  WALES 

Age:  35 

Occupation:  Queen  of 
Hearts 

Royal  employment 
record 

□ July  19, 1981:  Became 
full  partner  in  royal  family 
after  fairytale  wedding  to 
Prince  Charles  at  St  Paul’s 

D December  1992: 

Parted  company  with  royal 
family  when  she  separated 
from  Prince  Charles. 
Adopted  guerrilla  warfare 
tactics  to  fight  battle  for 
public  sympathy 

D July  15, 1996:  Partner- 
ship with  Charles  formally 


liquidated  with  divorce. 
Received  £17  million  in 
settlement  and  kept  apart- 
ments in  Kensington  Palace 

Current  position 

Anti-landmine  campaigner, 
patron  of  six  charities, 
mother  of  future  king 

Financial  status 
In  addition  to  divorce  settle- 
ment has  estimated  £10  mil- 
lion in  the  bank 


Strengths 

Loved  by  millions  around 
world;  effective  campaigner 

Weaknesses 
Public  image  belies  unfor- 
giving character;  known  to 
be  hard  to  work  for. 


Princess's  statement  said  settlement  ‘vindicated1  her  stance 


Maid  to  order  - last-ditch  deal  keeps  Diana  out  of  court 


Stuart  MUter 


r ,v"-A 


I T COULD1  have  been  the 
industrial  tribunal  hear- 
ing; of  the.  century-  Eta* 

yesterday  an  eleventh- 

hoar  agreement  denied  the 
world  the  chance  of  seeing 
Diana.  Prince*  of  Wales, 
ring  It  oitt  with  -a  former 
nudd  who 'soed  her  for  un- 
falrdlsmissaL 


Sylvia  McDermott  had 
threatened  to  seek  a wit- 
ness order  forcing  Diana  to 
give  evidence  unless  she 
was  reinstated  to  the 
£9,0OO-a-year  cleaning  Job 

at  Kensington  Palace  which 
she  lost  last  September. 

instead  she  accepted  an 
undisclosed  sum  in  com- 
pensation yesterday  after 
her  lawyers  and  Diana  s fi- 
nancial controller  ham- 


mered out  a deal  minutes 
before  an  industrial  tribu- 
nal in  Croydon,  south  Lon- 
don, was  dne  to  hear  the 

case. 

"It’s  better  than  winning 


the  lottery,"  she  said  after- 
wards. Miss  McDermott, 
aged  44,  is  reported  to  have 
turned  down  an  earlier 
offer  of  £3,500  to  settle  foe 
matter  ont  of  court- 
David  PannWk  QP.  for  fo® 


princess,  told  the  delayed  in- 
dustrial tribunal,  which 
lasted  four  minutes  and 
heard  no  evidence:  “I  am 
happy  to  tell  the  tribunal 
that  the  parties  have 
reached  agreement  on  this 
matter. 

"The  applicant  has  ac- 
cepted a sum  by  way  of 
compensation  by  way  of 
foil  and  final  settlement  of 
her  claim.”  The  former 


maid  remained  bound  by  a 
confidentiality  clause  in 
her  employment  contract, 
he  added. 

Outside  Miss  McDermott 
said:  “I’m  pleased  it’s  all 
over.  If  yon  believe  in 
something,  you  fight  for  it 
because  everybody  de- 
serves justice.” 

But  the  princess's  office, 
presumably  relieved  to 
have  headed  off  lurid  ac- 


counts of  working  life  at 
Kensington  Palace,  also 
claimed  the  result  as  a 
victory. 

A statement  issued  later 
said:  “Diana,  Princess  of 
Wales,  is  delighted  that  a 
settlement  has  been 
reached  which  vindicated 
the  position  she  has 
adopted  all  along . . . 

“The  applicant  has  now 
agreed  that  she  was  dis- 


missed by  reason  of  redun- 
dancy, she  has  abandoned 
her  claim  for  reinstate- 
ment, and  she  has  accepted 
a sum  by  way  of  compensa- 
tion very  substantially  be- 
low what  she  had  been  de- 
manding this  morning,  and 
considerably  less  that  the 
statutory  maximum  figure 
which  the  industrial  tribu- 
nal can  award  In  a case  of 
this  type.” 


Miss  McDermott  had 
claimed  the  princess  was 
personally  Involved  in  her 
dismissal  from  the  job, 
which  included  an  apart- 
ment at  Kensington  Palace. 

She  had  been  expected  to 
allege  at  the  hearing  that 
she  had  two  meetings  with 
Diana,  who  complained 
about  her  work,  and  was 
then  told  she  had  been 
made  redundant 


Albanian 
soldiers 
win  back 
key  towns 


critics  with  fund 

for  victims 


, v - . xtr--. 


Helena  Smftfi  and  Rsuter 
ln  Tirana 


Troops  went  into 
action  to  put  down  the 
armed  uprising  In 
southern  Albania  yes- 
terday, but  faced  stiff  resis- 
tance and  in  one  skirmish  ap- 
peared to  be  forced  to  retreat 
Tanks  and  fighter  planes 
joined  the  operation,  and 
fears  grew  that  Europe’s  poor- 
est country  could  be  heading 
toward  civil  war. 

Witnesses  said  units  of 
heavily  armed  troops  and 
secret  police  regained  control 
of  several  key  towns  in  the 
region  vesterday.  including 
the  ethnic  Greek  enclave  of 
Delvino.  The  town  is  one  of 
many  where  protesters  have 
looted,  bunted  and  ransacked 
army  depots  and  municipal 
buildings  since  anti-govern- 
ment protests  exploded  into 
pitched  battles  between  state 
forces  and  thousands  beg- 
gared by  the  collapse  of  bogus 
investment  schemes. 


‘The  people  won. 
The  soldiers  got 
into  their  trucks 
and  drove  away’ 


But  the  army  retreated 
after  a clash  with  armed  in- 
surgents near  the  village  of 
Styari,  six  miles  east  of  the 
port  of  Sarande,  which  left 
four  villagers  and  at  least  two 
soldiers  wounded,  witnesses 
said.  "Eyewitnesses  just  told 
us  that  the  battle  is  over  and 
the  troops  withdrew,"  Dimi- 
tris Stefas,  an  ex-prefect  in 
the  southern  port  of  Sarande, 
said  by  telephone.  “The  fight- 
ing lasted  about  40  minutes 
and  at  least  two  soldiers  were 
wounded." 

A Greek  journalist  at  the 
scene  said:  "The  people  won. 
The  army,  about  60  soldiers, 
got  into  their  trucks  and 
drove  away." 

Rebels  drove  a tank  cap- 


tured from  the  army  gleefully 
through  the  streets  of  Sar- 
ande. Hundreds  of  heavily 
armed  men  set  up  a defence 
line  in  die  hills  at  the  en- 
trance to  the  town,  saying 
they  were  determined  to  tight 
to  the  finish. 

The  protesters  say  they  will 
back  down  only  once  Presi- 
dent Sail  Berisha  and  his 
rightwing  Democratic  Party 
resign.  Western  diplomats  In 
Tirana  said  Mr  Berisha  was 
determined  to  quash  the 
rebellion  by  Isolating  the 
rebel  enclaves,  not  least  the 
port  town  of  Vlore  which  has 
raged  out  of  control  for  the  , 
past  three  weeks. 

Yesterday,  state  television 
reported  that  residents  in  the 
southern  town  of  Pier  had 
handed  in  3,500  weapons  and 
explosives  seized  from  nearby  | 
army  barracks.  They  had  res- 
ponded to  a call  by  the  gov- 
ernment to  return  the  arms 
or  face  "being  shot  at  without 
warning". 

The  Dutch  prime  minister, 
Wim  Kok,  said  the  European 
Union  was  sending  his  coun- 
try’s foreign  minister  to  Alba- 
nia tomorrow  for  emergency 
talks. 

A Council  of  Europe  delega- 
tion arrived  yesterday  but  an 
expected  mission  from  the 
Organisation  for  Security  and 
Co-operation  in  Europe  failed 
to  arrive.  "The  Albanians 
said  they  don't  know  whether 
this  is  the  right  time,"  a West- 
ern diplomatic  source  source 
said. 

Last  night  Tirana  remained 
eerily  calm  on  the  fourth  day 
of  a dusk-to-dawn  curfew  im- 
posed by  the  government  In 
an  unwelcome  reminder  of 
the  era  of  Enver  Hoxha,  the 
late  dictator  who  ruled  Alba- 
nia for  45  years,  only  secret 
police  now  speed  along  the 
capital's  wide,  Italian-de- 
signed boulevards  after  8pm. 

But  international  human 
rights  groups,  who  have  con- 
verged on  the  city,  say  U Is 
“boiling  underneath”.  Since 
the  weekend  scores  of  opposi- 
tion leaders  and  journalists 
have  gone  Into  hiding  for  tear 
of  their  lives. 
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A masked  Albanian  loads  anti-aircraft  ammunition  yesterday  for  an  army  tank  seized  by  rebels  from  a looted  army 
barracks  near  Sarande  photograph-,  dcuhttu  mess&us 


Owen  Bennet 
Jones  in  Geneva 
on  a costly  plan 
to  silence 
Holocaust 
allegations 

THE  Swiss  president,  Ar- 
nold Roller,  announced 
a plan  yesterday  to  cre- 
ate a huge  £3  billion  founda- 
tion for  the  victims  of  catas- 
trophes. poverty,  genocide  or 
severe  human  rights  viola- 
tions such  as  the  Holocaust. 

The  president  said  Switzer- 
land's reputation  had  been 
"tainted  by  the  impression 
that  the  country  profited  and 
enriched  itself  thanks  to  the  , 
war".  The  World  Jewish  Con- 
gress has  accused  Swiss  fi- 
nancial institutions  of  sitting 
on  billions  of  pounds  worth  of 
Nazi  and  Jewish  assets  dating 
back  to  the  wartime  period. 

The  president  said  that  offi- 
cial inquiries  which  were 
under  way  had  to  assess  the 
truth  of  those  allegations.  , 
While  he  defended  some  as- 
pects of  wartime  conduct  I 
such  as  the  policy  of  neutral- , 
ity,  he  conceded  that  several 
moral  lapses  — particularly  1 
in  the  Swiss  attitude  towards 
refugees  — should  be  ac- 
knowledged immediately. 

“We  cannot  deny  that 
people  who  stood  at  our  fron- 
tiers in  extreme  need  were 
faint-heartedly  sent  to  a cer- 
tain death.”  the  president 
said. 

Swiss  officials  are  portray- 
ing the  fund  as  an  expression 
of  gratitude  that  Switzerland 
did  not  suffer  much  during 
the  second  world  war.  They 
say  the  existence  of  the  Swiss 
Foundation  Far  Solidarity,  as 
it  is  being  called,  will  not 
have  any  legal  bearing  on  the 
claims  against  Swiss  banks 
being  matte  by  Holocaust  sur- 
vivors. But  the  Swiss  govern- 
ment clearly  hopes  that  the 
size  of  the  proposed  fUnd  will 
buy  off  the  country's  foreign 
critics. 

Late  last  year  international 
Jewish  organisations  were 
calling  for  an  initial  fund  of 
£ioo  million.  By  offering 
£3  billion,  the  Swiss  hope  to 
stun  their  critics  into  silence. 
The  proposed  foundation 
dwarfs  the  £45  million  fond 
set  up  by  the  three  biggest 
Swiss  banks  last  month.  That 
will  still  go  ahead  and  make 
immediate  payments  to  Holo- 
I caust  victims.  And  since  it 


wUl  take  up  to  two  years  to 
establish  die  Swiss  Founda- 
tion For  Solidarity,  the  gov- 
ernment has  approved  a 
£45  million  payment  from  the 
Swiss  National  Bonk  to  bol- 
ster the  contribution  from  toe 
commercial  banks. 

But  the  government  may 
have  problems  getting  its 
plan  approved.  A leading 
Swiss  rightwinger.  Christoph 
Btocher.  said  It  had  “lost  its 
head".  Last  week  he  threat- 
ened to  call  a referendum  If 
the  government  tried  to  use 
taxpayers'  money  for  a com- 
pensation fond. 

President  Holler's  response 
was  a declaration  that  toe 
government  “defiantly 
renounces  using  tax  money  to 
make  any  payments"  to  the 
foundation.  Instead  It  planned 
to  put  aside  around  £3  billion 
worth  of  the  country’s  gold 
reserves.  The  money  has  be- 
come available  because  Swiss 
gold  reserves  have  been 
under-valued  by  some 
£6  billion. 

But  despite  the  attempt  to 
fudge  the  source  of  the 
money.  It  seems  inevitable 


‘People  who  stood 
at  our  frontiers 
were  sent  to  a 
certain  death* 


that  there  will  have  to  be  a 
referendum. 

By  suggesting  a foundation 
on  this  scale  the  government 
is  Implicitly  acknowledging 
that  the  claims  being  mode 
against  the  bonks  by  Holo- 
caust survivors  arc  unlikely 
to  be  resolved  satisfactorily. 
Swiss  bankers  have  said  they 
do  not  believe  many  dormant 
accounts  remain  on  their 
books.  That,  of  course,  raises 
the  question  of  where  the 
money  deposited  by  Jewish 
families  before  and  during 
the  second  world  war  went 

The  president  said  with  his 
announcement  he  believed 
the  Swiss  government  had 
now  taken  the  initiative  and 
was  one  step  ahead  of  its 
critics. 

in  Britain,  the  Labour  MP, 
Greville  Janner.  chairman  of 
the  Holocaust  Educational 
Trust,  welcomed  the  fond  but 
described  it  as  a “pre-emptive 
strike".  He  said  the  Swiss  had 
effectively  admitted  that  for- 
th er  investigations  would 
shed  more  light  on  how  they 
were  involved  in  helping  Nazi 
Germany. 


Turkish  PM  ‘gives  in 
to  military  pressure’ 


Erik  Klrschbaum  In  Bonn 

GERMANY'S  research 
minister.  JQrgen 
RGttgers.  called  for  a world- 
wide ban  on  cloning  humans 
yesterday  and  denounced  sci- 
entists’ pro-cloning  argu- 
ments that,  he  said,  mirrored 
the  Nazis'  way  of  thinking 
Mr  ROttgers  said  cloning 
was  already  outlawed  in  Ger- 
many and  he  hoped  a similar 
ban  on  human  embryo 
research  could  be  adopted  by 
Unesco,  the  United  Nations 
Educational.  Scientific  and 
Cultural  Organisation. 

"I  believe  that,  within  the 
framework  of  Unesco,  we 
need  to  ensure  that  cloning  is 
banned  worldwide,”  he  said. 
"We  simply  cannot  stand  by 
and  allow  humans  to  be  cop- 
ied. That  would  be  breaking 
through  an  ethical  barrier 
that  goes  ter  beyond  even  the 
barrier  of  the  atomic  bomb." 

News  that  scientists  have 
cloned  sheep  has  stirred  pain- 
ful memories  in  Germany  of 
Nazi  attempts  to  breed  a mas- 
ter race  of  Aryans. 

"The  door  has  been  opened 
for  turning  humans  into  in- 
struments." said  Karlheinz  , 

Steinmueller.  a scientist  "Ad-  | 
vert  users  may  one  day  be  able  | 
to  offer  you  babies  with  blue 
eyes  and  blond  hair.” 
Reflecting  its  shame  about 
horrific  Nazi  experiments  on 
humans,  Germany  has  strict 
limits  on  genetic  research 
and  the  public  is  fiercely  op- 
posed to  genetic  manipulation 
even  of  agricultural  products. 
Surrogate  motherhood  is 
outlawed. 

Mr  RGttgers  said  it  was  per- 
verse for  scientists  in  the 
United  States  to  defend  the 
possibility  of  cloning  humane 
for  medical  reasons,  such  as 
malting  it  easier  to  transplant 
organs. 

“Humans  would  be  bred  for 
spare  parts  and  later  carved 
up,"  he  said. 

"That  is  the  exactly  the 
same  thinking  that  drove  the 
Nazis  to  their  research  on 
human  breeding." 

The  cover  of  the  latest  issue 
of  news  magazine  Der  Spiegel 
features  a line  of  Adolf  Hitlers 
marching  nest  to  columns  of 
Albert  Einsteins  and  Claudia 
Schillers, 

Standing  next  to  them  is 
Dolly,  the  sheep  cloned  in 
Scotland.  — Reuter. 


Chris  NuttaD  In  Ankara 

TURKEY’S  first  Islamist 
prime  minister.  Necmet- 
tin  Erbakan,  was 
reported  last  night  to  have 
caved  in  to  pressure  from  the 
powerful  military  and  agreed 
to  a list  of  measures  designed 
to  stamp  out  Muslim 
fundamentalism. 

The  private  television 
station.  Show  TV.  said  that 
Mr  Erbakan  had  finally 
agreed  to  a military  plan 
which  would  reverse  many  of 
his  eight-month-old  coali- 
tion's prolslamic  policies. 

Other  stations  speculated 
that  he  had  signed  the  rele- 
vant document  and  given  It  to 
his  coalition  partner,  Tansu 
Ciller,  who  was  seen  carrying 
a large  envelope  Into  a meet- 
ing with  the  secretary-general  j 
of  the  National  Security  I 
Council  (NSC;. 

She  later  told  MPs  of  her  1 
True  Path  Party:  “The  prob- 1 
lem  has  been  totally 
resolved." 

Mr  Erbakan,  leader  of  the 
Welfare  Party,  had  Just  con- 
cluded meetings  with  the 
leaders  of  opposition  parties, 
where  he  had  tried  to  win 
support  for  his  stand  against 
the  military.  But  his  argu- 
ments about  the  supremacy  rtf 
parliament,  and  that  tbe  NSC 
had  no  right  to  put  pressure 
on  it,  fell  on  deaf  ears. 

Yesut  Yilmaz,  the  leader  of 


Necmettin  Erbakan:  Failed 
to  win  opposition  support 

the  Motherland  Party,  said: 
“These  meetings  are  nothing 
other  than  Mr  Erbakan  look- 
ing for  partners  to  share  In 
Welfare's  mistakes." 

A senior  member  of  the 
Welfare  Party  has  also  said 
Mr  Erbakan  should  resign  or 
call  on  parliament  to  handle 
the  situation,  if  he  was  deter- 1 
mined  not  to  agree  to  what  , 
amounted  to  an  ultimatum  I 
from  the  military.  I 

“There  is  a crisis  in  Tur- 1 
key.  The  tension  has  risen 
gravely  as  he  is  still  refusing 
to  sign  the  National  Security 
Council  plan,”  Aydin  Mende- 
res  told  Turkish  television  on 
Tuesday.  Mr  Menderes's 


tether  was  a prime  minister 
who  was  hanged  by  the  mili- 
tary after  the  first  of  three 
coups  since  1960. 

Pressure  from  the  secular 
establishment  intensified  yes- 
terday as  the  military  leaked 
to  the  media  some  of  the  intel- 1 
ligence  presented  at  the  NSC  j 
meeting.  ! 

The  Milliyet  newspaper 
said  that  a video  was  shown  : 
of  young  students  of  the  Ko- 
ran spitting  at  a statue  of  Ke- 
mal  Ataturk.  the  founder  of 
the  secular  republic. 

There  were  front  page 
stories  about  an  oath  children 
were  being  made  to  take  in 
religious  classes.  It  says:  ”1 
swear  by  God  that  I will  de- 
vote my  life  to  fighting 
against  the  atheism  of  Mus- 
tafa Kemal,  1 will  struggle  to 
change  Turkey  into  a reli- 
gious and  Sharia  state  as  soon 
as  possible." 

Among  other  measures,  the 
generals  recommend  tbe  clo- 
sure of  Koranic  schools  run 
by  fundamentalists. 

Speculation  surrounds 
today's  cabinet  meeting  over 
whether  Mrs  Ciller  will 
threaten  to  withdraw  from 
the  government  if  Mr  Erba- 
kan continues  to  resist  sign- 
ing the  NSC  document 

The  collapse  of  the  coalition 
could  lead  to  attempts  to  form 
a government  of  national 
unity  by  tbe  secular  parties 
or  the  calling  of  a general 
election. 


With  a TSB  fixed  rati 
mortgage  you  won’t  hav 
worry  who  moves  in 


to 


Italy  ends  50  years  of  delays  to  set  date  for  return 
of  obelisk  seized  from  Ethiopia  by  Mussolini 


John  Hooper  hi  Rome 

HALF  a century  after 
promising  to  give  it 
back,  Italy  ha«  set  a date 
for  the  return  of  one  of 
Ethiopia’s  most  cherished 
monuments. 

The  Axum  obelisk,  which 
stands  outside  the  head- 
quarters of  the  United 
Nations’  Food  and  Agricul- 
tural Organisation  near  the 
Circo  Massimo,  is  to  be 
returned  by  tbe  end  of  the 
year,  a statement  by  tbe 
foreign  ministry  said. 

The  obelisk  was  seized, 
on  the  orders  of  the  dicta- 
tor Benito  Mussolini,  after 


Italy's  conquest  of  Ethiopia 
in  1935. 

Rome’s  decision  is  cer- 
tain to  renew  the  pressure 
on  other  governments  to 
surrender  looted  treasures. 
Britain  has  turned  down 
requests  from  Greece  for 
the  Elgin  Marbles. 

Italy  seems  to  have  suc- 
ceeded In  making  political 
capital  from  its  gesture: 
press  reports  suggested  Af- 
rica had  reciprocated  by 
supporting  Rome’s  Initia- 
tives at  the  UN. 

Dismantling  and  remov- 
ing the  obelisk  will  not  be 
easy  — it  stands  almost  80ft 
high  and  weighs  200  tons. 

The  monolith,  dated  to, 


the  3rd  century  AD,  once 
stood  over  the  tomb  of  a 
pagan  king.  The  Axumite 
empire  ruled  northern 
Ethiopia  for  1,000  years 
until  the  8th  century  AD. 

There  are  more  than 
1,000  Axumite  obelisks,  bnt 
this  is  one  of  the  three  most 
Important  because  of  elabo- 
rate carvings  on  its  sides. 

Once  in  Rome  it  became 
the  centrepiece  of  celebra- 
tions marking  the  15th  an- 
niversary of  Mussolini's  ac- 
cession to  power. 

In  1947  Italy  and  Ethiopia 
signed  a treaty  ordering  die 
Italians  to  restore  "objects 
of  historical  value”,  but 
tbe  obelisk  remained. 


Tbe  uncertainty  around  election  time 
can  lead  to  changing  interest  rates , 
which  means  the  amount  you  pay  on 
your  mortgage  each  month  can  become 
unpredictable. 

Taking  out  a TSB  fixed  rate  mortgage 
guarantees  that  your  monthly  interest 
payments  remain  constant , making  it  easier 


for  you  to  plan  your  budget. 

Call  TSB  PhoneBank  free  on  the 
number  below  or  call  into  your  local 
branch  for  a quotation. 

And  give  yourself  some  peace  of  mind 
for  the  unforseeable  future. 


CALL  FREE 

OuMins  i»t  GUN! 


0500  758  OOO 


Mortgages  Q0Q  w*  wagyw 
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YOUR  HOME  fS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS 
ON  A MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOANS  SECURED  ON  IT. 
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Panarna  urges  multi-n^ti,^!  fight 


Sword  hangs  over 
US  anti-drugs  base 


WORLD  NEWS  7 


News  in  brief 


Bunson  fan  Sam  Bias, 


- S A REFORMED  drug 

. MW  dealer,  “Rafeel"  Has  a 

personal  reason  for 
""  ^fearing  the  threatened 
closure  of  the  main  nnw^ 
Slates  anti-drag  operation  in 
Panama,  Howard  air  force 
base.. 

It  was  not  until  501b  pack- 
ages of  cocaine  washed  up  on 
the  beach  several  years  ago 
that.  Rafael  and  his  friends 
thought  of  going  into  the 
drugs  business.  True,  they 
had  seen  the  odd  bale  of  can- 
nabis dropped  from  a light 
aircraft  and  missed  in  the 
dark  by  the  drug-runners 
waiting  below  in  boats.  But 
this  was  different 

. "The  news  about  the  co- 
caine trade  began  to  appear  in  1 
the  newspapers,”  says 

— who  insisted  that  his  real 
name  not  be  used  — “and  we 
got  the  idea  that  we  could 
make  a lot  of  money  oat  of  tt” 

The  sparsely  inhabited  San 
Bias  region  and  isianric  off  the 
Caribbean  coast  of  Panama 
lie  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the 
premier  drag- trafficking  cor- 
ridors in  the  Americas.  Until 
a couple  of  years  ago,  US 
sources  say,  15  or  20  lie**  air- 
craft a night  would  pass  over- 
head, each  carrying  hundreds 
of  pounds  of  cocaine. 

The  odd  missing  p»r»feag¥> 
was  of  little  concern  to  the 
traffickers. 

Then,  says  Rafael.  the  sup- 
ply dried  np.  Tor  two  or  three 
years  there’s  been  no  drugs  on 
the  Island,"  he  says.  Of  some 


£ former  regular  users,  only 
the  half-dozen  who  travel  rag* 
olarfy  to  Panama  City  are  sQQ 
snorting  the  white  powder. 

The  reason  was  a sudden 
change  of  tactics  by  the  Colom- 
bian cartels.  They  were  forced 
to  use  speedboats  when  the  Co- 
lombian gov«meot,  us 
pressure,  began  a closer  scru- 


fev  t. 


ipiiii 

[if  , ^ l Howard 
£>’*>'  USAF  base 

Bife  -v  it.  rrzJkt-J 


f 


The  cocaine,  of  course, 
keep®  mining  But  those  in- 
volved in  US  interdiction 
efforts  believe  the  problem 
would  be  much  worse  if  their 
Panama-based  anti-drugs  op- 
erations were  dosed  down. 

ff  something  Is  not  done 
soon,  however,  *h»t  is  pre- 
cisely what  will  happen. 
Under  the  19T7  Panama  Canal 
treaties,  Howard  air  farce 
base  — local  home  to  the  j 
“war  on  drugs”  — is  due  to  be 
handed  back  to  Panama,  with 
the  other  six  US  bases,  in 
under  three  years’ time. 


With  it  would  go  what  some  IV  . fit' % flBl^B^Bl 

see  as  a key  intelligence-gath-  t?  . ^^B,  WW%M,  flBr  H 

firing  operation,  astride  the  ^mUk  MIN  /fll  % 

main  drags  route  into  the  US,  B>v  SBk  f ■-  " IJ.f  V iB 

and  a location  which  helps  ot>  Bt  \ m frAV  1 JK 

tain  co-operation  from  other  B u ,',^^BlfN  . a - (*.  BV  i . 

Latin  American  countries.  Bv  ^BBJ  I B «B  " _ • 

It  was  at  the  initiative  of  fla-  ; B[^2  fl  Bgr  w B 

worried  US  air  force  and  cos-  f*T  , Iffy  A-'i  ’ I .1  Bfc 

toms  Officials,  American  - flr  & & - I i . 

sources  say,  that  the  Panama-  4 : 

uian  government  took  up  the  Wm&M  < >1 1 

idea  of  a multi-national  drugs  * wl-  * : 

task  tore  based  at  Howard;  ' ”T  |>fT ■ * . 

an  idea  which  both  govern-  1 . B Hl 

meats  say  is  now  the  focus  of  nuflBlkil^B 

“preliminary  discussions”.  | ^BB  a 

But  if  no  agreement  is  Kwfl 
reached  by  mid-year  it  will  be  n&m  » 

too  late  to  inclmie  money  for  rJB  ' B"  jS;';  - ■ fl^B  ^ $ \ 

toe  base  in  toe  Pentagon’3  Be  •>  I 

regular  budgeting  cycle,  and  PI  R iJ  * 9 

the  opportunity  may  be  lost.  [ .-f^f R ' -“W  . - W \ 

“For  Panamanian  president  r ’ - . r*.  /K  ' tB~j  ' 

[Ernesto]  Perez  Balia  dares  L ' -'  /%  • . . |dV 

it's  largely  a packaging  prob-  -fl  juB  u j '■  U A ■ : # V 

lem,”  says  Ambler  Moss,  the  Nttlgfl  ■ /P  B 1 ^ 

former  US  ambassador  to  ^RT  flfl  j if  m.  Tf  ..  B 

I Panama  and  now  the  director  J i F-e  ^ 

trf the  North-South  centre  at  -^BL*'  rmm  . J 

i Miami  University.  But  the  1 

kind  of  financial  sweeteners  J 

that  would  make  toe  deal  pop-  ^^B  fl 

ular  and  help  his  re-election  ^^B  M. 

campaign  may  be  more  than  h 

the  US  is  wining  to  pay  when  ^^B  1 ^^^B  ' F 

budget  cuts  are  forcing  toe  ^R  B ^^B  ^^R  / fl 

closure  of  bases  back  home.  ^B  RJ^R^^^BH^B  ^B  . jBB 

Closure  of  the  base  would  w ^^R  u 

bf-  a rivtawtp-r  fnr  tVx*  Ran  Wag  ^ 

Islanders,  says  Rafael,  who  RPN^Hf1  - ^^R  ^^B  .B  Bp 

riflimg  to  have  gone  straight  R7  '^r  V f 

since  his  supplies  dried  up.  IB...  ;". . . <^B  i>^Bf  ^^B  f 

“ITs  a great  threat  I always  . B^R -. ' - J:  , 

said  if  we  didn’t  get  rid  of  this  [ : • ^B'-*- 

temptation,  future  genera-  [>  ■ . BefT  ’•  ■•;'|^R^.-:‘'?.!?^Ri£iR^B^  fl^fl 

ticns  would  be  rained.  If  toe  

drugs  arrive,  the  people  will  A Panamanian  student  demands  the  closure  of  US  bases.  With  no  army  of  its  own,  Panama 
keep  using  them.”  is  wary  of  allowing  a foreign  military  presence  to  continue  photograph:  jon  mitchell 


‘No  husband,  no  daughter,  no 
uncle,  no  cousin,  no  mother’ 


Car  rental  firm 
‘refused  Jews’ 


A New  York  Times  correspondent  in  the 
village  of  Villadaragh  views  the  dismal 
aftermath  of  Iran’s  huge  earthquake 


IT  TOOK  just  15  seconds  for 
Farzaneh  Akhwan’s  life  to 
change  forever.  The  earth- 
quake that  struck  VQIadar- 
agb  last  Friday  swept  away 
her  home  and  took  the  lives  of 
almost  her  entire  family. 

“Your  ebfid  is  alone  now,*’- 1 
she  wailed  to  her  dead  i 
mother,  heating  her  hands  on 
her  head  in  grief  “No  hus- 
band, no  daughter,  no  uncle, 
no  cousin,  no  mother." 

Sitting  on  a pile  of  rubble. 
Ms  Akhwan  gazed  down  at  a 
scene  of  devastation.  More 
Hmn  ioo  inhabitants  of  vnia- 
daragfa,  an  isolated  village  of 
some  1,500  people  in  moun- 
tainous north-western  Iran, 
died  when  the  quake  toppled 
their  mud  houses,  bringing 
wooden  rafters  and  debris 
down  on  those  Inside. 


( In  the  whole  of  the  affected 
region,  nearly  1,000  people 
were  killed.  2,600  injured  and 
36,000  made  homeless  by  Fri- 
day’s earthquake  which  mea- 
sured 55  on  the  Richter  scale. 
Later  came  500  aftershocks 
and  another  quake  measuring 
5.2  on  Sunday  nigbi- 

The  Iranian  Red  Crescent 
Society,  government  troops 
and  Revolutionary  Guards 
are  providing  food  and  shel- 
ter for  those  left  without 
homes.  Falling  snow,  freezing 
temperatures  and  thick  mists 
have  hampered  rescue  efforts 
by  road  and  air. 

The  Geneva-based  Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Red 
Gross  and  Red  Crescent  Soci- 
eties raHpd  -fnr  ta  R mfllinn  in 
international  aid  yesterday. 
Money  has  started  to  trickle 


in  after  Iran  made  its  first  ap- 
peal for  foreign  help  in  at 
least  10  years. 

In  the  wake  of  the  up- 
heaval, an  eerie  rafm  seemed 
to  lave  settled  over  Villadar- 
agh. Tough  forming  men  held 
their  hp^ite  in  ghnrit,  or  hud- 
dled for  yhailtpr  in  npa  of  ttu» 
thousands  nf  tmt« 

Only  the  sound  of  children 
crying  drifted  across  the 
remains  of  thp  village,  along 
with,  an  acrid  smoke  as  survi- 
vors burned  tyres  and  timber 
to  keep  warm. 

“Those  who  have  survived 
are  dying  inside  because  they 
have  lost  everything,”  said 
GafurLutfi.  a fanner  and  bee- 
keeper whose  mother  and  two 
. nieces  died.  “AH  we  had  in 
the  village  was  our  animals 
and  they  are  all  dead  now.” 
“These  are  simple  people,” 
said  Wamifar  Ahrend,  an  ar- 
chitecture student  from 
Tehran,  who  bad  come  to 
study  the  effects  of  earth- 
quakes on  historical 
buildings. 


“They  simply  don’t  under- 
stand what  has  happened  to 
them.’’  he  said.  “Grown  men 
have  kiKswi  my  hand  today 
because  they  thought  I could 
l help  them.” 

Grieving  relatives  followed 
ambulances  rantafning  the 
bodies  of  the  victims  through 
Villadaiagh's  narrow  streets, 
heading  for  a cemetery  at  the 

and  of  thp  village,  the  nam« 
of  the  dead  scratched  hastily 
on  slips  of  card  and  fixed 
roughly  to  the  graves.  j 

Mud  flowed  down  the  steep 
streets,  churned  up  by  me- 
chanical diggers  sent  by  the 
government  to  shift  mounds 
of  debris  in  the  search  for 
corpses.  In  the  nearby  village 
of  Saranin.  a hot  spring  had 
been  converted  into  a morgue 
where  bodies  were  washed  ac- 
cording to  Islamic  ritual  be- 
fore buriaL 

Police  officials  in  ArdabD, 
the  provincial  capital,  said 
rescue  workers  were  still 
finding  bodies  in  less  accessi- 
ble areas. 


Richard  Thomas 
In  Washington 


EFFORTS  by  corporate 
America  to  shed  its 
racist  image  suffered 
a fresh  setback  yes- 
terday when  employees  at  the 
car  rental  company  Avis  de- 
scribed how  Jews,  code- 
named  “Yeshlvas”,  had  been 
barred. 

After  a rash  of  discrimina- 
tion settlements  against  firms 
In  the  United  States  the  accu- 
sations of  anti-Semitism  at 
the  Avis  branch  in  Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,  have  triggered  a 
new  and  potentially  expen- 
sive court  case. 

Six  former  Avis  telephone 
sales  workers  said  in  a sworn 
statement  filed  in  Raleigh, 
North  Carolina,  that  employ- 
ees were  using  the  term  Ye- 
shiva  — a Hebrew  word 
meaning  school  — to  identify 
ultra-Orthodox  Jewish  firms 
who  were  then  refused  ser- 
vice or  discounts. 


One  of  the  claimants, 
Elaine  Rodgers,  said  in  her 
written  testimony:  "Telesales 
agents  used  the  word  *Ye> 
shiva’  to  refer  to  Hasidic 
Jews.” 

Other  Avis  workers  said 
they  bad  been  told  to  listen 
for  Jewish  accents  and  be  sus- 
picious of  requests  for  ac- 
counts from  parts  of  the 
country  with  large  Jewish 
communities. 

The  claim  of  racial  discrimi- 
nation marks  a new  chapter  in 
Avis’s  fight  to  clear  its  name 
of  racism,  just  as  another  epi- 
sode was  closing.  Avis’s  chief 
legal  adviser,  John  Carley, 
said  yesterday  that  three 
black  women  in  North  Caro- 
lina had  received  out-of-court 
settlements  in  exchange  for 
dropping  their  datmi;  of  rac- 
ism. The  women’s  case  had 
beat  supported  by  eight  Avis 
employees  in  New  Hanover. 
North  Carolina. 

Black  customers  had  alleg- 
edly been  falsely  told  that  no 
care  were  available  for  rent 


the 

sunset 


A leisurely 
cruise  home 
wiil  soften  the 
blow  for  those 
colonial 
masters. 
Catherine 
Sampson 
reports  from 
Hong  Kong 


US  attacks  closure  of 
Palestinian  offices 

THE  United  States  criticised  Israel  yesterday  for  the  second 
time  in  a week,  saying  a decision  to  shut  down  four  Palestinian 
offices  in  East  Jerusalem  was  “very  difficult  to  understand  ". 

“As  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  state  have  said,  this  is 
a time  when  it  is  very  Important  that  the  [Middle  East]  parties 
take  steps  that  will  build  confidence  between  them,”  the  state 
department  spokesman.  Nicholas  Bums,  said. 

Israel’s  prime  minister, Binysunln  Netanyahu,  ordered  the 
closure  on  Tuesday.  His  spokesman  said  yesterday  Israel  would 
not  carry  out  a West  Rank  pullback,  due  this  week,  unless  the 
offices  were  shut.  ...  . 

Israel  says  the  offices  violate  peace  agreements  with  toe 
Palestine  Liberation  Organisation.  But  toe  PLO’s  top  official  in 
Jerusalem  said  the  decision  was  aimed  at  stirring  conflict. 

Mr  Netanyahu’s  move  followed  his  decision  last  week  to 
authorise  a plan  to  build  6,500  more  Jewish  homes  In  mainly 
Arab  East  Jerusalem,  a decision  also  criticised  by  President 
Clinton  at  a White  House  meeting  with  Yasser  Aralat  on 
Monday.  — Reuter.  Washington. 

Dinosaur  egg  trove  found 

A TREASURE  trove  of  dinosaur  eggs,  of  a type  never  seen  before, 
has  been  discovered  on  a vast  site  near  Montpellier  in  southern 
France,  a French  palaeontologist  said  yesterday. 

Alain  Cabot  said  scientists  found  the  eggs  near  the  famed  Etang 
deThau  (Thau  Pond).  The  site  stretched  across  a 10-square  mQe 
area,  be  said. 

“the  nests  contain  a countless  number  of  eggs  in  very  good 
condition,  preserved  in  layers  of  clay  and  limestone,”  Mr  Cabot 
said.  No  bones  were  found,  but  some  eggs  are  thought  to  contain 
dinosaur  foetuses.  — AP.  Ports: 


Clinton  tightens  gun  law 

PRESIDENT  Clinton  yesterday  signed  a directive  requiring 
would-be  gun  buyers  to  prove  that  they  have  resided  in  a state  for 
at  least  90  days  to  be  eligible  to  possess  a weapon. 

The  measure  follows  last  month’s  shooting  at  the  Empire  State 
Building  in  New  York  in  which  one  person  was  killed  and  six 
wounded.  The  gunman.  Ali  Abu  Kamnl,  bought  his  semi-auto- 
matic handgun  in  Florida  after  staying  in  a motel  there  for  three 
weeks.  — Roar.  Washington. 


France  ‘to  cut  Africa  force’ 

FRANCE  plans  to  scale  down  its  military  presence  in  black 
Africa,  according  to  reports  in  Le  Monde  of  a meeting  of  service 
chiefs  and  ministers  with  President  Jacques  Chirac  this  week. 
About  3,000 of  the  8.300 troops  based  in  seven  former  colonies 
could  be  withdrawn  by  2002.  Special  defence  and  assistance 
agreements  in  operation  for  more  than  30  years  are  to  be  redrawn. 

Defence  chiefs  believe  a 30  per  cent  cut  in  the  African  force  is 
needed  because  France's  military  capacity  will  be  reduced  by  the 
end  of  national  service. 

Mr  Chirac  has  been  advised  that  the  biggest  military  base  in 
Djibouti,  east  Africa,  should  be  maintained,  along  with  smaller, 
strategic  installations  in  Ivory  Coast.  Gabon  and  Senegal.  — Paul 
Webster,  Paris. 


Cocaine  flood  continues 

POLICING  by  local  and  United  States  drug  agents  has  done  little 
to  stem  the  flow  of  cocaine  from  South  America  to  the  US 

mainland  and  Europe,  a United  Nations  drug  official  has  warned. 

Sandro  Calvani  «irf  the  amount  ofheroin  flowing  through  the 
region  has  risen  substantially  over  toe  past  year,  with  significant 
amounts  being  found  in  Puerto  Rico,  St  Martin,  Cuba,  Belize  and 
the  Dominican  Republic.  He  spoke  in  Barbados  during  the  issu- 
ance of  the  International  Drug  Control  Board's  1996  report 
US  narcotics  agents  estimate  that  between  30  and  40  per  cent  of 
all  illegal  drugs  reaching  the  US  mainland  pass  through  the 
Caribbean.  — AP.  Bridgetown. 


Judge  bans  Culkin  parents 

THE  long-running  saga  cflife  in  one  of  America’s  most  famous 
dysfunctional  Tamil  ips  took  a fresh  twist  on  Tuesday  when  a 
Manhattan  judge  disqualified  toe  parents  of  Home  Alone  star 
Macaulay  Culkin  as  guardians  of  his  multi-million  dollar  fortune. 

New  York  supreme  court  judge  David  Saxe  appointed  the 
16-year-old  actor's  lawyer  and  accountant  as  legal  guardians  of 
his  estate,  said  to  be  worth  $17  million  (£10.5  mfllian). 

The  judge  said  he  had  heard  regularly  of  crises  that  occurred 
because  Macaulay's  parents  were  unable  to  pay  the  rent  an  the 
family's  three  apartments.  In  his  ruling  he  gave  permission  for 
Macaulay  to  dip  into  his  fortune  to  buy  a home  for  himself  and  his 
family. 

Macaulay’s  parents.  Kit  Culkin  and  Patricia  Brentrup,  wbo 
jointly  managed  the  acting  careers  of  their  seven  chfldrao.  have 
been  locked  in  a bitter  custody  dispute  since  their  relationship 
broke  down  in  1995.  — Jan  Katz.  Nod  York. 


Grandparents  in  the  frame 

THE  average  age  of  Italian  motoristsfound  speeding  was  67, 
police  figures  for  last  month  show.  But  the  head  of  traffic  police. 
Massimo  OcceUo,  said  many  speedsters  claimed  their  grand- 
father or  grandmother  was  driving  at  toe  time  to  avoid  having 
their  licences  endorsed  or  suspended. 

Italian  police  do  not  ebase  and  confront  speeding  motorists  but 
use  a system  which  simultaneously  measures  the  speed  erf  a car 
and  takes  a photograph  of  Its  number  plate— but  not  the 
driver.  — John  Hoopa \ Rome. 


Shine  pianist  is 
bitten  by  critics 


The  Oriana  arrives  in  Victoria  Harbour  yesterday.  It  will  sail  today  carrying  some  of  the  colony’s  top  civil  servants  home  photograph;  cwrocortesw 


Dozens  of  Hong 
Song’s  British  man- 
d&rins  were  packing 
frantically  last  night  before 
sailing  off  into  the  sunset 
from  Victoria  Harbour  on 
the  cruise  ship  Oriana 
today,  leaving  homes  and 
afreets,  behind  them  far- 
over  and  heading  for  the  al- 
together less  exotic  destina- 
tion of  Southampton  docks. 

If  you  have  to  leave  the 
Perks  and  privileges  of  a 
ufe  in  Her  Majesty’s  Over- 
seas Civil  Service  this  must 
he  the  way  to  do  it,:spend- 
mg  a month  at  the  expense 
of  the  taxpayer  meandering 
across  the  TwHaa  Ocean 


and  up  round  the  Cape, 
hugging  the  coastline  of  Af- 
rica and  Europe. 

Retiring  civil  servants 
will  be  able  to  drink  a long 
farewell  to  Hong  Kong  in 
the  Oriana’s  nhte  bars  and 
lounges,  then  swim  It  off  in 
the  ship's  three  pools. 

A se*  voyage  home  Is  stip- 
ulated in  the  conditions  <w 
service  for  thtwe  whojOhtod 
before  1984.  The  Ortanas 
passengers  aresomeof 
Hong  Kong’s  most  senior 
civil  servants — mostly  mm 

who  have  nm  the  colony. 

striking  a halmaoe  ^tween 
regulation  nndjotoer^ 
government  which  has  cre- 


ated one  of  the  world’s  most 
dynamic  cities. 

In  turn,  Hong  .Kong  has 
offered  exciting  careers 
which  would  be  the  envy  of 
many  a London-based  civil 
servant  These  are  people 
who  know  Hong  Kong  in- 
side out  and  who  are,  in  the 
main,  loath  to  leave. 

“rn  feel  very  sad,”  said 
Donald  Watson,  who  ar- 
rived as  a 20-year-old  police 
probationer  and  leaves  as  a 
former  commissioner  of 
pwtimM  and  excise.  “Hong 
gAng  has  been  my  life  for 
almost  37  years.  It’s  been 
very  good  to  me.” 

Some,  such  as  Mr  Wat- 


son, are  leaving  because 
China  has  decided  their 
jobs  must  be  tilled  by  local 
Hong  Kong  Chinese.  Others 
have  chosen  to  leave  rather 
the"  serve  Hong  Kong’s 
new  masters.  Their  deci- 
sion has  been  made  easier 
by  a generous  retirement 
package  offered  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government. 

Already,  much  of  Hong 
Hong's  civil  service  has 
been  localised,  even  where 
China  has  not  insisted.  The 
most  senior  British  civil 
servant  still  in  place  is  the 
attorney  general,  Jeremy 
Matthews,  who  will  be 
replaced  on  July  1 by  Elsie 


Leung,  a lawyer  who  has 
been  closely  Involved  in 
pro-China  politics. 

Localisation  has  caused 
| much  bad  feeling  among  ex- 
I patriate  civil  servants.  But 
it  is  an  inevitable  change 
and  one  that,  in  theory  at 
least,  tits  the  motto  of  Hong 
Kong's  transition  from 
British  colony  to  Special 
Administrative  Region  of 
China:  “Hong  Kong  people 
ruling  Hong  Kong". 

“Over  the  last  few  years, 
the  overt  British  Influence 
has  been  reduced,”  said 
Donald  Watson.  “The  expa- 
triates are  being  replaced 
with  very  competent  local 


people,  well  trained,  intelli- 
gent. They  know  a good 
thing  when  they  see  one  and 
they  won’t  let  tilings  slide." 

Mr  Watson  was  the  last 
head  of  a disciplined  ser- 
vice to  lose  his  post  to  local- 
isation, and  only  the  police 
still  retains  expatriate  offi- 
cers. Many  of  them  will 
stay,  and  Mr  Watson  said 
those  he  had  spoken  to 
were  very  positive  about 
the  future. 

As  many  as  60  govern- 
ment officers  and  their  fam- 
ilies will  sail  on  the  Oriana. 
A much  smaller  number 
has  decided  to  leave  on  the 
QE2  on  Saturday. 


Ian  Katz  In  New  York 

Richard  Heifgott,  the 
Australian  child  piano 
prodigy  whose  descent 
into  madness  is  depicted  in 
the  Oscar-nominated  film 
Shine,  could  be  forgiven  for 
feeling  more  than  usually 
confused  yesterday  morning. 

On  Tuesday  night  he  made 
his  American  concert  debut 
to  a rapturous  reception  from 
a sell-out  crowd  in  Boston’s 
Symphony  Hall.  The  next 
morning  he  woke  to  toe  kind 
of  reviews  that  have  reduced 
more  mentally  stable  per- 
formers to  nervous  wrecks. 

Writing  in  the  Boston 
Globe,  Richard  Dyer  com- 
plained that  the  idiosyncratic 
Australian's  performance  was 
“shapeless  and  utterly  inco- 
herent, entirely  in  the  present, 
without  memory  of  what  has 
happened  in  the  past  or  move- 
ment toward  fulfilment". 

Conceding  that  the  pianist 
was  “a  radiant,  endearing 
and  exasperating  presence”. 
Mr  Dyer  said  his  efforts  were 
“without  phrasing  form,  har- 
monic understanding  differ- . 
entiation  of  style,  and  often  ; 
basic  accuracy;  worst  of  all  I 
. . . without  emotional 
content”. 

The  2,000  concert-goers  who 
managed  to  snap  up  a ticket 
to  the  first  engagement  on  Mr 


Helfgotfs  sold-out  10-city  US 
tour  did  not  seem  to  notice. 

When  the  49-year-old  pia- 
nist finished  humming,  mut- 
tering and  gesticulating  his 
way  through  the  technically 
demanding  programme  of 
Chopin,  Liszt,  Mendelssohn 
and  Beethoven,  they  gave  him 
a standing  ovation  as  loud 
and  protracted  as  anything 

received  by  Richter  or  Gilels. 

To  Mr  Dyer’s  consterna- 
tion, the  audience  even  burst 
into  applause  when  Mr  Heif- 
gott threw  up  his  hands  be- 
fore he  had  completed  the 
final  passage  of  Chopin's  F- 
Mlnor  Ballade.  His  Rachma- 
ninoff encore,  a nod  to  toe  no- 
toriously difficult  composer 
who  features  heavily  in 
Shine,  had  them  roaring  in 
delight. 

Mr  Heifgott  was  being  bom- 
barded with  conflicting  mes- 
sages even  before  toe  concert. 

On  the  one  hand  Shine,  the 
film  of  his  life,  has  been  lav- 
ished with  critical  and  popu- 
lar acclaim,  attracting  seven 
Oscar  nominations. 

On  the  other,  its  director 
Scott  Hicks  has  come  under 
attack  for  allegedly  distorting 
the  facts  of  the  pianist's  life 
and  critics  have  savaged  Mr 
Helfgotfs  performance  of 
Rachmaninoffs  Third  Plano 
Concerto  on  a recently 
released  CD  — currently  NO  1 
In  the  US  classical  charts. 
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In  hock  to  the  future 

These  pension  reforms  must  be  sent  packing 


TWO  GENERATIONS  of  pensioners  — 
today's  and  tomorrow's  — have  been 
betrayed  already.  Does  yesterday’s  pro- 
posal from  the  Government  betray  a 
third  generation?  Not  according  to  the 
hype  at  yesterday's  Downing  Street 
launch  of  the  biggest  restructuring  of 
social  security  since  the  Second  World 
War.  There  was  reassurance  for  exist- 
ing workers  and  pensioners  that  the 
new  plan  would  not  affect  their  existing 
arrangements.  For  them,  the  welfare 
state  will  still  endure  but  the  next 
generation  of  workers  are  being  offered 
a new  sunlit  privatised  deal:  ownership 
of  their  own  pension  funds.  The  Gov- 
ernment is  proposing  to  return  to  these 
workers  national  insurance  contribu- 
tions which  are  currently  made  for 
pensions.  By  the  end  of  a working 
lifetime,  average  earners  are  being 
promised  a fund  of  £130,000,  sufficient 
to  provide  a pension  of  £175-a-week  tax- 
free  compared  to  the  £l20-a-week  which 
they  get  at  present  from  the  basic 
pension  plus  serps  (.the  state  eamings- 
related  pension).  Who  wouldn’t  be  at- 
tracted? Could  this  be  as  good  a deal  as 
buying  your  own  council  home?  Work- 
ers beware:  never  trust  a snake  oil 
salesman,  particularly  one  who  is  sell- 
ing something  which  does  not  flower 
For  40  years. 

It  was  the  Prime  Minister  who.  adopt- 
ing his  most  statesmanlike  posture, 
declared  yesterday  that  the  proposal  “is 
not  a vote  winner".  His  high  ethical 
stance  was  spoiled  by  a Downing  Street 
lectern  draped  in  Tory  colours.  Yet  the 
Prime  Minister’s  prediction  could  turn 
out  much  truer  than  he  desires.  Tony 
Lynes.  a social  security  specialist  puts 
the  £175-a-week  promise  in  perspective 
in  his  analysis  on  the  opposite  page:  by 
2040,  assuming  real  earnings  growth  of 
1.5  per  cent  a year,  the  new  pension 
would  represent  a mere  23  per  cent  of 
pay  — compared  to  36  per  cent  which 
men  on  average  earnings  currently 


receive.  No  other  western  state  believes 
36  per  cent  is  adequate,  let  alone  23  per 
cent  Worse  still,  the  assumptions  on 
: which  ministers  are  basing  their  £175 
pension  projection,  are  skewed  accord- 
ing to  some  actuaries  contacted  yester- 
day. One  senior  specialist  believed  the 
I administrative  cost  of  such  a scheme 
would  reduce  the  ‘basic  pension’  in  the 
package  from  £63  to  £45-a-week-  With 
the  government  guaranteeing  £63.  that 
would  leave  taxpayers  with  a hefty  bill. 

The  real  reason  why  ministers  want 
to  privatise  pensions  is  the  rising  cost 
of  social  security.  The  current  £34 
billion  cost  of  basic  pension  plus  serps 
is  due  to  rise  to  £54  billion  over  the  next 
four  decades.  Yesterday’s  package 
would  save  the  Government  £40  billion. 
So  who  is  going  to  pick  up  this  tab?  A 
big  slice  will  be  placed  on  the  genera- 
tion being  offered  the  new  deal.  Unlike 
current  pension  contributors,  the  new 
generation  will  not  be  given  tax  relief 
on  their  contributions.  For  high  earn- 
ers this  will  mean  major  tax  hikes.  A 
£60,000-a-year  worker,  who  pays  £9,000 
in  pension  contributions,  currently 
receives  £3.600  in  tax  relief.  Such  a huge 
increase  in  tax  on  the  high  paid  looks 
redistributive  but  there’s  a hitch.  The 
low  paid  would  also  not  get  any  tax 
relief  on  their  contributions  and  unlike 
the  high  paid,  would  not  benefit  from 
the  tax-free  status  of  the  new  pensions 
because  they  would  not  have  paid  any 
tax  under  the  existing  system. 

The  welfare  state  does  need  reform. 
State  pension  funds,  as  Frank  Field  has 
argued,  do  need  protection  from  minis- 
terial raids.  But  this  is  not  the  right 
solution.  There  is  no  guarantee  that  the 
new  generation,  denied  tax  relief  on 
their  contributions  during  their  work- 
ing life,  would  not  have  to  pay  tax  when 
they  eventually  reached  their  retire- 
ment. A nation  still  recovering  from  the 
mis-selling  of 600,000  personal  pensions, 
should  reject  this  new  con. 


Huge 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Two  parties  are  better  than  one 

Lib-Dem  support  may  be  vital  for  Blair's  constitutional  plans 


WHAT  exactly  is  the  importance  of 
yesterday’s  joint  Labour-Liberal  Demo- 
crat consultative  document  on  constitu- 
tional reform?  The  programme  which  it 
sets  out  is.  after  aiL  very  largely 
Labour’s  own  already  announced  pack- 
age. It  consists  of  commitments  — wel- 
come in  every  case  — to  incorporate  the 
European  Convention  of  Human  Rights 
into  British  law.  to  pass  a Freedom  of 
Information  Act  to  devolve  power  to 
Scotland  and  Wales  providing  that  ref- 
erendums  approve,  to  give  London  an 
elected  authority,  to  abolish  the  voting 
rights  of  hereditary  peers,  to  elect  the 
Scottish.  Welsh  and  European  parlia- 
ments by  proportional  representation, 
and  to  hold  a referendum  on  general 
election  voting  systems.  On  the  face  of 
it.  therefore,  the  document  appears  new 
only  in  giving  the  Liberal  Democrat 
imprimatur  to  the  bulk  of  Labour’s 
existing  proposals. 

Yet  look  more  carefully  and  the  docu- 
ment in  fact  sets  out  some  absolutely 
crucial  practical  refinements  of 
Labour's  package.  These  changes  could 
make  the  difference  between  the  legisla- 
tive success  and  failure  of  the  plans, 
while  also  strengthening  them  in  im- 
portant respects.  The  first  of  these,  self- 
evidently.  is  the  simple  fact  that  the 
document  is  an  agreement  between  two 
reforming  parties  to  work  together  on  a 
common  programme.  Two  parties  are 
better  than  one,  not  only  because  this 
means  that  both  parties  will  back  the 
package  in  the  division  lobbies  but  also 
because  it  gives  a broad  pluralist  legiti- 


macy to  what  Labour  is  proposing. 
From  a Labour  whip’s  point  of  view,  the 
key  (even  after  a possible  Labour  land- 
slide) may  be  the  Liberal  Democrats’ 
agreement  not  to  frustrate  the  Scottish 
referendum  and  devolution  bills.  In  a 
wider  context  the  key  is  the  coining 
together  of  competing  parties  to  provide 
a mandate  for  change  which  is  thereby 
far  stronger  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

Blurred  issues  inevitably  remain, 
many  of  them  to  do  with  timing.  Will 
the  welcome  agreement  in  favour  of  PR 
for  European  elections  actually  mean  — 
as  it  should  — that  PR  is  introduced  in 
time  for  the  1999  poll?  What  is  the 
difference  between  the  proportional 
representation  Systran  proposed  for 
Scotland  and  the  one  proposed  for 
Wales?  How.  precisely,  is  the  commit- 
ment to  reform  the  House  of  Lords  so 
I that  it  reflects  shares  of  votes  in  the 
preceding  election  to  be  implemented. 
These  may  seem  technical  issues,  but 
they  have  implications  of  principle. 
This  is  true  above  all,  in  ways  which 
may  yet  seem  obscure,  of  the  historic 
commitment  to  prepare  for  the  referen- 
dum on  proportional  representation. 
For  be  dear  about  this:  it  will  now  be  a 
referendum  on  first-past-the-post  ver- 
sus PR,  not  on  the  existing  system 
versus  a much  more  modest  reform 
such  as  the  alternative  vote.  For  this, 
the  authors  of  the  document  deserve 
real  credit.  It  turns  an  otherwise 
largely  managerial  report  into  some- 
thing of  potentially  historic  importance 
fbr  the  reform  of  corrupt  politics. 


Waiting  for  the  digital  apocalypse 

What  will  industry  do  if  computers  don’t  know  what  year  it  is? 


JF  HOLLYWOOD  had  suggested  a film, 
the  plot  would  have  been  rejected  as 
fanciful:  but  as  the  millennium  ap- 
proaches we  are  being  forced  to  take 
seriously  the  prospect  that  most  of  the 
world’s  computers  will  malfunction  un- 
less up  to  $500  billion  is  spent  globally 
to  overcome  their  inability  to  work  out 
what  century  they  are  in  after  2000.  The 
problem  arises  because  early  comput- 
ers only  had  two  figures  to  denote  the 
date  in  order  to  save  money.  When 
those  two  digits  wind  over  from  year  99 
they  won’t  know  whether  they  are  in 
1900.  2000,  Year  Zero  or  marooned  in 
Cyberspace.  As  a result  the  huge ! 
amount  of  data  geared  to  a date  will 
become  disorientated  causing  great 
confusion  In  banking  transactions, 
electrronic  money,  chemical  plants,  air 
traffic  control  and  swathes  of  industry 
dependent  on  the  digital  revolution. 

Very  few  companies  are  taking  it 
seriously.  They  regard  it  as  a minor- 


problem  to  be  sorted  out  by  boffins.  It 
isn’t  Fewer  than  ten  per  cent  of  compa- 
nies have  done  an  audit  on  the  impact 
of  the  problem.  And  those  that  have  still 
face  the  problem  of  what  to  do  about 
corrupted  data  coming  in  from  other 
computers.  Only  City  lawyers  are  sleep- 
ing peacefully. 

The  Government  is  alive  to  the  prob- 
lem. It  set  up  Taskforce  2000  to  per- 
suade industry  to  act  and  a letter  will 
go  out  to  100,000  chief  executives  this 
week  underlining  the  urgency  of  the 
problem.  But  the  Government  rejects 
statutory  action  including  an  industry- 
backed  private  member’s  bill,  on  the 
grounds  that  government  shouldn't 
compel  companies  to  do  things.  That  is 
wrong  because  procrastination  could  be 
disastrous  for  industry  as  a whole. 
Even  though  this  government  may  not 
be  around  to  pick  up  the  pieces,  it  has  a 
duty  to  the  country  to  avoid  a disaster 
i in  the  making. 


Why  Evans  is 
a true  Tory 

FAR  from  expressing  mar- 
ginal and  deviant  views, 
David  Evans  (‘Into  the  gut- 
ter', March  5)  is  surely  re- 
affirming Conservative  policy 
and  values  as  espoused  since 
1979:  the  party  boasts  of  its 
tough  line  on  immigration, 
and  its  belief  that  criminals 
should  be  punished  rather 
than  rehabilitated.  Nor  is 
Evans  the  first  Tory  in  recent 
years  to  portray  blacks  as 
criminals. 

In  £act  the  man  is  a true 
blue,  an  advocate  of  cliched 
and  narrow-minded  tradition- 
alism; a racist  who  opposes  a 
multi-cultural  society,  and 
, who  regularly  pontificates 
against  gays  and  single 
parents.  He  is  entirely  at 
home  within  the  Conserv- 
ative Party,  the  party  that  in- 
troduced Clause  28,  the  Crim- 
inal Justice  Bill  and  the 
Asylum  BUI.  that  opposes  EU 
legislation  to  curb  racism, 
that  regularly  targets  non- 
nuclear families,  and  that 
overtly  attacks  any  groups 
holding  unconventional 
views.  Well  done  Mr  Evans 
for  reminding  us  what  your 
party  really  stands  for. 

(Dr)  Adam  Fagin. 

24  Bedford  Road, 

London  N2  9DA 

\ A /HAT  a tricky  Judgment 
V V call  for  John  Major.  Does 
he  publicly  censure  Evans? 
Does  he  make  a feeble  excuse 
for  him?  Does  he  not  com- 
ment? He's  on  a loser,  what- 
ever he  does:  good  practice 
for  him. 

Michael  Burgess, 
i 12  Clubs  Lane. 

Boxford,  Sudbury. 

Suffolk  CO105HN. 

\ A /HAT  should  be  deeply 
V V disturbing  is  the  silence 
on  the  part  of  Evans's  Conser- 
vative colleagues.  A similar 
silence  was  evident  when 
Enoch  Powell  made  his  now 
famous  speeches  on  race  and 
immigration.  Then,  as  now. 
the  extreme  views  of  one  man 
were  more  representative  of 
mainstream  party  opinion 
than  many  would  like  to 

Desmond  E Coughlan. 

2/R,  75  Battlefield  Avenue. 
Glasgow  G42  9HR. 

THE  uncouth  rantings  of 
I one  intellectually  bankrupt 
thug  do  not  in  themselves  un- 
duly concern  me.  They  are  his 
own  opinions  and  only  serve 
to  illustrate  his  inabilities  to 
cope  with  the  demands  of 
modern  politics.  What  does 
concern  me  is  the  fact  that  the 
voters  of  Welwyn  and  Hatfield 
can  happily  sit  back  and  see 
this  buffoon  represent  them  in 
tiie  House  c€  Commons.  It  is 
inconceivable  bow  this  person 
was  initially  chosen  by  a Con- 
servative Association  to  repre- 
sent their  interests  in 
Parliament 
Mike  Bellion. 

1 Batbrooks  Cottages. 

Berwick,  E Sussex  BN28  6TR. 

THE  Concise  Oxford 
I Dictionary  defines  bastard 
as  "an  unpleasant  or  despic- 
able person”.  Perhaps,  then,  it 
is  a matter  of  fact  that  David 
Evans  MP  is  a bastard,  with 
the  source  of  debasement 
being  his  own  character. 

Snrnn  RTIk 
3 rue  Lanfray. 

1050  Brussels. 

I NOTE  that  Evans  left  his 
home  yesterday  driving  a 
Mercedes-Benz.  In  relation  to 
his  Britain  is  Best  mantra,  is 
this  what  he  would  can  put- 
ting his  money  where  his  marf 
IS? 

G Willough by-Hough  ton. 

106  Queensgate. 

London  SW7  SAG. 

□ Y apologising  to  Mrs  Bot- 
LJtomley  for  his  remarks 
about  her,  Evans  has 
retracted  the  only  part  at  his 
comments  tbat  everybody 
agreed  with. 

Daphne  Romney. 

26  Ellington  Street, 

London  N78PJ. 


Parental  guidance  sought  ^»t^and 


Michael  Howard 
proposes  to  penalise 
the  parents  of  juvenile 
offenders  wbo  ignore  the 
court  directions  but  has  also 
said  they  would  not  have  com- 
mitted a criminal  offence.  It 
would  indeed  be  difficult  to 
make  parents  criminally  res- 
ponsible for  their  children’s 
conduct.  However,  to  impose 
fines,  which  would  be  en- 
forced by  imprisonment,  with- 
out creating  a criminal  of- 
fence, is  a constitutionally 
novel  suggestion  and  yet  an- 
other threat  to  civil  liberty. 

The  first  step  on  this  slip- 
pery slope  was  taken  when 
courts  were  given  the  power 
to  fine  parents  for  their  chil- 
dren’s offences.  As  anyone 
who  attends  the  courts  knows, 
it  Is  rarely  used  as  it  is  unjust 
and  ineffective. 

Hugo  Charlton. 

Green  Party  law  officer. 

1 Waterloo  Road, 

London  N19. 

JACK  Straw’s  proposals  to 
abolish  the  medieval  doli 
incapax  rale  reflects  either  a 
distorted  view  of  the  nature 
and  causes  of  youth  crime  or 
is  another  attempt  (like  the 


Home  Secretary’s)  to  feed  pop- 
ulist opinion. 

Children  need  to  be  taught 
right  from  wrong  but  this  is 
not  achieved  through  put 
down  or  humiliation;  equally, 
it  is  not  achieved  by  just  tell- 
ing them.  Most  persistent 
fhnri  offenders  have  chaotic 
and  often  tragic  lives  and 
their  motivating  force  is  one 
of  survival. 

All  parties  must  look  at  pro- 
viding guidance  and  practical 
support  fbr  parents  whose 
children  exhibit  disturbing 
.ind  anti-social  behaviour  — 
not  exacerbate  the  situation 
with  apparent  vote-winning 
formulas. 

Arnold  Barrow. 

Chief  probation  officer, 

Suffolk  Probation  Service. 

34  Foundation  Street 
Ipswich  IP41SP. 

ENFORCING  parental  res- 
ponsibility for  young 
people  at  risk  of  becoming  of- 
fenders with  fines  and  curfews 
will  not  succeed  in  bringing 
hack  a value  system  which 
has,  by  social  evolution, 
moved  on. 

What  is  needed  is  legislation 
that  recognises  changes  in  the 


Warning:  screen  violence 

PROFESSOR  Akbar  S Ah- 1 was  having  an  affair  with  1 
med  denies  (Letters,  dit  Nehru. 


u med  denies  (Letters, 
March  3)  that  his  film  on  Jin- 
nah  is  a piece  of  political  pro- 
paganda. Yet  on  a recent  visit 
to  Pakistan,  he  said  his  main 
purpose  in  making  a film  on 
Jinnah  was  to  show  the 
younger  generation  why  it  was 
necessary  to  domand  Pakistan. 

If  Prof  Ahmed’s  Intentions 
are  artistic,  not  political,  one 
wonders  why  he  chooses  to 
inaifP  a film  on  a Triari  whose 
theory  that  Muslims  and  Hin- 
dus can  neves*  live  together  in 
peace  produced  such  a cata- 
strophic consequence  for 
South  Asia:  it  led  nearly  one 
m triton  to  their  death  and  put 
India  and  Pakistan  on  a road 
to  permanent  confrontation. 

Prof  Ahmed  obviously  wants 
to  show  Jinnah  in  a secular, 
liberal  light.  But  this  cannot  be 
aaoompl  feheH  iwiTpsh  history  is 
distorted.  Indeed,  Prof  Ahmed 
has  already  started  the  process 
by  claiming  that  Jinnah  got  a 
raw  deal  from  Lord  Mountbat- 
ten  because  Lady  Mountbatten 


was  having  an  affair  with  Pan- 
dit Nehru. 

Bflndhir  Singh  Rains. 

34  Shere  Road, 

Gants  HID. 

Essex  IG26TG. 

■%ROF  Ahmed  says:  "Sbe 
■"^[Suzanne  Goldenberg] 
refers  to  me  as  TVfr  Ahmed’ 
and  this  perhaps  suggests  dw* 
doesn't  know  that  I have  an 
academic  background ..."  I 
think  she  does  know  a lot 
about  Ahmed's  relevant  “back- 
ground". She  writes:  The  film 
...  Is  the  result  of  a labour  of 
love  by  Akbar  Ahmed,  a Paki- 
stani civil  servant  who  for  five 
years  held  the  state-funded.  Iq- 
bal chair  at  Cambridge.” 

To  see  Goldenberg's  critical 
reporting  as  "...  a deeper 
agpnrlH  to  all  this  than  meets 
the  eye"  is  ridiculous.  There  is 
a difference  between  critique 
and  conspiracy. 

Yousaf  Sani. 

4/19  Oakland  Road, 

Moseley, 

Birmingham  B13  SDN. 


structure  of  society  and  of  the 
family.  It  must  take  into  ac- 
count the  employment  oppor- 
tunities available  to  low- 
skilled  workers  and  the  effect 
this  has  on  young  people. 

We  must  create  opportuni- 
ties for  them  to  develop  inter- 
ests and  talents  through  struc- 
tured projects. 

Nigel  Haynes. 

Director,  Fairb  ridge, 
l Westminster  Bridge  Road. 
London  SEl  7PL. 

IT  IS  distressing  to  note  that 
Jack  Straw,  Michael  How- 
ard and  even  David  Evans  all 
lack  the  breadth  oT  vision  to 
tackle  the  real  causes  of  youth 
crime.  Their  focus  on  the  fell- 
ings of  the  nuclear  family 
blinds  the  Labour  and  Conser- 
vative parties  alike  to  the  real 
opportunities  to  fine,  electron- 
ically tag.  and  imprison 
grandparents.  Theirs  is  the 
responsibility  for  the  failure 
of  today’s  parents.  And  the  ir- 
responsible attitude  of  some  of 
my  in-laws  beggars  belief  — 
faggmg  is  too  good  for  them. 
Alan  Coombe. 

2 Apollo  Close, 

Hornchurch. 

Essex  RM124JU. 


Justice  perverted 

HUGO  Young's  cry  to 
“Wake  up  and  defend  our 
basic  freedoms",  and  Michael 
Mansfield's  impassioned  plea 
that  "We  need  the  jury" 
(Comment  page.  March  4).  el- 
oquent though  they  may  be. 
are  doomed  to  fell  upon  deaf 
ears.  Without  a written  con- 
stitutional framework,  both 
appeals  will  inevitably  be 
subsumed  in  politicking 
about  the  merits  of  Individual 
pieces  of  legislation  such  as 
the  recent  Police  and  Crime 
Bills. 

Basic  freedoms  need  first  to 
be  defined  and  then  en- 
shrined in  a constitutional 
Bill  of  Rights  backed  up  by  a 
comprehensive  Freedom  of 
Information  Act  Examined 
from  such  a position,  the  cur- 
rent debate  on  law  and  order 
would  be  shown  up  fbr  what  It 
is:  a process  driven  more  by 
populist  appeals  for  votes 
rather  than  a serious  attempt 
to  address  social  problems. 

It  might  then  be  possible  to 
establish,  within  the  crimi- 
nal-justice system,  a process 
for  seeking  to  determine  the 
truth  instead  of  playing  in- 
creasingly irrelevant  and  ex- 
pensive games  with  arcane 
rules  through  which  truth 
usually  manages  to  become 
the  first  victim. 

D A Leonard. 

Chief  Constable 
Humberside  Police. 

Police  Headquarters, 

Querns  Gardens, 

Hull  HU1 3DJ. 


AS  YOU  report  (Doctor 
■must  return  jail  tapes'. 
March  5).  the  Prison  Service 
has  givrn  me  two  weeks  to  de- 
stroy and  return  videotapes 
that'  document  my  work  at 
Park  hurst  prison. 

Unsurprisingly  there  are  no 
whistleblowers  in  the  Prison 
Service.  If  you  cross  Michael 
Howard,  as  1 did.  you  suffer 
job  closure,  bugged  phones, 
prohibited  access  to  patients, 
and  apparently  endless  legal 
harassment.  Devito  Howard’s 
failure  on  Monday  to  obtain 
an  injunction  banning  Pan- 
orama from  showing  the  "vid- 
eos. he  now  threatens  me  with 
the  Official  Secrets  Act  unless 
I destroy  my  <00  hours  of  vid- 
eotapes — something  1 shah 
never  do.  1 ask  every  prisoner 
videoed  to  write  to  me:  the 
Prison  Service  won’t  even  tell 
mo  where  they  are. 

Howard  appears  addicted  to 
punishment  (as  seen  by  his 
actions  towards  prisoners, 
governors.  directors-generaL 
even  psychiatrists),  so  our 
prison  personnel  no  longer 
dare  contradict  him.  Prisuns 
will  soon  cost  £4  billion  ann- 
ually plus  a riot  contingency 
fund  of  £1  billion  — 4p  on  any- 
one’s income  tax.  Is  this  sane? 

I worked  for  five  years  in 
Parkhurst  with  prisoners  too 
violent  for  Broadmoor,  fea- 
tured in  Panorama.  Howard 
dosed  the  unit  last  year  cm 
ideological  grounds. 

Current  British  prison  pol- 
icy is  a disgrace  — far  from 
"prisons  working",  prisons 
kill.  I know  how  Imprison- 
ment affects  vulnerable  men. 
To  me,  the  increase  in  suicide 
among  prisoners  results 
directly  from  Michael  How- 
ard’s "austerity"  policy.  How 
many  more  wSl  do  so  before 
we  can  reverse  the  policy? 

The  Woolf  Reforms  — in- 
crease natural  justice  in  pris- 
ons, and  improve  prisoners’ 
morale — were  universally  ac- 
cepted, not  least  by  140  prison 
governors  who  know  that 
Howard’s  reversal  of  them  in- 
creases the  risk  of  riots.  The 
risk  to  prison  staff  is  now  un- 
acceptably high.  Don’t  be  sur- 
prised should  Howard  ask  to 
send  the  tanks  in 
Healthy  minds  or  stable 
societies  cannot  exist  without 
truth,  trust  and  consent  A 
violence-free  society  is  avail- 
able — but  only  If  we  all  work 
to  replace  the  prevailing  rel- 
iance on  deceit  terror  and 
coercion,  which  represent  the 
seeds  of  fascism. 

Have  we  learnt  nothing  this 
century?  Can  we  not  lift  our 
aspirations  above  kindergar- 
ten squabbles  to  the  peace  and 
stability  to  which  every 
human  being  is  rightly  beir? 
(Dr)  Bob  Johnson. 

Consultant  psychiatrist. 
Orchard  Hospital. 

Fairlee  Road.  Newport 
Isle  of  Wight  PO30  2EP. 


Heath,  defender  of  democracy  A Country  Diary 

pTtANCIS  Wheen  is  right  to  | die  Chinese  communist  lead- 
~ point  emt  in  his  column  I ership  he  looked  upon  favour- 


r point  (Hit  In  his  column 
(March  5)  how  dismissive  Sir 
Edward  Heath  was  in  the  no- 
torious Newsnight  interview 
of  the  Tiananmen  Square  mas- 
sacre. This,  however,  is  not  a 
new  stance.  In  a Commons 
debate  on  April  19,  1990,  less 
than  a year  after  the  mass 

murders  In  China,  he  said 
there  was  nothing  to  be  gained 
from  constantly  dwelling  on 
the  tragedy.  He  said  tbat  dem- 
ocratic problems  are  not  easy 
to  solve:  "That  was  the  prob- 
lem in  Tiananmen  Square  ... 
with  a population  of  1,050  mil- 
lion it  is  not  easy  to  say  what 
democracy  will  be". 

It  was  Labour  MFS,  rather 
than  the  Chinese  leadership, 
wbo  got  it  in  the  neck  from  the 
MP  who  was  chief  govern- 
ment whip  during  the  Suez  op- 
pression in  1956.  When  I inter- 
vened he  accused  me  of 
always  having  a grudge 
against  something  or  some 
country. 

Incidentally,  It  was  not  only 


the  Chinese  communist  lead- 
ership he  looked  upon  favour- 
ably. In  a newspaper  article 
on  December  20,  1990.  four 
months  after  the  Iraqi  inva- 
sion of  Kuwait.  Heath  asked 
whether,  if  the  Iraqis  with- 
draw to  the  boundaries  of  Ku- 
wait, what  guarantee  there 
would  be  that  the  Americans 
and  the  British  would  go  into 
Kuwait  and  then  be  In  a better 
position  to  attack  Iraq.  You 
can't,  he  told  us,  just  say  to 
Saddam  “get  out  of  Kuwait". 
David  Winnick  MP. 

House  of  Commons, 

London  SWIA0AA. 

FRANCIS  Wheen  can  at 
Least  take  some  comfort 
from  an  indication  of  the  way 
in  which  posterity  is  likely  to 
regard  Edward  Heath:  already 
the  hefty  biography  of  him  by 
John  Campbell  has  been 
widely  remaindered. 

Montagu  Bream. 

Id  Lower  Road, 

Chinnor. 

Oxfordshire  QX9  4DT. 


DURHAM:  It  wasn’t  the  kind 
of  day  to  dawdle.  The  south- 
westerly gale  had  eased 
slightly  overnight,  but  its 
gusts  were  still  strong  enough 
to  stop  me  in  my  tracks. 
Squalls  of  stinging  horizontal 
rain  made  it  almost  impossi- 
ble to  look  up.  t hurried 
towards  the  woodland,  eyes 
lowered,  shoulders  hunched 
and  wouldn’t  have  noticed  the 
goldfinches  if  It  hadn't  been 
for  their  contact  calls.  There 
were  about  40.  grounded  by 
the  weather,  perched  In  the 
lee  of  the  dense  hedge  beside 
the  path.  They  sat  in  small 
groups,  twittering  as  gold- 
finches do,  waiting  for  the 
wind  to  ease,  so  that  they 
could  resume  feeding 
amongst  last  years  flattened 
thistles  and  grasses.  It  was  3 
relief  to  climb  over  the  style 
and  descend  into  the  relative 
calm  of  the  wood.  Now  the 
gale  roared  overhead,  clatter- 
ing branches  of  the  younger, 
pliable  ashes  and  extracting 
groans  from  geriatric  oaks. 
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The  night’s  harvest  of  dead 
branches  and  rotten  twigs  lit- 
tered the  woodland  floor, 
where  bluebell  leaf  tips  wore 
already  spearing  through  the 
leaf  litter.  I skirted  the  far 
side  of  the  wood,  where  hnzel 
and  dog's  mercury  were  al- 
ready in  flower,  and  then  set 
off  across  the  pastures  down- 
wind of  the  trees.  For  the  first 
50  yards  the  ground  was  thick 
with  ash  keys,  finally  tom 
from  twigs  that  liad  held  on  tu 
them  all  winter.  Two  hundred 
yards  further  on.  and  keys 
were  stUl  spinning  past  In  the 
wind.  Left  un grazed,  this  pas- 
ture would  be  a forest  of  Re- 
tail ash  saplings  in  five  year's 
time,  each  bearing  Us  own 
bunches  ot'  keys.  At  this  rate, 
and  left  to  their  own  devices, 
the  ashes  from  the  wood 
could  advance  a couple  or 
miles  or  more  downwind  in 
an  average  huni:m  lifetime. 
Only  the  sheep,  huddled  in 
the  shelter  nf  the  hedge, 
would  keep  them  at  bay. 

PHIL  GATES 
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blase  military 
it  might  not 
or  news,  but 
cuation  of  25 
15  other  na. 
the  Albanian 
irG  basbeen 
trlomphin 
ably  the  great- 
since  Claudius’s 
’^Britain  in  AD 
‘ t-nrinnte  airlift 
which  no  one  was 
nt  danger,  and 
was  fired— has 
so  rapturous  a res- 
ponse pt  plans  to  redesign 
the  naiona]  flag  to  a white 
cross  p a white  back- 
stay be  shelved. 
Minutes  For  A Blitz* 
headline  on  the 
news-agency 
while  papers  carried 
■tic  pictures  of  ma- 
ching,  'Nam  style, 
Chinooks.  Mean- 
* government  press 
e reveals  that  head  of 
Oscar  Scalfaro  tele- 
chief of  general  staff 
Ventnroni  “to  convey 
st  congratulations 
ie  brilliant  mnltl-force 
ration”.  We  join  Signor 
’faro  in  raising  our  be- 
to  what  must  be  the  fin- 
arm  ed-forces  perfor- 
ce since  reverse  lights 
e standard  issue  on 
tanks  in  i<w.. 

WE  are  Intrigued  to 
note  that  the  Minis- 
try of  Defence  has 
/endorsed  the  GulfWar  Syn- 
! drome  research  programme 
(one  of  only  three  It  is  back- 
‘ ing)  of  Dr  Simon  Wesseley. 
Dr  Wesseley  *s  last  foray  into 
the  public  eye  came  last 
year,  when  he  was  associ- 
ated with  the  controversial 

report  dismissing  ME  as 
having  no  physical  basis.  He 
has  since  been  forced  to 
change  his  mind  on  that 
one.  Let  us  hope  he  makes 
no  similar  mistake  about 
GulfWar  Syndrome  being  a 
malingerer's  charter. 

I HE  Crouch  End  Inde- 
pendent has  arrived, 
and  my  eye  is  instantly 
caught  by  the  front-page 
splash.  “School  Cash 
Saved”  concerns  the  main- 
tenance of  current  educa- 
tion budgets  in  north  Lon- 
don . . . quite  a scoop  for  the 
journalist  credited  for  the 
story,  a certain  By-Line. 


At  last  - a Big  Idea 
for  a new  Britain 


Commentary 


Hugo 

Young 


Yi 


ESTERDAY,  for  the 
first  time.  Labour  gov- 
ernment became  a real 
and  sentient  experi- 
ence. What  it  would  mean  sud- 
denly leaped  the  cbn-cm  from 
speculation  to  imminent  fact. 
Given  a choice  between  the 
Tories  on  pensions  and 
Labour  on  the  ccmstltutlon, 
two  large  announcements 
made  on  the  same  morning, 
there  was  no  doubt  which  be- 
longed to  die  realm  of  the  aca- 
demic. Not  that  the  BBC 
reflected  that  It  treated  the 
Major-UUey  pensions  spatch- 
cock as  if  it  were  a solemn  pol- 
icy announcement  from  a gov- 
ernment with  years  of  life 
ahead  of  it.  instead  of  a last- 
minute  radical  screech  from  a 
party  whose  plans  are  un- 
likely to  be  of  any  interest  in 
eight  weeks’  time.  So  much  for 
the  charge  that  the  Corpora- 
tion is  plaiting  Labour’s  game. 

Labour’s  constitutional  deal 
with  the  Liberal  Democrats  is 
Important  for  its  substance, 
but  also  for  what  might  be 
called  its  aura.  Listening  to 
Robin  Cook  and  Robert  Mac- : 


lenuan  talk  about  it,  one  be- 
came aware,  as  never  before, 
that  this  stuff  may  actually  be 

about  to  happen.  The  voice  of 
Labour  Is  no  longer  coloured 
by  caution  and  compromise 
and  the  desire  not  to  frighten 
a single  voter.  On  this  subject; 
it  speaks  for  a distinctive  pro- 
gramme which  can  be  ex- 
pected to  start  shortly.  One  be- 
gins to  experience  a party, 
with  its  ally,  preparing  to 
drive  through  a project  that 
deeply  differentiates  it  from  a 
status  quo  which,  on  other 
subjects,  it  berates  with 
forked  tongue,  caught  between 
attack  and  acquiescence.  On 
the  constitution,  the  prospect 
of  Blair  is,  at  last,  exciting. 

The  deal  is  not  a perfect  pre- 
lude to  government  The  two 
parties  got  together  suppos- 
edly to  establish  priorities 
among  the  massive  changes 
on  which  they  are  mostly 
agreed,  and  this  did  not  hap- 
pen. Apart  from  Scottish  and 
Welsh  devolution  at  the  top  of 
the  list,  there’s  been  no  order- 
ing between  House  erf  Lords 
reform  and  a Freedom  of  In- 
formation bill,  or  anything 
much  else.  We  can't  even  be 
sure  which  bits  will  happen  in 
the  first  Parliament. 

Nor  is  the  confident  seren- 
ity Cook  and  Maclennan  ex- 
hibited yesterday  likely  to 
last  They  spoke  with  the  as- 
surance of  men  of  reason,  who 
behove  there's  no  problem 
that  a large  majority  and  a 
non-partisan  consensus  will 
not  solve.  The  commitments 


surely  cannot  fell  to  be  carried 
through,  nnco  right-thinking 
progresstvism  is  in  the  saddle. 
But  this  is  honeymoon  think- 
ing. Very  many  great  and 
knotty  questions,  from  West 
Lothian  to  the  Woolsack,  will 
soon  expose  themselves  to  the 
righteous  obstructionism 
which  both  Houses  are  certain 
to  display. 

The  positive  aspects,  how- 
ever, are  much  more  impor- 
tant By  any  historical  stan- 
dards, the  report  of  the  Cook- 
Maclennan  committee  is 
extraordinary.  It  is  not  the 
product  of  necessity  but  of 
choice.  Labour  is  not  suing  for 
peace  with  the  only  party  that 
can  help  it  out  of  a tight  cor- 
ner: all  present  prospects,  in- 
deed. suggest  an  election 
result  that  leaves  Mr  Rfair 
capable  of  governing  in  sei- 
gneur ial  isolation.  Instead, 
driven  by  Mr  Cook's  radical 
convictions  In  this  area,  foe 
party  has  optimally  indulged 
in  a process  that  strengthens 
its  programme  by  means  of 
constructive  engagement  with 
its  political  opponents. 

During  that  process,  it  has 
moved  a long  way.  The  Lab 
Dems  have  done  so  as  wen. 
foregoing  several  of  the  per- 
nickety obsessions  that  niarh* 
them  such  riHflmit  partners  in 
the  past  But  Labour’s  moves 
are  more  striking,  especially 
in  the  direction  erf  electoral 
reform.  This  is  where  the 
hardest  talking  was  done,  and 
in  two  respects  foe  larger 
party  gave  ground.  First,  its 


team  agreed  that  foe  Alterna- 
tive Vote,  the  most  modest  of 
all  reforms  and  not  propor- 
tional, would  not  be  an  accept- 
able system  to  put  to  a referen- 
dum. And  second,  it  accepted 
PR  for  foe  European  Parlia- 
ment, in  time  for  the  1999  elec- 
tkais  if  this  can  be  arranged. 

To  aB  this,  as  Mr  Cook  made 
dear  yesterday,  Mr  Blair  has 
agreed.  Long  conversations, 
especially  about  the  Alterna- 
tive Vote,  eventually  shifted 
him.  It’s  not  a case  of  foe 
shadow  cabinet’s  ablest  radi- 
cal, disappointed  by  its  eco- 
nomic conservatism,  going  off 
on  a constitutional  frolic  of 
his  own.  The  leader  maintains 
his  scepticism  about  PR  for 
Westminster,  but  be  is  autho- 
rising the  redesign  of  a politi- 
cal system  awash  with  propor- 
tionality everywhere  else. 
While  it’s  always  possible  he 
could  rut  on  the  deal  behind  a 
landslide  majority,  or  find 
parts  of  it  impossible  to  de- 
liver with  a smarter  one.  foe 
greats-  likelihood  is  that  he 


By  any  historical 
standards,  the 
report  of  the 
Cook-Maclennan 
committee  is 
extraordinary 


will  want  to  extend  his  reform 
agenda  into  a second  term, 
with  Liberal  Democrat  sup- 
port Once  this  reform  pro- 
gramme gets  under  way, 
based  on  the  radical  critique 
both  parties  now  agree  on.  it’s 
not  easy  to  see  how  a progres- 
sive prime  minister  would  put 
his  name  to  stopping  the 

mniwan^im 

If  Mr  Major  is  to  be  be- 
lieved, this  programme  is  a 
free  gift  to  the  Tories.  Defi- 
antly blind  to  the  folly  of  fight- 
ing foe  next  war  with  foe 
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lieves  brought  him  victory 

last  time,  standing  on  a soap-  ■ * 

box  to  denounce  all  constitu-  fllflfllTI  bh  ■ 
tional  change  as  a terrible  risk  ■ ■ ■■  ■ 

to  lift;  as  we  know  it  And  he  Is 

right  that  the  reform  pro-  _m.  _ _ _ - - — - Jr  n 

a tree  manvei 

Inti  on,  and  ominous  conse- 
quences from  a Lords  reform 
that  gets  no  further  than  the 
creation  (rf  a House  of  Patron- 
age. It  can  hardly  be  denied 
that  each  of  foe  reforms  foe 
centre-left  consensus  has  now 
agreed  on  is  one  that  will  be 
pretty  well  impossible  for  any 
later  government  to  disman- 
tle, and  therefore  deserves  foe 
utmost  scrutiny. 

Far  from  this  being  foe 
Tories’  strongest  electoral 
ground,  however,  it  has  be- 
come their  weakest.  The  Brit- 
ish people,  being  conservative 
in  many  matters,  might  be 
susceptible  to  arguments  in 
defence  of  foe  status  quo,  but 
only  if  foe  defenders  carry 
credibility.  As  operated  in  the 
Thatcher-Major  era.  the  status 
quo  has  given  rise  to  wide- 
spread cynicism  In  precisely 
the  area  the  constitutional 
package  addresses:  gover- 
nance itself  From  their  own 
revedution-by -stealth,  the  un- 
acknowledged centralising  of 
power,  to  their  special  contri- 
bution to  the  quality  of  public 
life  as  shown  in  foe  Scott 
Report  and  the  Hamilton  Af- 
fair, present  ministers  have 
lost  conviction  as  upholders  of 
the  timeless  British  system. 

Constitutional  reform  is 
well  designed  to  play  into  the 
public’s  fetid  disillusionment. 

That’s  one  reason  why,  for  all 
the  unresolved  problems  that 
surround  it,  foe  voters  will 
give  it  the  benefit  of  foe  doubt. 

But  another  reason  is  that 
here,  for  mice,  new  govern- 
ment means  the  plausible 
chance  ofa  new  Britain.  There 


is.  after  alL  a Big  Idea  and  this 
is  it  beginning  with  foe  con- 
cordat that  promotes  it 
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>LLOWING  the  item 
i about  the  odd  similar- 
ity between  Tony 
Benn’s  proposal  for  a party 
political  broadcast  in  1959 
and  the  famous  “first  Kin- 
nock”  one  in  1987,  a rumour 
spreads  like  wildfire 
throughout  Westminster. 
People  ask  each  other  if, 
after  all,  itisBenn  who  is 
Mandy  Mandelson’s  leading 
role  model.  In  an  attempt  to 
discover,  we  have  finally  lo- 
cated an  alternative  New 
Labour  weenie  at  Milibank. 
He  is  Tristan  Hunt  Describ- 
ing the  theory  as  “tenden- 
tious”. Tristan  said  be 
doubted  “presentation  was 
Tony  Benn’s  great 
strength”,  before  ending 
baSlingly  witlj  the  words: 
“er,  no  names. yes?1'.  In  this 
role  as  chief  New  Labour 
rapid  rebutter  to  the  Diary, 
Tristan  succeeds  Oofy 

Wegg -Prosser,  |who  retired 
from  the  post  after  we 
quoted  him  saving  “No 
thank  you"  to  foe  offer  of 
some  soup. 


Tony  Lynes  argues  that  Peter  Ulley’s  pension  plans  would  destabilise  as  well  as 
reduce  expected  earnings  - and  among  the  hardest  hit  would  be  manual  workers 

State  of  insecurity 
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, the  Diary 
i write 
kt  least  self- 
iralabsolut- 
i Sacks.  We 


may  return  tdthe  Chief 
Rabbi  next  wtak.  and  we 
may  not.  Tinp  alone  will 
tell.  Meanwhile,  anyone 
well  versed  jn  Talmudic  Law 
is  invited  tyme  forward. 

i more  news  of 
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thpre-elec- 
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i entire 
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ccording  to  Pri- 
vate Ej£.  is  that  if  he  eannot 
get  thefapes  printed  within 
foe  nest  fortnight — and  the 
_ 't  great— the  poor 
chmn/will  be  lumbered 
with  35  million  cassette 
sod  all  to  go  in 

hJbe  liberty  of  New  Zea- 
■/land  fugitive  Stephen 
■Hudson  come  to  an 
ante  days  after  he  ran  out 
of  6urt  while  &cing  fire- 
ergs  charges.  Police  who 
cught  Mr  Hudson  in  a 
base  in  Feildihg  said  he 
vas  trying  to  outsmart 
tteinby  “hiding  in  a closet 
fidlooking  like  a set  of 
hnglBg  clothes”. 
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ETER  LILLEY'S 
plan  to  abolish 
state  pensions  is 
unlikely  to  win  the 
election  for  the 
Conservatives  — but  if  it 
does,  the  outlook  for  future 
pensioners’ wiQ  be  dire. 

The  abolition  of  the  basic 
pension  is  not  as  big  a change 
as  it  looks.  The  eristlng  pol- 
icy of  linking  it  to  prices 
rather  than  earnings  means 
that  it  is  set  to  tell  from  about 
16  per  cent  of  average  earn- 
ings to  about  9 per  cent  by 
2040,  when  those  affected  by 
the  new  proposals  would  start 
drawing  their  pensions.  The 
Lilley  plan  offers  them  a 
rebate  of  £9  a week  to  invest 
but  assumes  that  for  very 
large  numbers  foe  resulting 
personal  pension  wifi  be  even 
smaller  than  the  state  basic 
(the  cost  of  topping  it  up  to 
the  level  of  the  basic  Is  put  by 
Lilley  at  £10  billion  a year). 

The  abolition  of  the  state 
earnlngs-related  pension 
(Serps)  has  been  on  foe  Tory 
agenda  since  the  mid-80s  but 
never  aroused  much  enthusi 
asm,  even  among  private-pen- 
sion purveyors,  who  saw  little 
joy  in  having  to  provide  for 
millions  erf  low-paid  and  mo- 
bile employees.  The  disas- 
trous mis-selling  of  personal 
pensions  since  1988  ought  to 
have  confirmed  their  fears. 
Yet  Lilley.  rushing  in.  where 
Fowler  feared  to  tread,  now 
proposes  to  replace  Serps 
with  another  massive  exten- 
sion of  personal  pensions. 

He  claims  that  the  proposed 
5 per  cent  contribution  rebate 
.to  compensate  for  -the  loss  of 
Serps  would  give  a total  pri- 
vate pension  of  £175  a week 
for  the  average  earner  “in 
today's  money”  — a crucial 
qualification.  By  2040,  assum- 
ing real-earnings  growth  of 
15  per  cent  a year,  male  aver- 
age earnings  will  be  over  £760 
a week  and  a pension  of  £175 
will  be  only  23  per  cent  of 
earnings  (female  average 
warnings  are  hardly  relevant, 
since  most  women  will  have 
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gaps  in  their  earning  record, 
as  well  as  lower  earnings,  and 
wont  get  anything  like  £175). 

No  other  country  In  Europe 
would  consider  that  an  ade- 
quate pension.  Even  in  Brit- 
ain. a man  on  average  earn- 
ings who  retired  last  year, 
solely  dependent  on  the  state 
scheme,  got  a pension  of  36 
per  cent  of  pre-retirement 


earnings,  more  than  half  erf  it 
from  Serps.  So  foe  Lilley  plan 
represents  a savage  cut  in  the 
living  standards  of  pension- 
ers relative  to  the  working 
population.  RwrnpHng  pen- 
sions from  tax  won't  make 
much  difference:  most  pen- 
sioners will  be  below  foe  tax 
threshold. 

The  size  of  the  pension, 


Even  too  lively  for  5 Live 


As  the  BBC  sacks  Danny  Baker, 
Anne  Karpf  accuses  it  of  flirting  with 
youth  culture  - then  running  scared 


IS  it  possible  to  have  both 
a flamboyantly  untram- 
melled personality  and  a 
job  at  the  BBC?  On  the  evi- 
dence of  yesterday's  BBC 
sacking  of  Danny  Baker, 
the  answer  seems  increas- 
ingly to  be  no. 

Baker  was  fired  for  his 
intemperate  comments 
about  football  referera  on 
his  Radio  5 Live  show, 
which  is  a bit  like  dttchxng 
Margaret  Thatcher  for 
being  an  uncomprlsing 
hardliner  - that’swhathe 
was  hired  for  in  the  first 
place.  His  show 
both  fens  and  presenter  to 
express 

neons  views  on  footbalLBat 

such  opinionated  j^ontane- 

tty  sits  uneasily  to 
BBC.  and  Baker  has  gone 
the  way  of  those  other  origi- 


nals before  him.  Chris  Mor- 
ris and  Chris  Evans  — oat 

The  BBC  declared  that 
Baker  encouraged  unac- 
ceptable behaviour  towards 
a football  referee  and  was 
blatantly  rude  to  callers. 
But  Baker,  like  Morris  and 
Evans,  were  never  just 
shock  jocks,  espousing  in- 
creasingly heretical  views. 
Different  as  they  are.  all 
were  part  of  a new  wave  of 
unpredictable  comic  per- 
formers to  have  energised 
the  1990s. 

Their  emergence  has  put 
the  BBC  and  other  mato- 
strwrm  cultural  organisa- 
tions in  a quandary:  the 
youth  market  is  highly 
prized  and  everyone  wants 
to  appropriate  its 
patina  and  hipness.  So  the 
BBC  recently  announced  a 


review  of  its  news  and  cur- 
rent-affairs programmes, 
threatening  to  replace 
middle-aged,  middle-class 
presenters  with  those  ap- 
pealing to  younger,  work- 
ing-class audiences.  Indeed 
Radio  5 Live  was  estab- 
lished for  fois  very  purpose. 
But  when  confronted  with 
the  culture  of  that  younger, 
working-class  group — criti- 
cal, robust,  anarchic  values 
— it  runs  hastily  for  cover 
crying  “taste  and  decency”. 

We  have  two  cultures  in 
Britain,  but  they’re  not  the 
two  of  which  CP  Snow 
spoke.  The  official  culture 
mouths  an  increasingly 
narrow  range  of  political 
and  social  opinions,  and  at- 
tempts to  police  the  freer 
ethics  of  the  unofficial  cul- 
ture: the  BBC  punishes  its 


like  Morris  (sacked  for 
hipm*;  Him  announcing  the 
death  of  Michael  BfeseWne 
on  Radio  1)  and  Baker,  just 
as  the  party  leaders  extract 
retractions  from  their 


however.  Is  not  the  whole 
story.  Equally  important  is 
foe  loss  of  security  resulting 
from  foe  switch  from  state  to 
private  pensions.  In  particu- 
lar, Serps  has  enormous, 
though  seldom  recognised, 
advantages  over  its  private 
competitors.  For  a start, 
Serps  provides  a pension  of  a 
predictable  proportion  of 


recalcitrant  Clare  Shorts 
and  Stephen  Dorrells. 

In  return  for  the  renewal 
of  its  charter,  the  BBC 
yielded  last  year  to  the 
taste-and-decency  lobbyists. 
It  promised  to  take  a 
tougher  line  against  pro- 
gramme-makers guilty  of 
lapses  and  to  issue  more 
frequent  reports  from  its 
programme  complaints 
unit,  even  though  an  equal 
number  of  listeners  may 
well  want  less  good  taste 
rather  than  more. 


earnings.  Most  new  private 
schemes  don't,  being  based  on 
“money  purchase”:  foe  size  of 
foe  pension  depends  on  in- 
vestment returns  which  not 
only  fluctuate  over  time  but 
vary  widely  from  one  scheme 
to  another.  The  best  occupa- 
tional schemes  do  define  the 
pension  In  advance,  but  usu- 
ally as  a percentage  of  pre- 
retirement earnings  — a bad 
deal  for  manual  workers  who 
often  earn  more  when  they 
are  young.  Serps  pensions  are 
much  feirer,  based  on  whole- 
life  earnings,  not  just  the  last 
year  or  two  before  retiremenL 

Serps  also  offers  protection 
for  unavoidable  gaps  in  earn- 
ings, allowing  people  (mainly 
women)  with  broken  careers, 
due  to  family  responsibilities 
or  sickness,  to  earn  a full 
pension.  And,  uniquely,  Serps 
allows  you  to  change  jobs  or 
move  in  and  out  of  the 
scheme  any  number  of  times 
without  any  loss  of  pension 
rights. 

No  other  British  pension 
scheme  offers  this  combina- 
tion of  advantages.  The  case 
against  it  rests  entirely  on  foe 
argument  that  we  can't  afford 
it  The  fact  is  that  decent 
pensions  are  costly.  Funding 
does  not  reduce  the  cost  — it 
only  shifts  it  over  time.  The 
Lilley  proposals  will  be  ex- 
pensive in  foe  medium  term. 
As  far  ahead  as  2040,  those  of 
working  age  will  bear  foe 
double  burden  of  paying  for 
the  pay-as-you-go  state  pen- 
sions of  these  already  retired 
as  well  as  contributing  to  pri- 
vate ftinded  schemes  for  their 
own  retirement  In  the  long 
run,  it  is  true,  public  expendi- 
ture will  be  reduced  as  state 
pensions  are  phased  out:  but 
foe  total  pension  bill  will  fell 
only  if  the  value  of  pensions 
also  fells — as  it  will  for  many 
people  if  Lilley  gets  his  way. 


George  Monbiot 
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!OR  years,  environmen 
talists  have  been  call  ini 
for  a reform  of  farm 
subsidies.  Though,  as  taxpay- 
ers and  consumers,  ordinary 
people  in  Britain  have  bevn 
reluctantly  donating  £10 
billion  a year  ;o  British  farm- 
ers. our  money  has  deli  vert'd 
few  of  the  benefits  we  might 
have-  hoped  for.  The  great 
semi-naturai  habitats  that 
farming  once  sustained  in 
Britain  have  ail  bm  disap 
peared  in  the  M years  .since 
farm  subsidies  began.  Farm 
labour  lias  declined  from 
million  workers  in  18^9  to 
120.000  today,  and  is  stiU  fall 
ing  by  12  per  rent  a year. 

We  have  been  shul  out  of 
the  countryside  and  poisomrd 
with  prions  and  pesticide 
residues.  What's  needed,  we 
reformers  have  argued,  is  a 
massive  re-orientation  of  sub- 
sidies towards  benign  land 
and  labour  management.  We 
have  advocated  the  transfer 
of  hundreds  of  millions  of 
pounds  from  intensive  agri 
culture  into  Countryside 
Stewardship  and  Environ- 
mentally Sensitive  Area 
schemes.  We've  suggested 
that  subsidies,  properly 
directed,  could  be  used  to 
restore  the  damage  intensive 
farming  has  done. 

We  could  not  have  been 
more  wrong.  In  The  Killing  Of 
The  Countryside,  published 
today.  Graham  Harvey  — of 
all  unlikely  revolutionaries 
the  agricultural-story  editor 
of  the  Archers  — shows  that 
our  rural  crisis  is  foe  result 
not  of  the  misdirection  of  sub- 
sidies, but  of  the  principle  of 
subsidised  agriculture  itself. 
Fanning  will  only  cease  to 
deliver  ruination  when  we  get 
rid  of  farm  support  When,  in 
1947.  the  government  decided 
to  reward  foe  farmers  who 
got  us  through  the  war  and  to 
secure  Britain's  food  supplies 
by  encouraging  them  to  in- 
vest in  new  equipment, 
scarcely  anyone  demurred. 
With  their  robust  response  to 
the  naval  blockade.  British 
farmers  had  earned  all  the 
support  we  could  give  them. 
Had  Attlee’s  government 
stopped  for  a moment  to  con- 
sider what  It  was  doing,  it 
might  have  perceived  a cer- 
tain confusion  of  aims.  Farm- 
ers had  fed  us  during  the  war 
by  responding  to  a clear  price 
signal:  food  shortages  meant 
higher  prices,  which  encour- 
aged them  to  produce  more. 

They  cashed  in  their  invest- 
ment in  soil  fertility,  and 
raised  their  output  of  arable 
crops.  The  market  mecha- 
nism, in  other  words,  was 
working.  By  subsidising 
farmers,  the  government 


would  ensure  that  it  ceased  to 
do  so.  To  encourage  produc- 
tion, the  government  threw- 
its  money  not  at  foe  farmers 
themselves,  but  at  farm  out- 
put: the  more  the  farmers  pro- 
duced, In  other  words,  the 
more  subsidies  they  received. 

The  policy1  could  scarcely 
have  been  better  designed  to 
destroy  them.  Rising  crop  val- 
ues soon  translated  into  ris- 
ing land  value. 

Manufacturers  of  the  chem- 
icals and  new  equipment  the 
subsidies  enabled  farmers  to 
buy  raised  their  prices  to 
match  farm  incomes,  and 
both  proprietors  and  tenant 
formers  found  themselves 
constrained  to  produce  ever 
more  in  order  to  meet  their 
escalating  costs.  Big  farmers 
began  to  swallow  smaller 
ones.  Entrants  were  discour- 
aged by  the  price  of  land,  and 
a new  breed  of  ruthless  absen- 
tee investors  and  industrial- 
scale  farmers  began  to 
emerge.  Britain's  accession  to 
lhe  EEC  provided  them  with 
even  better  opportunities. 

Increasing  production  year 
on  year  means  overcoming 
the  constraints  Imposed  by 
biological  rates  of  return.  You 
must  seek  out  and  plough  up 
every’  slow-growing  comer  of 
your  kind,  obliterating  such 
unprofitable  encumbrances 
as  wildflower  meadows, 
hedgerow- s.  ponds  and  heaths. 
Yon  must  replace  farm  labour 
with  machinery,  and  soil  fer- 
tility and  natural  predators 
with  chemicals.  AH  this,  of 
course,  is  expensive,  but 
these  are  exactly  the  sort  of 
•■improvements”  that  subsi- 
dies are  designed  to  finance. 

Conservation  becomes  an 
expensive  exercise.  To  stop  a 
farmer  from  destroying  a Site 
of  Special  Scientific  Interest, 
we  must  compensate  him 
both  for  production  foregone 
and  for  the  value  or  foe  grants 
he  might  have  received.  With- 
out the  incentive  provided  by 
subsidies,  it's  unlikely  that 
he’d  have  wanted  to  destroy  it 
in  the  first  place. 

decline  in  food  qual- 
ity is  also  an  artefact  of 
farm  support.  Farmers 
selling  to  bureaucrats,  rather 
than  the  local  people  that  pre- 
war producers  supplied, 
could  not  give  a fig  for  the 
quality  of  their  produce,  just 
as  long  as  they  turn  out 
enough  of  it.  Through  the 
quota  and  intervention  sys- 
tems, the  poorest  people  in 
Britain  are  paying  some  of 
foe  richest  to  poison  them.  By 
encouraging  farmers  to  be- 
come dependent  upon  im- 
ported chemicals  and  machin- 
ery, we  have  managed, 
moreover,  to  render  ourselves 
more  vulnerable  to  foe  effects 
of  an  enemy  blockade. 

We  now  have,  in  other 
words,  foe  long-sought  mech- 
anism for  initiating  real  land- 
scape conservation,  for  im- 
provements in  food  quality,  a 
reduction  of  farm  size  and 
more  form  labour.  It’s  called 
and  I blush  to  my  anti- 
libertarian roots  to  admit  It  — 
a free  market  in  agricultural 
produce. 


O: 


N the  other  hand,  in 

its  new  producers' 

guidelines  last  No- 
vember, the  BBC  acknowl- 
edged the  difficulties  of 
broadcasting  to  a far  mare 
fragmented  society  than  In 
the  past.  One  which  has 
sharply  divided  views  on 
what  constitutes  good  taste, 
and  demanded  the  right 
sometimes  to  challenge  ex- 
isting assumptions  about 
taste.  But  when?  Baker 
would  seem  to  he  an  ideal 
occasion:  he  brought  a 
totally  fresh  sound  to  sports 
talk,  and  although  uredng 
listeners  to  doorstep  a refer- 
ee ami  make  his  lift  hell 


Tony  Lynes  is  the  author  o!  Our 
Pensions:  A Policy  For  A Labour 
Government  (£5  from  Eunomla 
Publications,  92  Grove  Park, 
London  SE5SLE} 


might  have  merited  a 
reproach,  you  can’t  judge 
the  view  from  the  terraces 
by  the  values  of  the  board- 
room. (Plus  Baker’s  con- 
stant sniping  at  fellow 
Radio  5 Live  football  pre- 
senter David  Mellor  should 
surely  count  in  his  fervour, 
and  might  even  be  grounds 
for  a national  award.) 

Yet  the  new  BBC  is  not 
hospitable  to  dangerous  tal- 
ent Its  recent  bureaucratic 
overhaul  has  separated  the 
idiosyncrats  who  make  and 
front  programmes  from 
those  who  commission 
them  and  increasingly 
order  up  the  sort  of  niche 
material  which  their 
research  suggests  listeners 
want  But  you  cant  con- 
struct the  Chris  Morrises 
and  Danny  Bakers  from  au- 
dience-research kits  or  cor- 
porate fiat:  they  develop 
serendipitously  in  welcom- 
ing mfflanv,  and  need  pub- 
lic-service broadcasting 
space  and  airtime  to  appall 
as  well  as  delight  I demand 
the  right  for  my  radio  to 
offend  me. 


Anne  Karpf  Is  the  Guardian's 
radio  critic 


(SEE  THE  GUARDIAN  S 
WOMEN'S  SECTION  TODAY) 
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10  OBITUARIES 


Sir  Martin  Fumival  Jones 


Spycatcher 


general 


SIR  Martin  Furaival 
Jones,  who  has  died 
aged  84,  was  head  of 
MIS  at  a time  of  in- 
tense  paranoia  j 
about  Soviet  espionage  activi- ; 
ties  in  Britain,  including  sus- 
picions — which  were  to  I 
haunt  the  organisation  for  | 
years  — that  a Soviet  mole 
had  penetrated  the  very  top  of 
the  security  service. 

He  distanced  himself  from 
its  Young  Turks  who  became 
obsessed  by  the  molehunt  ■ 
which  never  came  to  a satis- 
factorv  conclusion  — and 
largely  succeeded  in  protect 
jug"  mb  from  criticism  that  it 
was  anti-Labour  and  that 
some  of  its  officers  were  out  to 
destabilise  the  Wilson  govern- 
ment. Evidence  of  that 
emerged  only  later. 

He  was  undemonstrative  — 
a former  colleague  described 
him  yesterday  as  ■■very  much 
a civil  servant'*  — with  a repu- 
tation of  a loner.  While  Peter 
Wright  author  of  Spycatcher, 
and  others  were  plotting  and 
scheming,  he  was  determined 
to  adopt  a low-profile.  “It's  an 
official  secret"  he  once  fam- 
ously said,  “if  it's  in  an  official 
Ole". 

Fumival  Jones  was  edu- 
cated at  Higbgate  School  and 
Gonville  and  Caius  College. 

Cambridge.  He  qualified  as  a 
solicitor  and  joined  the  Army 
at  the  start  of  the  second 
world  war  before  being  com- 
missioned in  the  Intelligence 
Corps.  In  1944,  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  counter-intelli- 
gence branch  of  Shaef  the 
Supreme  Headquarters  Allied 
Expeditionary  Force,  where 
he  helped  draw  up  plans  to 
mislead  the  Germans  about 
the  D-Day  landings. 

After  the  war,  he  joined  the 
staff  of  MIS  where  he  started 
his  career  in  C Branch,  the 
least  exotic  section  which 
dealt  with  protective  security 
— giving  advice  on  such  mat- 
ters as  securing  Dies  and 
buildings.  In  1953  he  was  ap- 
pointed head  of  the  branch. 
His  career  then  took  off,  as  a 
result  of  a series  of  scandals 
and  unforseen  events. 

The  head  of  MIS.  Sir  Dick 
White,  was  appointed  chief  of 
the  Secret  Intelligence  Service, 
M1B,  after  the  Buster  Crabbe 


affair.  White  was  replaced  by 
Sir  Roger  Hollis,  who  ap- 
pointed Graham  Mitchell  his 
deputy.  Fumival  Jones  took 
over  from  Mitchell  as  bead  of 
MI5's  D branch,  responsible 
for  counter-espionage. 

As  suspicions,  fed  partly  by 

cryptic  allegations  by  defec- 
tors, of  Soviet  penetration  of 
MIS  grew,  the  finger  pointed 
at  Mitchell,  who  took  early 
retirement  in  1963.  Hollis 
chose  Fumival  Jones  — al- 
ready entrusted  with  MB’s 
deepest  secrets  and  fears  — to 
succeed  Mitchell  as  Deputy 
Director  General  He  contin- 
ued to  take  a special  interest 
in  counter-espionage  and  was 
soon  faced  with  a potentially 


He  soon  faced  a 
potentially  huge 
embarrassment  for 
M15 — Anthony 
Blunt’s  confession 


huge  embarrassment  for  MI5 
— Anthony  Blunt's  confes- 
sion, in  return  for  Immunity 
from  prosecution,  that  he  had 
been  a Soviet  spy.  The  confes- 
sion was  kept  from  the  public, 
and  most  ministers,  until  1979. 

Fumival  Jones  was  ap- 
pointed head  of  MIS  after  Hol- 
lis retired  in  1965-  Though 
there  is  no  doubt  that  Moscow 
at  this  time  was  building  up 
its  army  of  intelligence  offi- 
cers in  Britain,  two  separate 
issues  dominated  his  steward- 
ship: allegations  that  Labour 
MPs  were  crypto-communists, 
and  the  hunt  for  the  mole 
inside  MI5.  The  Labour  MP 
Bernard  floud  commited  sui- 
cide after  being  interrogated 
by  Wright,  following  allega- 
tions that  he  had  been  work- 
ing for  the  Russians  as  a com- 
munist agent  in  the  1930s. 
Under  Fumival  Jones,  MI5 
persuaded  Wilson  that  Niall 
MacDermoL  was  a security 
risk  and  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed Solicitor-General. 
MacDermot  was  blacklisted 
on  the  grounds  that  his  wife, 
Ludmila  Benvenuto,  was  a 
member  of  the  Italian  wartime 


resistance  and  must,  there- 
fore. have  best  a communist 
She  bad  never  been  a member 
of  the  Italian  Communist 
Party.  MIS  also  blacklisted 
Stephen  Swingler.  a junior 
transport  minister,  on  the 
grounds  that  he  had  visited 
eastern  Europe. 

Fumival  Jones  knew  the 
CIA  had  a file  on  Harold  Wil- 
son's alleged  communist  links 
j — a copy  of  which  was  kept  at 
MI5.  He  fed  Wilson  and.  later. 
Edward  Heath,  with  informa- 
tion suggesting  that  Labour 
MPs  and  union  leaders  bad 
communist  connections, 
though  he  made  clear  to  the 
Young  Turks  that  he  would 
not  officially  sanction  at- 
tempts to  destablise  tbe 
Labour  government  by  leak- 
ing allegations  against  MPs. 

Meanwhile,  Wright  and  ! 
others  persuaded  Fumival 
Jones  to  allow  them  to  hunt 
the  elusive  mole.  Suspicion 
now  fell  on  Hollis,  his  prede- 1 
cessor.  Fumival  Jones  went 
along  with  their  proposal  for  a ! 
special  group,  the  Fluency  j 
Committee,  to  pursue  the 
hunt  including  interrogating  1 
Hollis  htmsftif.  It  proved  noth- 1 
ing.  Though  Hollis  was  subse-  j 
quently  cleared,  suspicions 
about  the  possibility  of  a 
Soviet  agent  lingered. 

It  is  perhaps  significant  in 
light  of  the  scorn  poured  on 
Spycatcher  that  Wright  paints 
a sympathetic  picture  of  Fur- 
nival  Jones,  or  "FJ”,  as  he 
was  called.  He  recalled  that  on 
a visit  to  Australia  in  1967, 
Fumival  Jones  was  ap- 
proached by  an  official  He 
handed  over  his  passport 
“What’s  this?”,  asked  the  pass- 
port officer  pointing  to  the 
entry  under  “Occupation”. 
Fumival  Jones  had  entered 
“Gentleman”.  Wright  records: 

“ That  is  my  occupation.'  ot- 
tered FJ  in  his  most  patrician 
manner,  7 have  no  other.  I am 
a gentleman.  Don’t  you  have 
than  here?’  ” 

Wright  also  gave  an  illumi- 
nating example  of  how  Mis 
could  bully  a prime  minister 
when  it  came  to  its  top  ap- 
pointment Shortly  before  Fur- 
nival  Jones  was  to  retire  in 
1972,  Sir  Philip  Allen  (now 
Lord  Allen  of  Abbeydale),  per- 
manent secretary  at  the  Home 


. ■ t • . ■ -r  - . 


•ty  --  ‘ !rv. 


i-vv>  . ' - • >v 


mvi 


■Or1. 


Fumival  Jones . . . ‘It’s  an  official  secret  if  it’s  in  an  official  file’ 


Office,  made  it  plain  he 
wanted  an  outsider  to  replace 
him.  Allen  had  become 
alarmed  about  MIS’s  cavalier 

USe  of  iwmiiwiHwt  anrl  the 

poor  calibre  of  MB  manage- 
ment He  suggested  that  Sir 
James  Waddell  a deputy  sec- 
retary at  the  Home  Office  who 
was  a stickler  for  propriety, 
should  replace  FJ.  Edward 
Heath,  then  prime  minister, 
agreed.  MIS  was  horrified. 
There  were  many  secrets 
which  MI5  had  kept  from  their 
political  and  civil  service  mas- 


ters, said  Wright  and  the  last 
thing  anyone  in  MB  wanted  at 
that  stage  was  the  explosive 
story  of  the  mole  hunts  to 
receive  an  airing  around 
Whitehall-  MIS  enlisted  the 
support  of  Lord  Rothschild, 
head  of  Heath’s  think-tank 
and  MI5  got  its  way.  Heath 
agreed  to  appoint  its  candi- 
date — Sir  Michael  Hanley  — 
during  a weekend  at  Chequers 
where  Rothschild  successfully 
bent  the  prime  minister's  ear. 

Fumival  Jones  retired  to 
become  head  of  security  for 


Playboy  and  a consultant  to 
1CI  He  made  no  mention  of 
his  MI5  career  in  Who’s  Who 
although  his  short  entry  does 
indude  a recreation  — “bird- 
watching". He  briefly  came 
out  of  the  shadows  to  give 
evidence  to  the  1978  Franks 
Committee  into  official 
secrecy. 


Richard  Norton-Tayfor 


Slr  Martin  Fumival  Jones,  civil 
servant;  (torn  May  7,  1912.  died 
March  1. 1997 


Phyllis  Davis 


Decoy 
for  the 
‘Halifax 
slasher’ 


PHYLLIS  DAVIS,  who 
has  died  aged  88,  was 
Fleet  Street's  first  wom- 
an crime  reporter.  She  joined 
the  Daily  Mail  in  1929  and  In 
1936  covered  the  case  at  Man- 
chester Azzizes  of  Dr  Buck 
Ruxton,  convicted  or  murder- 
ing his  Scots  mistress.  Two 
years  later  she  was  the  only 
woman  at  the  Old  Bailey 
reporting  the  Folkestone 
“green  scarf’  murder  of  Phyl- 
lis Spiers. 

Born  in  Burnley,  the  daugh- 
ter of  an  actor,  Phyllis  left 
home  at  16  after  falling  out 
with  her  father  and  worked 
tor  a private  detective  agency 
in  London  before  breaking 
into  journalism.  She  was  an 
intensely  likeable  and  strong 
person  — and  brave  too.  In 
1938.  during  the  “Halifax 
slasher"  case  she  patrolled 
the  streets  "acting  as  a de- 
coy." in  her  own  words,  "for 
the  slashing  maniac  who  has 
been  terrorising  this  town". 
The  affair  turned  out  to  be  an 
instance  of  mass  hysteria. 

After  interviewing  tbe  dan- 
cer Anna  Pavlova  they  struck 
up  a close  friendship.  They 
would  regularly  meet  for 


Brian  Darling 


Falling  in  love  with  France 


Battle  lines . . . war  correspondent  Phyllis  Davis  In  1944 


breakfast,  and  Phyllis  said 
that  often  Pavlova  would 
dance  for  her. 

During  the  war  Phyllis  j 
reported  the  Blitz  and  was  a 
war  correspondent.  In  May 
1945  sbe  was  the  only  woman  i 
with  the  north  Atlantic  fleet  | 
which  took  the  surrender  of 
eight  German  submarines.  , 

She  continued  writing  for 
the  Daily  Mail  until  1946, 1 
when  she  married  an  Ameri- 1 
can  singer,  Charles  Edward  I 
Bouchard,  and  moved  to  New 
York.  There  she  worked  in  1 
broadcasting  and  for  Kemsiey 
Newspapers.  After  her  mar- 
riage failed  she  returned  to 
England,  where  she  worked  i 


for  six  years  for  the  Central 
Office  of  Information. 

In  1956  Phyllis  moved  to 
Northampton,  spent  some 
time  in  a mental  hospital 
following  a nervous  break- 
down and  remained  in  the 
town  until  her  death.  Al- 
though she  was  poor  and  had 
little  contact  with  anyone 
from  her  former  life,  she  was 
stfil  a formidable  character, 
walking  everywhere  on 
crutches. 


BRLAN  DARLING,  who 
has  died  aged  61,  encap- 
sulated the  excitement 
and  internationalism  of  1968. 
and  his  commitment  to  the 
social  justice  and  truth  associ- 
ated with  that  beady  year 
remained  undinuned.  For  25 
years  he  taught  at  North  East 
London  Polytechnic  (now  the 
University  of  East  London), 
establishing  the  French  and 
sociology  programmes  and  a 
European  studies  network. 

His  love  for  France  was 
| born  as  a schoolboy,  and  gov- 
erned his  life.  In  the  late  1950s, 
l he  hitch-hiked  through  west- 
ern Europe  and  especially 
France.  He  attended  the  Lon- 
don School  of  Economics  from 
1959-1962,  researched  at  the 
Sorbonne  into  the  review  Es- , 
prit,  and  was  swept  into  the  1 
revolutionary  student  move- 
ments of  tbe  times.  Brian  trav- , 


elled  to  Prague  and  Paris  dur- 
ing the  1968  upheavals. 

Throughout  the  1960s  and 
1970s  he  contributed  to  Esprit 
whose  editor,  Jean-Marie  Do- 
menach,  remained  a lifelong 
friend.  This  connection 
brought  him  into  contact  with 
a circle  of  Catholic  Marxists 
and  thus  to  an  informal  Inter- 
nationa) network  campaign- 
ing against  the  dictatorships 
in  eastern  and  southern 
Europe  and  Latin  America.  He 
was  involved  with  the  New 
Left  Manifesto  group,  the 
Labour  Party,  and  Amnesty ; 
International. 

After  marrying  in  1971. 
Brian  settled  in  north  London  j 
with  his  wife,  June,  and  step- 
children Leah  and  Tom  Byrne. 
Their  borne  became  a centre  , 
for  a stream  of  Latin  Ameri- 
can and  eastern  European 
refugees  and  information , 


about  the  victims  or  military 
dictatorships  was  passed  on  to 
the  press. 

In  the  1980s  and  1990s  his 
devotion  to  France  and  the 
drawing  together  of  the  Euro- 
pean nations  were  prime  con- 
cerns. He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Association 
for  tbe  Study  of  Modem  and 
Contemporary  France. 

France  represented  for 
Brian  freedom,  equality,  fra- 
ternity, intellectual  enquiry, 
the  warmth  and  beauty  of  its 
arts  and  the  vivacity  of  its 
people.  In  1967  the  French  gov- 
ernment honoured  him  for  his 
contributions  to  French 
studies. 


Aloe  Haggreaw 


Brian  Darling,  teacher,  bom  Oc- 
tober 10,  1935;  died  January  5, 
1997 


The  Guardian  Thursday  ftftrch  $ 1997 


Robert  Dicke 


Challenging 

Einstein 


Robert  Dicke,  who 

has  died  aged  SO,  pre- 
dicted the  discovery 
of  the  Big  Bang  echo, 
conducted  classic  experi- 
ments in  gravity,  and  was  for 
a time  tbe  chief  challenger  to 
Einstein’s  general  theory  of 
relativity.  He  was  widely 
respected,  both  as  a theorist 
and  as  a meticulous  experi- 
menter. Numerous  experi- 
ments in  space  and  the  lab- 
oratory were  devised  by  him 
and  others  to  test  his  proposi- 
tions, Including  the  Brans- 
Dicke  theory  of  gravity. 

Dicke  was  an  early  believer 
in  the  Big  Bang  theory  of  tbe 
creadan  of  the  universe,  and 
he  theorised  that  a microwave 
echo  of  that  event  might  per- 
sist to  the  present  day.  He  was 
building  a radio  antenna  to 
test  that  Idea  when  two  other 
investigators,  Robert  Wilson 
and  Arno  Penzias,  discovered 
the  echo  by  accident  They 
were  later  awarded  a Nobel 
Prize,  hi  which  Dicke  did  not 
share  — unfairly,  thought 
some  physicists.  In  the  journal 
Mercury  in  1994,  Jack  Zirker, 
a leading  solar  astronomer. 
sftM-  “Since  Nobel  prizes  are 
given  only  for  discoveries,  not 
interpretations,  Dicke 
received  only  the  admiration 
of  his  colleagues.” 

Although  gravity  jus,  for  the 
public;  the  most  familiar  of 
nature's  forces,  it  is  the  least 
understood  by  scientists,  and 
theorists  have  encountered 
many  pitfalls.  In  1961.  Dicke 
and  his  graduate  student.  Carl 
Brans,  proposed  that  gravity 
might  have  two  components: 
one  of  them  the  familiar  force 
impelling  objects  straight 
down  and  another,  much 
weaker,  component  causing 
objects  to  shrink  or  expand. 
They  theorised  that  one  effect 
of  such  a force  might  be  a slow 
weakening  of  gravity  as  the 
universe  expanded. 

As  evidence,  they  cited  the 
troubling  discrepancy  be- 
tween the  calculated  age  of  the 
universe  and  that  of  objects  j 
like  globular  clusters  of  stars, 
which  seemed  much  older.  If 
gravity  bad  been  stronger  in  i 
the  distant  past,  such  stars  | 
could  have  burned  faster  and 
aged  more  rapidly,  they  sug- 
gested. The  theory  proved  un- 
successful, but  Dicke 
remained  a major  gravity 
theorist  throughout  his  life. 

Dicke  conducted  experi- 
ments that  reinforced  an 
essential  element  of  relativity 
theory;  the  equivalence  of 
gravitational  mass  (measured 
by  weighing)  and  of  inertial 
mass  (measured  by  resistance 
| to  acceleration).  Dicke  carried 
out  experiments  searching  for 
any  difference  between  these 
two  kinds  of  mass  but  found 
them  to  be  equivalent  to  the 
limit  of  accuracy  of  his  experi- 
ment one  part  in  ICO  billion. 

Before  the  invention  of  the 
laser,  Dicke  patented  a similar 
device,  which  enclosed  coher- 
ent infra-red  rays  between 
mirrors,  one  of  which  was 
partly  transparent  He  held  at 
least  50  patents.  35  of  them  in 
radar.  During  the  second 
world  war,  he  contributed  to 
the  development  of  radar  at 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of 
Technology,  developing  a radi- 
ometer that  was  able  to  detect 
very  weak  radio  waves.  It  be- 
came a major  element  in  radio 
astronomy  as  well  as  radar. 


i describes  nature  acurately 
should  be  simple  ad  ele- 
gant," and  his  "eicpennents" 

| were  mental.  Zirker  aid.  The 
I professorship  In  Btateln*s 
name  was  created  in  175  and 
Dicke  was  the  first  to  eld  it. 

Early  evidence  foi  Ein- 
stein’s theory  bad  com  from 
the  elliptical  orbit  of  Mer- 
cury, whoso  point  nearet  the 
Sun  drifts  by  a very  mall 
amount,  5,600  seconds  c arc 
per  century.  Newton's  tfcory 
explained  all  but  43  secrete  of 
this  by  taking  Into  anxmt 
the  gravity  of  other  plants. 
The  unexplained  rescue 
seemed  to  be  accounted  foiby 
Einstein,  but  Dicke  argnd 
that  there  might  be  anathr 
explanation.  like  an  equa tr- 
ial bulge  on  the  Sun.  In  te 
1960s,  he  tried  in  vain  to  shoe 
that  by.  for  example,  obser. 
lng  the  Sun's  rim  across  lb 
edge  of  a spinning  disk. 

A striking  confirmation  a 
general  relativity,  in  1915J 


Before  the 
Invention  of 
the  laser,  Dicke 
patented  a 
similar  device 


bad  been  solar  gravity's  de- 
flection of  starlight  that  hud 
skirted  the  eclipsed  Sun. 
Dicke  said  that  while  most  of 
the  deflection  had  been 
caused  as  Einstein  had  pre- 
dicted, there  was  a residue 
that  could  be  detected  only  by 
more  precise  observations. 
Among  these  were  measure- 
ments of  the  Moon’s  orbit  by 
laser  beams  reflected  hock  to 
Earth  by  mirrors  placed  there 
by  astronauts.  Radar  beams 
that  skirted  the  Sun  were 
bounced  off  Venus.  Mercury 
and  spacecraft  such  as  Mari- 
ner 6 and  7.  Similar  observa- 
tions were  made  of  distant 
stars  and  quasars,  extremely 
distant  sources . of  Ught  and 
radio  waves.  Early  results 
that  seemed  to  support  Dicke 
were  finally  reftited.- 

Among  Dicke’s  books  were 
Introduction  to  Quantum  Me- 
chanics (i960),  Theoretical  Sig- 
nificance of  Experimental  Rel- 
ativity (1965)  and  Gravitation 
and  the  Universe  (1970).  In 
1970,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
National  Science  Board  by 
President  Nixon,  who 
awarded  him  the  National 
Medal  of  Science  the  nest 
year. 

Dicke  lived  in  Princeton 
with  his  wife,  Annie,  whom 
he  married  in  1M2.  She  sur- 
vives him  together  with  a 
daughter  and  two  sons. 


Walter  Sullivan 

iC-  New  York  Times 


Robert  Henry  Dicke.  nuclear 
physicist,  bom  May  6,  1916;  died 
March  4, 1997 


Death  Notices 


VAUGHAN,  Marteri  Vtoemt  £ /iglnwr,  Un- 
Qutst  and  musician:  a man  or  Immsnw 


knourledQQ  and  tnsatnMo  Curiosity.  Bom 
Novombw  22nd  1981  In  Saltwa.  owd 


Mart*  1st  1987  in  WnHingtonl  Devoted 
ftueaond  <*  me  tote  Oorai%.  fovfng  and 


DICKE  was  bom  in  St 
Louis.  He  attended 
the  University  of 
Rochester,  and  gradu- 
ated from  Princeton  with  hon- 
ours in  1939.  returning  there 
to  earn  a doctorate  in  nuclear  I 
physics. 

A tail,  slender,  soft-spoken 
man,  he  was  a stubborn 
champion  of  his  theories.  De- 
spite his  flare  for  theory,  be 
was,  Zirker  said,  “the  ulti- 
mate empiricist  a man  who 
measures."  and  he  believed 
that  the  observations  of  gen- , 
eral  relativity's  effect  on  grav- 
ity were  woefully  imprecise. 
By  contrast  Einstein  “firmly 
believed  that  any  theory  that 


Birthdays 


Alistair  Frufach 


Phyllis  Davis,  journalist,  bom 
January  14,  1909;  died  February 
21. 1997 


Dr  Madge  Adam,  astrono- 
mer. 85;  Jean  Boht  actress, 
61;  William  Davis,  author 
and  publisher,  64;  Kiki  Dee, 
pop  singer,  50;  Prof  Sir 
Charles  Frank,  physicist  86; 
Richard  Giordano,  chair- 
man, British  Gas,  63;  Dave 
Gilmour,  rock  guitarist  and 
singer.  50;  Sir  Alistair 
Grant  chairman,  Safeway, 


60:  Prof  David  Hendry,  econ- 
omist 53;  Prof  Sir  Raymond 
(Bill)  Hoff en berg,  endocri- 
nologist, medical  campaigner, 
74;  Lorln  Maazel,  conductor, 
67;  John  Noakes.  actor  and 
television  presenter,  63;  Va- 
lentina Nik  olay  eva-Teresh- 
kova,  astronaut  first  woman 
in  space.  60;  Richard  Noble, 
world  land  speed  record 


holder,  51;  Flora  Pnrim,  jazz 
singer,  lyricist  55;  Rt  Rev 
David  Sheppard,  retiring 
Bishop  of  Liverpool  68;  Prof 
Marilyn  Strathern,  anthro- 
pologist 56;  Dame  Bari  Te 
Kanawa,  operatic  soprano, 
54;  D H (David  Haddon) 
Whitaker,  publisher  of  the 
almanac,  66;  Mary  Wilson. 
Singer,  53. 


mudMovod  Drama,  a Cynthia,  me  into  Hi- 
lary and  n»  low  Bwtnra.  lamer  of  Janlca 
Heather,  lather-in-iav  of  Naei  Robert, 
oramUathe,  of  Clare.  Matthew  and  Ahu 
fend  wife.  Seaeaj.  grata  grandfather  at  Ro- 
sie and  Rachel.  tvotMrwfWa*.  undo  and 
SFeet  undo  (aspodnVf  or  Becky)  end 
standfast  Wend  to  so  mtny.  Lite  member  of 
the  Manchester  AssocMlon  ot  Engtnmre 


andCftMftfra  Roms  Cm.  Ltto/ano  mad* 
ct  The  Guardian’  ttu  hit  last  day.  We  ora 


compiling  a family  Bcrapox*  in  cetatnatton 
of  Mi  Ufa.  » Menu  and  linear  catfeaguas 
would  Bke  to  share  their  memories  please 
sand  mem  » Ms  daughter.  Uamco  rostawi. 
57  BucWngiwn  Rd.  Swndon.  Wiltshire 
SNSIHt 


In  Memoriam 


CMD8U,  Sbnofk  In  memory  of  my  EtetoMd 
•On.  Died  March  (Ml.  19& . Remembered 
this  day  and  all  days. 


•JJCPHAIL,  David  LyimoL  1701  October 
l«B  to  Bth  March  IMS.  "A  whom  new 
ruJdJence  (or  we  .uortesT  Grouty  routed 
by  us  all. 


■Tp  piece  your  announeamm  Waphona 
0171  713  ■4567  or  (at  0171  715  between 
Ham  and  3pm  Mon^rt. 


Jackdaw 


Condom  cats 


USA;  Condoms  for  Cats 
Spring  Grove,  Minnesota  — 
This  year's  novelty  item  is 
the  Kitty  Kondom.  A US  firm 
is  promoting  the  products  to 
get  across  a serious  message 
about  the  "explosion  in  the 
domestic  cat  population." 
Reported  in  the  March  issue  of 
European  Rubber  Journal,  but 
what  "s  wrong  with  spaying? 
Thanks  to  Mark  Clemens. 


The  loafer 


A DISTRAUGHT  woman 
motorist  dialled  999  after 
spotting  what  she  thought 
was  a body  on  the  A27  road 
between  Romsev  and  North 


Baddesley,  Hampshire. 

When  police  arrived  on  the 
scene  they  discovered  five 
french  baguettes  sticking  out 
of  the  mud 

• A gaunt  and  thin  man,  6ft 
4in  tall,  was  observed  on  De- 
cember 6 exposing  himself  to 
a display  of  Barbie  Dolls  in 
Woolworths.  Bury  St  Ed- 
munds, Suffolk.  The  store 
manager  said  the  man  had 
been  "suspected  on  a few  oc- 
casions” of  exposing  himself 
to  the  dolls,  and  would  be 
banned  from  the  shop. 

• Xu  Chengshun,  an  actor 
with  a Beijing  Opera  troupe 
in  Shanghai,  bit  off  his  wife’s 
nose  during  divorce  proceed- 
ings in  court  in  a dramatic 
bid  to  save  his  marriage,  cal- 
culating that  nobody  else 
would  marry  her  if  she  was 
disfigured  He  was  arrested 
immediately. 

• Constable  Randy  Young, 
man.  44,  an  outspoken  gun 
control  opponent  in  Medicine 
Hat,  Alberta,  was  taken  to  a 
Calgary  hospital  on  Decem- 
ber 5 after  accidentally  shoot- 
ing himself  in  the  legs  while 
teaching  a firearms  safety 
course  at  a house  south  of 
Grassy  Lake.  He  was  demon- 


strating how  to  load  and  un- 
load a 12-gauge  shotgun. 

• A man  who  robbed  a house 
in  Shanghai  made  a big  mis- 
take the  next  day  when  he 
asked  a woman  at  a bus  stop 
for  directions.  She  recog- 
nised the  clothes  he  had  on  as 
belonging  to  her  husband 
With  the  help  of  bystanders, 
she  effected  a citizen's  arrest 

• A numbers  system  based 
on  the  life  of  the  stigmatic 
Padre  Pio  was  the  inspiration 
for  both  winners  of  the  Irish 
Lotto  jackpot  of  £1.6  million 
on  November 30.  Tickets 
bought  in  Tramore,  Water- 
ford and  in  Tipperary  used 
six  numbers  drawn  from  the 
dates  of  the  monk's  birth 
(25-5-1887),  ordination  (1(M- 
1910)  and  death  (23-9-1968). 

• Hundreds  ofThais  had  va- 
sectomies on  December  5 to 
honour  their  king's  50th  year 
on  the  throne.  There  was  a 
national  holiday  as  King 
Bhumiboi  Adulyadej  turned 
69.  The  Population  and  Com- 
munity Development  Associ- 
ation, which  has  performed 

free  vasectomies  on  the 

king’s  birthday  for  17  years, 
bestowed  mass  sterility  in  a 
day-long  carnival-like  event 


• Nick  Coomes,  18.  lost  his 
watch  in  a Jersey  nightclub 
in  August  Two  months  later, 
on  a train  journey  from  Lon- 
don to  his  home  in  Salisbury, 
he  asked  a stranger  the  time 
and  saw  that  she  was  wearing 
a watch  just  like  his.  The  girl 
had  also  been  in  the  night- 
club cm  holiday  and  found  the 
watch,  which  was  engraved 
with  his  name. 

• Two  men  in  Botosani, 
Romania,  have  been  refused 
entry  to  the  Orthodox  priest- 

I hood  because  their  penises 
“don’t  reach  the  minimum 
length  set  down  in  the  rules” 
according  to  the  Scottish 
Daily  Record. 

Life.  Fortran  Times  style. 


Dog  love 


APPARENTLY,  most  dog 
wardens  have  encountered  at 
least  one  case  of  bestiality. 
Cuthbert  Jackson  has  been  a 
dog  warden  for  eight  years, 
and  has  only  had  to  deal  with 
one  proven  case,  but  he’s  en- 
countered numerous  allega- 
tions where  people  have 
accused  reel  uses  of  “over-af- 
faction"  towards  their  dogs. 

“We  hear  more  accusa- 


tions than  actual  cases,”  says 
Cuthbert  “Usually,  they  are 
concerned  with  people  who 
are. under  medical  supervi- 
sion, and  who  have  a dog. 

They  are  often  reclusive,  they 
can’t  make  friends  and  they 
don’t  go  out — they  obviously 
become  very  close  to  their 
dog.  It’s  only  a short  step  on  to 
people  becoming  sexually 
abusive  to  their  dogs." 

Bestiality  is  a very  difficult 
crime  to  prove,  but  in  a lot  of 
cases,  the  perpetrator  actu- 
ally admits  the  crime.  Under 
section  12  of  the  Sexual  Of- 
fences Act  1956.  it  is  an  of- 
fence to  commit  sodomy  with 
an  animal  (or  human),  and 
the  penalty  is  life  imprison- 
ment. Although  the  police 
can  prosecute  for  bestiality, 
they  may  be  loathe  to  because  1 
the  person  will  often  already 
be  under  medical  supervision  i 
or  treatment  The  dog  Is  also  j 
removed. 

Entitled  Strange  Bedfellows, 
what  sleeping-wlth-your-dog 
cuticle  would  be  complete  with- 
out mentioning  people  who 
realty  do  sleep  in  the  biblical 
sense  with  their  dogs?  Dogs 
magazine  breaks  from  out  its 
norm  with  the  usual  articles  \ 


entitled  Flawed  But  Adored. 
Love  Me  Love  My  Dog,  and 
hands  us  bestiality. 


Tired  shades 


DONNA  Karen  New  York 
DENY : How  about  Celedon? 
It's  like  celery  colour,  like  a 
pate,  pale  green. 

SPY:  How  do  you  spell  that? 
DENY:  C-E-L-E-D-O-N.  Or 
maybe  pale  blue.  Hn»wn>n 
This  Is  a tough  disease. 

Tommy  HilGger 

TH:  I like  plaid;  Tommy  does  a 


i lot  of  plaid;  I don’t  have  any- 
thing against  plaid  You  have 
pink  for  breast  cancer  and 
then  red  for  Aids.  I think  plaid 
would  be  different  from  what 
everyone  else  is  doing.  Or 
even  striped  You  could  do  a 
striped 
SPY:  Striped. 

TH:  Maybe  like  yefiow-ond- 
white  striped.  The  colour  yel- 
low is  for  friendship,  so 
may  be  you  could  do  some- 
thing with  that 
Atelier  Creative  services, 
inc. 

Atelier:  What's  the  disease 
again? 

SPY:  Chronic  fatigue 
syndrome. 

Atelier:  I suggest  you  do 
something  In  the  shape  of  a 


iiTVMiiyitisiSHys, 

Sfrouldyou 


Dogs.,  .a  bit  of  waff? 


SPY:  A gear? 

Atelier.  A gear.  You  know, 
like  a mechanism,  a machine. 
For  the  simple  fact  that 
chronic  fatigue  Is  something 
that  stops  the  machine  from 
functioning.  You  could  do  it  in 
metal  or  silver  because,  you 
know,  colours  are  out 
Wllke-Rodxiguez 
I W-R:  Hmm.  tiredness  and  ex- 
haustion,! don’t 
know.  Something  empty? 


SPY:  Empty,  you  mean  Uke 
white? 

W-R:  No.  not  white.  Empty. 
Joe  Boxer 

JB:  Ooh.  wow,  what  a fUnjob. 
Right  off  the  top  of  mi’  heal. 
I’d  say  orange. 

SPY:  That  doesn't  really  rep- 
resent tiredness  and 
exhaustion. 

JB:  Yeah.  I don't  know . . . 
black?  That’s  exhaustion.  I 
mean,  when  I think  fatigue  X 
think  pain  more  than 
exhaustion. 

SPY:  Would  you  change  the  ■ 

design  of  the  ribbon? 

JB:  How  about  hanging  up- 
side down?  Black  hanging  up- 
side down? 

Spy  magazine  attempts  to  dis- 
cover the  origin  of  the  assorted 
shades  of colour  for  the  Need- 
ing heart  ribbons  Uiatltocekb- 
ritycan  be  seen  without  at  the 
Oscars. 


Jackdaw  wants  Jcuvls.  K-tnatl 
Jadutawip.guardUm.ahitk;Jte 
oiTPris-mzjwkdaic.  The 
Guardian.  IWAarruu.’rfwn 
Road,  Inruton  KV1R  J£R- 
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Caofoury 
Scl/weppes 
prdfits 
sparkle 


I BURY  Schweppes 
chairman  Dominic 
_ , idbory  (on  right  of  | 
pict]re)y  esterday  reported 
it  profits  at  the  end 
he  described  as  “a 
pcnlarly  important 
' for  the  company.  He 
hinted  that  the  group 
“ ady  to  look  at  acqni- 
agaln  with  a war 
amounting  to  i 
l as  £2  billion. 

year  included  the 
of  the  company’s  ma- 
lty shareholding  in  the 
ittler,  Coca-Cola  & 
bhweppes  Beverages.  It 
fas  also  the  first  fall  year  • 

- ownership  of  Dr  Pepper, 
e US  drinks  company, 
id  saw  a complete 
’ the  top  executive  team. 
Pre-tax  profits  rose  by  12 
cent  to  £592  million  de- 
f spite  poor  summer  weather 
l in  Europe  which  hit  drinks 
sales,  and  £18  million  start- 
up losses  in  Russia. 

Chief  executive  John 
Sunderland  (on  left  of  pic- 
ture) dismissed  fears  that 
the  group’s  US  drinks  busi- 
ness would  be  swamped  by 
Coca-Cola  and  Pepsi. 

PHOTOGRAPH:  SEAN  SMTH 


City  told  to  curb  bonuses 


Lisa  Buckingham  and 
Julia  Finch 


THE  City  has  been 
put  on  notice  that  it 
must  stamp  out  ex- 
cessive bonuses  for 
dealers  or  risk  hav- 
ing financial  penalties  im- 
posed by  regulators  in  an  at- 
tempt to  avoid  further 
scandals  caused  by  rogue 
traders.  » . 

Intervention  by  City 
watchdogs  follows  the  dis- 
covery by  NatWest  Markets 
late  last  week  of  a £50/mil- 
lion  black  hole  in  its  deriva- 
tives business — the  latest  in 
a series  of  scandals,  from  the 
collapse  of  Baring^  to  the 
Peter  Young' affhir  jaf  Deut- 
sche Morgan  Grenfell,  which 


is  threatening  to  undermine 
confidence  in  London's  repu- 
tation as  a leading  financial 
market.  - 

The  Bank  of  England  is 
understood  to  be  planning  to 
take  into  account  any  addi- 
tional finanriai  risks  encour- 
aged by  bonus  systems  when 
it  is  aaspasing  the  capital 
requirements  of  the  banks  It 
supervises. 

Meanwhile,  the  Securities 
and  Divestments'  Board  — 
which  is  thought  to  be  pre- 
paring to  publish  a discus- 
sion document  shortly  after 
Easter  — is1  expected  to  call 
for  financial  penalties  ibr 
companies  whose  remunera- 
tion schemes  alter  their  risk 
profile.'  *- 

The  Bank  and  the  SIB 
stressed  their  reluctance  to 


dictate  remuneration  policy 
to  City  finance  houses.  One 
official  mM:  “We  have  no  In- 
tention of  laying  down  how 
people  are  paid  and  this  is 
not  regulation  by  the  back 
door.” 

But  SIB  officials  admitted 
that  a wide-ranging  review 
erf  regulatory  efficiency  to  be 
published  during  the  next 
month  would  contain  sugges- 
tions that  extra  risks  created 
by  highly  leveraged  bonus 
schemes  should  mean  that  a 
firm's  capital  requirements 
need  to  be  increased.  This 
would  penalise  finance 
houses  by  requiring  more 
funds. 

At  present  It  is  understood 
that  senior  regulatory  execu- 
tives are  encouraging  share- 
holders and  trade  bodies  to 


spearhead  new  codes  of  prac- 
tice in  an  attempt  to  avoid 
having  to  hand  down  a fresh 
batch  of  regulations. 

The  Futures  and  Options 
Association  is,  for  example, 
expected  to  consider 
whether  to  Issue  guidelines 
on  the  remuneration  of  front 
line  traders  at  its  next  board 
meeting  In  an  effort  to  head 
off  intervention  by  the 
-{-regulators. . ; 

And  some  erf  the  UK’s  most 
powerful  institutional  share- 
holders are  expected  to  seek 
meetings  with  top  banking 
executives  to  secure  far 
greater  transparency  on  pay 
structures  below  board  level 
and  to  argue  that  over-per- 
formance should  be  “pun- 
ished” in  the  same  way  as 
under-performance. 


One  leading  fund  manager 
said:  “The  rewards  for  trad- 
ers from  taking  big  risks  are 
potentially  huge.  But  the 
downside  Is  very  limited. 
The  worst  that  can  happen  is 
they  lose  their  job.  That  is 
not  a big  enough  threat,  so 
there  should  be  fines  for 
overachieving. 

“Traders  are  money-moti- 
vated and  if  they  are  encour- 
aged by  financial  rewards 
they  can  be  discouraged  by 
financial  penalties.” 

It  is  also  likely  that  invest- 
ment organisations  will  sug- 
gest that  individual  incen- 
tives be  scaled  back  in 
favour  of  team  bonuses  as  a 
way  of  reining  in  rogue 
traders. 

It  is  accepted  that  changes 
to  the  City^s  bonus  systems 


BAT  considers 
US  settlement 


Ian  King 
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But  Martin  Broughton, 
BATs  chit  executive,  said  it 
was  now  ttne  to  evaluate  the 
possible  sftlement  of  a string 
erf  US  tmacco-related  legal 
cases,  wjch  cost  BAT  $100 
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lughtoxu-wbo  necent- 
.T  wanted  to  end  the 
warfare”  in.  which 
Industry  operates, 
sensible  settlement 
me  covering  all  Cor- 
fu tUTC  claims  and 
us  approved  by  Con- 
tbe  White  House.. 


However,  BAT  chairman 
Lord  Cairns  said  the  US  to- 
bacco industry  currently  had 
“no  intention”  of  seeking  a 
settlement  with  litigants,  de- 
spite what  he  called  “consid- 
erable speculation”. 

He  added:  “The  US  tobacco 
industry  would,  however,  be 
prepared  to  evaluate  propos- 
als from  third  parties  to  pro- 
vide relief  from  current  and 
future  suits,  provided  that 
they  were  in  shareholder  in- 
terests.” 

Lord  Cairns  said  the  finan- 
cial services  arm  — which  in- 
cludes Eagle  Star  and  Allied 
Dunbar  — would  not  be  at 
any  risk  from  tobacco  litiga- 
tion, despite  the  unpredict- 
ability of  the  US  lawsuits. 

The  comments  came  as 
BAT  announced  a 5 per  cent 
increase  in  fUH-year  pretax 
profits  to  £2.49  billion.  Of 
that,  tobacco  contributed 
£L63  billion,  an  increase  of  7 
per  cent  on  1995,  while  the  fi- 
nancial services  division  con- 
tributed £L18MQion,  an  im- 
provement of  8 per  cent 

The  .financial  services  arm 
has  had  to  make  a;  one-off  £160 
rnilHrm'  provision  to  cover 
American  environmental 
claims  on  Eagle-Star.,-.-; 
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! bour  accused  of  reneging 
full  employment  pledge 

economy  than  the  Tories  in 
its  attempt  to  prove  its 
credibility.  ■ * 

He  says:  “New  Labour  has 
quietly  dropped  full  employ- 
ment from  its  political  vocab- 
ulary, and  Gordon  Brown  has 
made  it  clear  that  it  intends  to 
follow  as  strict  or  stricter,  fi- 
nancial policies  than  the 
Tories.”  It  has  adopted  “the 
New  Orthodoxy”  relying  on 

continued  mass  unemploy- 
ment to  regulate  lnflation. 

"A  society  that  believes 
that  all  its  citizens  have  an 
equal  right  to  participate 
fredy  in  the  political  process, 
cannot  exclude-  a sizeable  mi- 
nority of  its  citizens  frompar- 
ticlpatlon  in  the  world  of 
work  without  destroying  its 
moral  acceptability,  he  says. 


[Labour  party  has  been 
attacked  by  a respected 
bof-centre  economist  who 
Tqiiiy  Blair's,  team  of  | 
abandoning  The  once- 
edge  iof  WU  employ- 

it. 

, John  Grieve  Smith,  a Cam- 
bridge d&h- wfeoae  book.  Pull 
'Emptoysfrenh  A Hedge  Be- 
'trayed,  is  published  today, 
calls  <to  .politicians ''to  re- 
r establish  the  goal  of  jobs  tor 
all  — fr  jeopardise  economic 
and  social  development  and 
violate  a fundamental  demo- 
cratictright. ^ t. 

.•Mr /Grieve  Smith  says,  that 
New  Labour  is  likely  to  be  as 
or.  'tighter/-  with  - file 


Jobs  go  affirm  hit  by  asbestosis 


■Uia  Ffaidi 


Manchester-based 
engineering  and  car 
parts  company,  T&N,  Is 
to  cut  2JS00  jobs  after  the  cost 
of  setting  up  a £1  billion 
safety  net  to  meet  potential 
asbestosis  claims  pushed  the 
group  deep  into  the  red  last 
year 

The  group,  once  Britain's 
biggest  asbestos  producer, 
plunged  from  a £120  million 
profit  to  a £388  million  loss 
after  a charge  of  £500  million 
which  the  company  hopes 
will  cap  its  liabilities  and  en- 
able it  to  draw  a line  under 
the  financial  after-effects  of 
asbestos  dlseases. 

The  charge  consists  of 
£373  million  in  provisions  for 
future  flaims  from  former 
staff  and  customers  affected 


by  asbestosis  — a large  slice 
of  which  will  be  paid  for  by 
rfiapnsalc  — anil  £50  m ITT  inn 
for  current  claims.  With  in- 
terest the  £373  million  should 
be  worth  more  than  £500  mil- 
lion by  the  time  it  might  have 
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to  be  paid  out  The  company 
hag  also  paid  an  inmiunpp 
premium  of  £92  million  to 
provide  cover  for  payouts  of  a 
further  £500  million.  T&N 
should  only  Dace  the  spectre  of 
asbestosis  again  if  future 
payouts  reach  well  over  of 
£1  billion. 

T&N  suffered  at  the  trading 
level,  with  operating  profits 
down  from  £204  million  to 
£173  million.  T&N  says  half 
that  toll  was  due  to  a big 
downturn  in  the  truck  market 
in  the  US  and  Europe. 

Yesterday  the  chairman. 
Sir  Colin  Hope,  outlined  plans 
for  T&N  to  become  one  of  the 
world’s  leading  automotive 
components  businesses.  This 
will  involve  a farther  2,500 
job  losses  over  two  years  — 
mostly  on  the  Continent,  but 
including  60  at  TAN’S  Man- 
chester head  office. 


Sir  Colin  said  T&N  was 
“back  In  the  growth  business, 
going  forward”,  though  hours 
later  it  emerged  that  his  plans 
to  expand  in  Germany  have 
suffered  a setback.  T&N  has 
been  pursuing  German  engi- 
neering group  Kolbenscbmidt 
to  become  the  world’s  largest 
pistons  manufacturer. 

Its  efforts  were  blocked  by 
the  German  cartel  office,  but 
T&N  appealed  to  the  German 
courts.  Yesterday,  ahead  of  a 
court  ruling,  a 25  per  cent 
stake  was  sold  to  a German 
rival.  T&N  still  has  an  option 
over  24.9  per  cent  of  the  com- 
pany, which  is  being  held  by  a 
German  bank  while  the  au- 
thorities decide  whether  T&N 
is  an  acceptable  suitor. 

Sir  Colin  insisted  he  was 
relaxed  about  the  sale,  but  a 
company  source  said  the  deal 
was  **a  terrible  blow”. 


Ombudsman  in  car 
insurance  warning 


Richard  Pifies 


THE  insurance  ombuds- 
man, Walter  Merricks, 
today  warns  of  the  pit- 
falls  of  buying  motor  insur- 
ance by  telephone  after 
receiving  a series  of  com- 
plaints about  direct  sellers  in 
the  past  year. 

Mr  Merricks,  who  deals 
with  disputes  about  general 
incnranre  and  has  the  power 
to  award  up  to  £100,000  in 
compensation,  says  in  bis 
annuaT  review  for  1996  that 
the  absence  of  proper  docu- 
mentation can  sometimes 
cause  “very  real  problems". 

He  cites  the  recent  case  cf 
one  customer  whose  claim 
was  rejected  by  a direct  in- 
surer after  sales  staff  had 
fiaii  pd  to  make  dear  his  cover 
would  not  extend  to  other 
cars  because  he  had  not  held 
afUIl  licence  for  12  months. 

“No  doubt  the  telesales  staff 
concerned  had  spotted  that 
they  could  *-iinrh  more  sales 
If  they  ignored  answers 
which  would  mean  that  a sale 
would  have  to  be  declined-” 
Such  disputes,  says  Mr 
Merricks,  can  only  be  avoided  | 


by  recording  all  calls.  In 
return,  direct  Insurers  would 
be  allowed  to  drop  the  process 

of  requiring  the  applicant  to 
sign  and  return  a proposal 

filwrg  Direct  Tine  launched 
the  first  telephone-based  ser- 
vice in  1985,  the  number  of 
direct  insurers  has  mush- 
roomed and  they  now  account 
for  dose  to  50  per  cent  of  all 
motor  insurance  policies. 

The  biggest  telephone  in- 
surer, Direct  Line,  receives 
is  minion  naTlw  each  year. 
The  company  reoords  sample 
conversations,  largely  to 
monitor  its  sales  staff  but 
says  toe  cost  of  taping;  access- 
ing and  storing  all  calls  Is 
prohibitively  high. 

The  insurance  ombudsman 
received  3,586  complaints 
about  general  insurance  dur- 
ing 1996,  a 5 per  cent  decrease 
on  the  previous  year. 

In  his  report,  Mr  Merricks 
says  he  has  begun  a review  of 
the  scheme’s  scope  because  of 
concern  about  the  34,000  com- 
plaints each  year  which  can- 
not be  dealt  with  as  they  fall 
outside  the  bureau’s  jurisdic- 
tion. This  is  largely  because 
the  policies  have  been  bought 
through  brokers.  i 


Bock  severs 
Lonrho  ties 
after  five 
stormy  years 

pvlETER  Bock  yesterday 
L/ ended  his  controversial 
five-year  association  with 
Lonrho,  resigning  as  a non- 
executive director  to  head 
the  Enropean  arm  of 
TrizecHahn,  North  Ameri- 
ca’s second  biggest  real  es- 
tate company,  writes  Ian 
King 

Mr  Bods,  who  stepped 
down  as  Lonrho’s  chief  ex- 
ecutive four  months  ago, 
has  also  taken  a 4 per  cent 
stake  in  TrizecHahn 
through  Advanta.  his  prop- 
erty company,  which  is  also 
selling  TrizecHahn  a num- 
ber of  real  estate  projects. 

“Tiny**  Rowland,  founder 
of  Lonrho,  anointed  Mr 
Bode  his  successor  in  1992. 
only  for  Mr  Bode  to  oust  Mr 
Rowland  from  the  Lonrho 
board  two  years  later. 

Late  last  year.  Mr  Bock 
npset  Lonrho  shareholders 
when  he  sold  his  18  per  cent 
stake  to  South  African  min- 
ing giant  Anglo  American 
at  180p  a share,  a level  Lon- 
rho shares  — unchanged 
yesterday  at  147\4p  — have 
since  failed  to  reach. 
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will  have  to  be  implemented 
widely  or  they  will  disadvan- 
tage some  companies,  as 
“star  dealers”  will  decamp 
to  rivals  where  toe  potential 
rewards  are  greater. 

But  there  are  difficulties 
in  trying  to  persuade  inves- 
tors to  pressure  toe  financial 
community  to  change  its 
remuneration  structure  as, 
increasingly,  toe  fond  man- 
agers of  big  institutional 
shareholders  also  receive 
the  same  type  of  perfor- 
mance bonuses. 

Another  investment  execu- 
tive said:  “City  bonuses  are 
quite  scandalous;  they  push 
people  into  quick  deals  and 
quick  fixes.  But  this  is  very 
much  in  our  back  yard  and 
could  be  tricky  for  us  to  take 
on." 


royal  intervention  in 
Vilvorde  affair  is  un- 
likely to  save  the  Belgian 
car  plant  At  the  risk  of  com- 
mitting lese  majeste  and  sac- 
rilege simultaneously,  it 
would  take  something  rather 
more  in  the  nature  of  divine 
Intervention  for  that  to 
happen. 

Nonetheless,  in  a country 
where  the  credibility  of  the 
political  and  judicial  classes 
is  at  a low  ebb.  the  gesture 
may  have  a deeper  signifi- 
cance than  the  obvious  public 
relations  value. 

The  Belgian  authorities 
have  a tricky  task  in  respond- 
ing to  Renault’s  decision  to 
shut  down  Vilvorde.  It  is  easy 
enough  to  castigate  the  man- 
agement of  the  French  car 
company  — and  there  has 
been  no  shortage  of  that  this 
week.  Despite  job  losses  in 
France,  the  decision  to  close 
the  Belgian  plant  outright  has 
been  widely  seen  as  a move  to 
ensure  the  bulk  of  the  pain  of 
Renault  cost  cutting  foils  out- 
side France. 

The  debate  has  been  fuelled 
by  the  record  of  toe  Vilvorde 
plant,  with  Belgian  commen- 
tators arguing  that  its  rela- 
tive performance  shows  that 
the  closure  owes  little,  if  any- 
thing, to  economic  factors. 
But  it  has  also  dawned  on  the 
Belgians  that  it  would  have 
been  difficult,  nay  impossible, 
to  implement  the  Vilvorde 
closure  with  toe  speed  and 
surprise  with  which  it  hap- 
pened had  toe  plant  been  lo- 
cated elsewhere  in  continen- 
tal Europe;  in  France  itself;  in 
Germany  or  in  Holland. 

That  is  producing  calls  for 
Belgium  to  take  action  to  pre- 
vent a repetition,  but.  as 
many  Belgians  are  aware, 
any  draconian  moves  could 
send  the  wrong  signal  to  in- 
ternational firms  considering 
investing  in  the  country, 
stifling  valuable  investment 
possibilities  at  source. 


Share  the  truffles 
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.NE  solution  to  the 
[problem  of  external  In- 
dustrial control  might 
be  for  Belgium  to  grow  more 
of  its  own  companies  to  a suf- 
ficient size  to  operate  on  an 
international  scale.  Certainly, 
the  Brussels  stock  exchange 
would  love  to  help. 

According  to  Anne  Vlem- 
inckx  a member  of  the  bourse 
committee,  Brussels  does  not 
lack  investors.  The  idea  that 
Belgian  burghers  prefer 
bonds  and  bricks  to  shares  is 
overdone.  Issues  are  regu- 
larly oversubscribed.  Take 
the  flotation  of  chocolates 
group  Neuhaus.  a seriously 
upmarket  truffles  maker. 
This  week’s  offer  was  15  times 
oversubscribed  and,  given  the 
obvious  appetite  for  the  stock, 
there  cannot  be  too  much  sur- 
prise over  the  20  per  cent  pre- 
mium in  the  immediate  after 


market.  The  snag  is  that 
many  privately  owned  Bel- 
gian companies  which  have 
the  potential  to  benefit  from  a 
stock  exchange  quotation  are 
reluctant  to  come  to  the  mar- 
ket because  of  the  resulting 
dilution  of  control. 

Ms  Vleminckx  argues  that 
such  bashfolness  can  hold 
back  companies  with  the  po- 
tential to  grow.  She  would 
like  to  see  more  Belgian  com- 
panies. using  money  raised 
from  Belgian  investors 
through  toe  Brussels  bourse 
to  battle  it  out  on  the  interna- 
tional markets. 

She  Is  talking  her  own 
book,  of  course.  In  the  highly 
competitive  struggle  between 
exchanges,  a steady  flow  of  es- 
tablished companies  to  com- 
plement the  young  and  grow- 
ing businesses  targeted  by  the 
new  markets  would  clearly 
boost  her  bourse. 

Not  only  would  It  mean 
more  listed  companies.  It 
would  mean  more  trading  — 
perhaps  adding  to  toe  (cur- 
rently very  modest)  number 
of  foreign  players  on  the 
Brussels  stock  market. 

That  does  not  mean  that 
what  would  be  good  for  toe 
bourse  could  not  also  be  good 
for  Belgium.  Ms  Vleminckx 
and  her  colleagues,  however 
will  be  hoping  that  would-be 
new  entrants  do  not  wait  the 
140  years  it  took  Neuhaus  to 
opt  for  toe  publicly  quoted 
sector. 
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Dieter  Bode  resignation 

However,  Mr  Bock  in- 
sisted that  his  departure 
would  not  jeopardise  the 
demerger  of  Lonrho’s  non- 
mining  assets,  and  said  he 
wonld  still  be  interested  In 
investing  in  toe  businesses 
— which  include  toe  Dutton 
Fora  haw  and  Jack  Barclay 
car  dealerships  and  various 
property  assets  — when  the 
demerger  goes  through. 

Mr  Rowland  — who  still 
has  a 6 per  cent  stake  in 
Lonrho  — reacted  to  the  de- 
parture of  Mr  Bock  by  say- 
ing: “Shareholders  are  well 
rid  of  him.  If  only  we  were 
as  easily  rid  of  toe  damage 
he  has  done/' 


News  in  brief 

Shortage  of 

houses  for  sale 

For  every  house  coming  on  to 
the  market  there  are  nine 
would-be  buyers,  according  to 
a report  from  Black  Horse 
Agencies. 

The  latest  Halifax  house 
price  index  shows  that  prices 
rose  by  a seasonally  adjusted 
05  per  cent  in  February  after 
faffing  0.7  per  rent  in  January. 

Guru  spurn*  EMU 

Britain  would  be  better  off  out 
of  toe  European  single  cur- 
rency, according  to  a former 
member  of  toe  Treasury  panel 
of  wise  people.  Professor  Pat- 
rick Minford  of  Liverpool 
University  said  that  even  if 
toe  other  European  econo-' 
mies  went  ahead  with  EMU, 
Britain  should  not  join. 
“Tying  toe  currency  to  a for- 
eign vehicle  exposes  the  econ- 
omy to  greater  macroeco- 
nomic instability  from  world 
and  supply-side  shocks.” 


RE  is  an  assymetry 
about  the  performance  of 
members  states  in  rela- 
tion to  toe  constituent  parts 
of  economic  and  monetary 
union  (EMU)  according  to  the 
single  market  commissioner. 
Mario  Monti 

As  Car  as  the  economic  part 
goes  (which,  for  Mr  Monti 
means  the  implementation  of 
single  market  measures),  two 
of  the  three  best  performers 
are  Denmark  and  the  UK. 

By  contrast,  Germany  and 
Italy  are,  respectively,  fourth 
and  third  bottom  of  Mr  Mon- 
ti's league  table.  Only  Austria 
and  Finland,  late  arrivals  to 
the  European  Union,  score 
worse. 

Yet,  as  Mr  Monti  has  spot- 
ted. Germany  and  Italy,  or  at 
least  their  political  leader- 
ships, are  among  toe  keenest 
on  the  second  bit  of  toe  EMU 
equation,  monetary  union, 
while  Britain  and  Denmark 
are  those  with  the  greatest 
reservations. 

It  must  be  said  that  Italy 
and  Germany  are  hardly  com- 
plete villains.  Both,  on  the 
commission’s  scoring,  are 
within  a whisker  of  having 
implemented  90  per  cent  of 
toe  ElTs  1,421  directives. 

Denmark,  however,  clocks 
up  an  impressive  pass  rate  of 
more  than  97  per  cent  Britain 
is  a touch  behind  on  942  per 
cent 

It  should  also  be  remem- 
bered that  Denmark  and  Brit- 
ain wOl  sign  up  for  toe  single 
currency,  though  whether 
Britain  In  particular  will  do 
so  In  1998  Is  another  matter. 

Is  it  entirely  coincidence, 
however,  that  two  of  the 
countries  with  the  best  re- 
cords of  performing  what 
they  signed  up  for  in  the 
single  market  are  also  the 
most  sceptical  about  the 
single  currency? 


Biotech  losses  grow 

British  Biotech,  Britain's 
leading  biotechnolog)'  com- 
pany, said  It  had  applied  to 
market  Zncutes,  the  drug  it 
has  developed  for  the  treat- 
ment of  acute  pancreatitis,  in 
Europe.  The  company  an- 
nounced an  increase  in  nine- 
month  pre-tax  losses  from 
£15.1  million  to  08.1  million. 

Credit  Suisse  in  red 

Credit  Suisse,  Switzerland’s 
second  largest  bank,  reported 
its  first  ever  loss,  at  SFr2.43 
billion  (El.Olbn)  after  tax  and 
extraordinary  items  far  1996. 
That  compared  to  a profit  of 
SFrl.51  billion  in  1996.  The 
loss  followed  a year  erf  exten- 
sive reorganisation. 

Job  for  ex-watchdog 

Sir  Bryan  Carsberg.  the  first  di- 
rector general  or  Oftel,  the  tele- 
communications watchdog.  Is 
to  be  one  of  the  three  nonexec- 
utive directors  of  Cable  & Wire- 
less Communications. 


TOURIST  RATES  — SANK  SELLS 


Australia  129 
Austria  IB. 90 
Belgium  55.40 
Canada  215 
Cyprus  030 
Denmark  1021 
Finland  8.14 


France  9.04 
Germany  2695 
Greece  424.00 
Kong  Kong  1220 
India  58.00 
Ireland  1302 
Israel  5.43 


Italy  2396 
Malta  0.S04 
Netherlands  3.022 
New  Zealand  224 
Norway  1033 
Portugal  2S9.0D 
Saudi  Arabia  5.95 


Singapore  225 
SouUi  Africa  7 31 
Spain  228-00 
Sweden  12.14 
Sw&siiaiKl  233 
Turkey  193350 
USA  15790 
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12  FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS 


People  come  last 


Europe  ‘needs  migration’ 


The  Guardian  Thursday  ftarch  6 1997 


Julie  Wolf  and  Marie  Milner 
In  Brussels 

THE  freedom  of 
Europe’s  citizens  to 
live  and  work  in 
other  member  states 
is  proving  disap- 
pointingly slow  to  develop,  ac- 
cording to  Mario  Monti,  the 
European  Union’s  single  mar- 
ket commissioner. 

Capital,  goods  and  services 
are  moving  across  borders 
with  more  ease  than  people, 
Mr  Monti  said  in  an  inter- 
view with  the  Guardian.  This 
was  the  opposite  of  what 
should  be  the  case. 

According  to  commission 
officials,  EU  citizens  living  in 
a country  other  than  their 
own  account  for  a mere  L5 
per  cent  of  the  union's  popu- 


lation. And  many  of  these 
reflect  traditional  population 
flows,  such  as  from  Ireland  to 
Britain,  rather  than  any  new 
burst  in  movement  since  the 
single  market  came  Into  force 

four  years  ago. 

Asked  to  assess  the  extent 
to  which  the  single  market 
has  delivered  the  four  “classi- 
cal" freedoms  of  movement 
for  capital,  people,  goods  and 
services,  Mr  Monti  put  capi- 
tal in  flxst  place  and  people 
fourth.  “What  I find  deeply 
unacceptable  ...  is  that 
people  come  last  Whereas  in 
a logical  and  political  order.  I 
think  free  movement  of 
people  should  be  sure  to  be 
first"  Mr  Monti  said. 

His  comments  reflect  frus- 
tration in  Brussels  about  the 
slow  progress  EU  member 
states  are  making  in  eliminat- 


ing passport  checks  as  well  as 
practical  barriers  to  living 
away  from  home.  The  com- 
mission recently  stepped  up 
court  action  against  govern- 
ments that  maintain  such 
restrictions,  challenging  prac- 
tices ranging  from  adminis- 
trative red  tape  to  curbs  on 
the  employment  of  foreigners 
by  public  administrations. 

Mr  Monti’s  remarks  come 
at  a time  when  the  commis- 
sion and  EU  leaders  are  being 
accused  of  doing  more  for 
business  than  EU  citizens. 

This  has  been  a refrain 
among  workers  fighting  clo- 
sures such  as  that  of 
Renault’s  Belgian  factory  as 
well  as  those  arguing  against 
the  government  spending  cuts 
needed  to  meet  the  criteria 
for  economic  and  monetary 
union. 


Although  commission  offi- 
cials concede  that  the  EU 
workforce's  lack  of  cross-bor- 
der mobility  partly  reflects 
cultural  and  language  differ- 
ences. they  believe  that  mem- 
ber states  aren't  making 
things  any  easier  for  people. 
For  example,  transferring  pri- 
vate pension  rights  and  state 
benefit  can  often  be  difficult 

Mr  Monti  also  sought  to 
reassure  companies  and 
workers  that  his  campaign  to 
get  EU  governments  to  bring 
their  tax  policies  closer  into 
line  wouldn't  lead  to  higher 
taxes.  “This  is  inscribed  in  a 
perspective  of  gradual  lower- 
ing of  tax  pressures.’’  the  EU 
commissioner  said. 

Because  governments  know 
that  capital  is  more  mobile 
than  people,  they  have  tended 
to  keep  savings  and  corporate 


♦flypq  down  and  make  up  the 
difference  by  imposing 
greater  social  charges  on 
labour,  Mr  Monti  said.  This 
in  turn  was  aggravating  the 
EUs  unemployment  problem. 

"J  have  nothing  against  tax 
competition.  But  the  form  of 
tax  competition  as  it  is  in 
Europe  is  biased,**  Mr  Monti 
said. 

The  commissioner  prom- 
ised to  put  forward  a series  of 
proposals  aimed  at  truly  com- 
pleting the  single  market  by 
the  year  2000. 

He  also  called  for  the  com- 
mission to  be  given  greater 
powers  to  enforce  single  mar- 
ket legislation.  Currently,  it 
can  take  years  for  the  com- 
mission to  obtain  court  judg- 
ments against  member  states 
that  foil  to  respect  the  single 
market  rules. 


Belgian  customers  insist  that  only  the  best  stays  for  home  consumption 

Beer  and  chocolate  make  tasty  mix 
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Dan  Atkinson 


HERE  in  Brussels,  the 
bourse  was  this  week 
toasting  stock  market 
newcomer  Neuhaus,  the 
chocolate  maker,  whose 
shares  jumped  24  per  cent 
on  Tuesday,  their  first  day 
of  trading. 

Plants  such  as  the  soon  to 
be  abolished  Renault  opera- 
tion once  represented  a 
bright  new  future  in  which 
cherry  flavoured  beer  and 
rich,  dark  chocolate  would 
have  no  place.  This  week's 
violent  Renault  demo  pro- 
vided an  ironic  counter- 
point to  Neuhaus's  trium- 
phant arrival. 

But  there  is  some  way  to 
go  before  brewers  and  con- 
fectioners bring  to  an  end 


Belgium’s  chronic  unem- 
ployment crisis.  The  pro- 
saic truth  is  that  Belgium's 
economic  strength  has  been 
based  on  less  romantic  ac- 
tivities such  as  coal,  ce- 
ment, crude  steel  and  the 
exploitation  of  the  Congo. 

More  recently,  hi-tech  in- 
vestment and  spinoffs  from 
the  swaying  bureaucratic 
gravy  train  of  Nato  and  the 
EU  have  powered  the  econ- 
omy. Only  the  diamond  cot- 
ters of  Antwerp  come  close 
to  combining  glamour  and 
multi-billion  pound  export 
performance. 

Indeed,  both  brewing  and 
confectionary  have  had 
their  fair  share  of  prob- 
lems, some  caused  by  the 
inexorable  rise  of  multina- 
tional companies  poshing 
standardised  products. 


Brewing,  in  particular,  has 
contracted  and  concen- 
trated as  time  has  gone  by. 

In  the  mld-Nineteenth 
century,  there  were  some 
2,700  breweries  employing 
nearly  7,000  people,  with 
lager  brewers  based  in  the 
cities,  and  the  producers  of 
those  recherche  beers  out 
in  the  country.  Then,  as 
now,  the  pride  of  Belgian 
brewing  was  made  np  of  the 
five  Trapp ist  breweries,  in 
which  monks  and  laymen 
produce  ales  to  ancient 
recipes. 

The  turbulent  20th  cen- 
tury took  its  toll  on  Bel- 
gium's beermakers.  Beer 
output  changed  hardly  at 
all  between  1948  and  1968, 
steady  at  about  11  billion 
hectolitres.  Consumers 
switched  to  speciality  beers 


and  wine,  sending  pilsner 
consumption  falling.  The 
number  of  breweries 
dropped  to  121  by  1991, 
against  232  in  1970. 

And  outsiders,  including 
Britain’s  predatory  brew- 
ing giants,  moved  in  as  the 
1960s  drew  to  a close.  Wat- 
neys  bought  Lamot.  Del- 
bray  ere  and  Vandenheuvel 
and  Whitbread  took  En- 
dria. 

Similar  takeovers  were 
seen  in  confectionary. 

Today  the  fact  that  both 
industries  maintain  and  de- 
velop their  special 
strengths  has  a lot  to  do 
with  the  support  they  can 
count  on  from  the  Belgian 
consumer. 

Chocolate  makers,  in  par- 
ticular, keep  their  best 
products  not  for  export  but 


for  home  consumption.  But 
were  the  chocolate  lovers  of 
Brussels  to  suspect  they 
were  getting  anything 
other  than  the  best  there 
would  be  trouble  on  such  a 
scale  as  to  make  the 
Renault  demo  look  like  an 
afternoon  In  the  park. 


The  legions  of 
lobbyists  in  the 
Avenue  Louise 

Simon  Beavis  and  Julie  Wolf  on  one 

Industry  going  from  strength  to  strength 


THE  growth  industry  in 
Europe's  capital  Is  lob- 
bying. And  in  the 
streets  around  the  adminis- 
trative heart  of  the  city,  lobby 
firms,  lawyers  and  assorted 
political  consultants  cluster 
in  ever  growing  numbers. 

The  political  machine  is 
minute  by  Washington  stan- 
dards, even  by  those  of  West- 
minster. but  there  are  rich 
pickings  for  firms  who  know 
their  way  around  Europe's  ar- 
cane political  structures. 

With  every  expansion  of  the 
European  Commission's  in- 
fluence. the  number  or  lobby- 
ists grows.  With  the  Euro- 
pean Parliament  also  growing 
in  power,  consultants  have 
found  a new  growth  market. 

Before  preparations  for  the 
single  market  began  there 
were  estimated  to  be  a small 
club  of  300  to  soo  lobby- 
groups.  The  surge  in  legisla- 
tion associated  with  the  1992 
project  prompted  a consul- 
tancy boom.  There  are  now 
believed  to  be  10,000  lobbyists. 

The  Avenue  Louise  is  lit- 
tered with  law  firms  and  pub- 
lic relations  consultancies. 
Then  there  are  the  industry 
associations.  In  Avenue  E van 
Nieuwenhuyse,  a whole  build- 
ing is  occupied  by  the  Euro- 
pean Chemical  Industry 
Council  (CEFIC)  and  numer- 


ous associated  lobby  groups. 
In  the  Rue  de  la  Science,  the 
once  mighty  and  still  formida- 
bly well  organised  farmers' 
lobby  has  its  headquarters. 

And  as  a sign  that  few  ex- 
pect the  demand  to  disappear, 
Brussels  even  boasts  two  col- 
leges offering  courses  on  how 
to  reach  the  parts  of  the  Brus- 
sels machine  other  consul- 
tants cannot  reach. 

As  an  unelected  body  of 
about  5,000  civil  servants  the 
commission  has  to  be  seen  to 
be  listening,  and  it  has  often 
found  itself  stretched  to 
breaking  point  in  trying  to 
process  the  huge  amount  of 
legislation  spawned  by  Euro- 
pean integration.  Remaining 
open  to  lobby  and  special  in- 
terest groups  allows  it  to 
claim  a sort  of  democratic  le- 
gitimacy but  also  gives  it  a 
vital  source  of  industry  and 
special  interest  expertise  in 
framing  proposals. 

“The  commission  has  al- 
ways had  a tradition  of  acces- 
sibility” says  Andre  Clodong, 
an  Independent  lobbyist  who 
has  worked  in  Brussels  for  15 
years  and  who  counts  British 
Airways  among  his  clients. 
"The  commission  is  not  a 
closed  administration  like 
many  national  governments. 
It  is  much  more  difficult  to 
get  access  in  Paris.” 


Europhile:  European  Commission 


Status:  Proposes  EU  lavra,  rfKmltore  teak  deforcement  and 
manages  policies  ranging  from  agneuttu/e  to  development. 

So  KHt  not  Etgopa’g  unrioctad  Boyommant?  No,  fta  ! 

CtounalriMkurim  derides  . 

commission  does  have  direct  control  overEU  competition  law 
and  negotiates  on  behatfof.  the  EU  in  areas  She  trade;  - .. 

But  isn’t  it  a swollen  bureaucracy?  Not  realty.  There  are  ■ 
needy  13,000  commission  employees,  about  onMhtrd  the' 
number  of  people  tunning  the  City  ol  Parte  and  smaller  than  tha 
Scottish  Office. 

But  there  are  lots  of  oocmtdsskHrara?  Yes,  20 *— one  each 
from  smalte*  member  states  ani  two  from  tti$biefh&IFtwc(K 

Germany,  Britain,  ttaiy  and  Spain).  The  snag  is  finding  3 real  rote 
tor  each  of  them.  A problem  to  bo  compounded  by  enlargement. 

Change  may  be  an  toe  way.  • V!  .. 

And  the  Eurocrats  we  wsli  paid?  The  main  perfc  is  that  their 
average  tax  is  about  20  per  cent  Not  so  good  as  some-.  ■■ 
international  organisations  where  employees  pay  r»  Income  tax 
at  an.  But  pretty  handy  fo  highly  taxed  Belgium. 

Hoar  are  they  chosen?  The  comrrtisskmere  are  appoint***  by 
their  own  national  gcwemnwnt  and  serve  five-yaar  terms.  The 
commissioo  presfcfert  is  chosen  onanfmoualy  by  the  ISmember 
states.  Current  president  is  Luxembourg's  Jacques  Sgnter. 
picked  after  John  Major  vetoed  the  appointment  of  Belgian  PM  . 
Jsan-Luc  Dehaene.  Santer  thinks  the  president  should  have,  . 

more  power  to  name  his  team.  • 


What  about  democratic  accountabUtly?  The  Europe 
Parliament  can  sack  the  whole  commissfan.  Waver  ftasdone  to 
date  and  doing  sowouklcreatea  potttteat  storm-  The , : ... 
commission  has  teamed  to  bend  to  the  sometimes  conflicting 

demands  of  member  states  and  the  payment- 


That  view  has  not  always 
been  shared  in  the  commis- 
sion. The  No  vote  in  Den- 
mark’s Maastricht  refer- 
endum was  accompanied  by 
research  which  showed  that 
many  Danish  citizens  believed 
the  commission  to  be  remote, 
secretive  and  out  of  touch.  It 
was  a finding  that  left  many  in 
Brussels  determined  to  be  for 
more  pro-active  in  explaining 
its  workings. 

Fears  also  that  the  lobbying 
process  was  open  to  abuse  led 
to  moves  to  make  the  process 


more  transparent  including 
the  establishment  or  a direc- 
torate for  openness,  commu- 
nication and  information. 

New  codes  of  conduct  were 
drawn  up  to  ensure  that  the 
lobbying  process  remained 
free  of  suspicions  of  sleaze 
and  favour  buying.  One  mea- 
sure was  a simple  rule  that 
commission  documents 
should  not  be  sold  by  lobby 
firms  for  profit  But  the  guide- 
lines under  which  lobbyists 
operate  and  declare  their  in- 
terests are  still  seen  as  less 


stringent  than  those  that 
apply  In  Washington  for  ex- 
ample — though  US  firms 
were  particularly  identified 
as  among  the  most  likely  to 
abuse  the  system. 

Greg-  Perry,  director  of 
Westminster  Europe,  part  of 
the  Citigate  group  which  does 
work  .for  private  firms  and 
public  sector  and  voluntary 
bodies,  says  moves  to  in- 
crease the  transparency  are 
proving  successful  and  are 
removing  the  taint  of  poten- 
tial sleaze  and  conflicts  of  in- 
terest. Marc  Devisscher,  prin- 
cipal spokesman  for  CEF7C. 
believes  lobbying  Is  seas  less 
and  less  as  a dirty  business 
and  is  recognised  as  part  of 
the  decision-making  process 
in  Brussels. 

There  are  signs  that  the 
boom,  while  not  at  the  peak 
seen  in  the  mid-  to  late  1980s, 
will  continue.  Many  indus- 
tries are  just  beginning  to  es- 
tablish themselves  In  force. 
Even  car  makers  and  oil  pro- 
ducers were  relatively  late  to 
get  properly  organised  but 
are  now  here  In  force. 

The  recording  industry  has 
hugely  increased  its  presence, 
including  organisations  from 
outside  the  EU  such  as  the 
US’s  Motion  Picture  Associa- 
tion and  the  entertainment 
group  Sony. 

But  greater  openness  does 
not  mean  the  commission's 
job  of  controlling  the  lobby- 
ists is  easy.  Interest  groups 
can  exert  huge  influence  and 
can  put  hurdles  in  the  way  of 
reforms  by  withdrawing  co- 
operation. This  week  the 
European  Airlines  Associa- 
tion has  faced  accusations  of 
trying  to  frustrate  commis- 
sion attempts  to  cut  air  fores 
by  refusing  to  provide  cost 
and  price  information. 

In  Brussels,  clearly,  some 
believe  the  finest  traditions  of 
back  scratching  should 
remain  the  order  of  the  day. 


Enthusiasts  pin 
jobless  hopes  oh 
euro  momentum 


UROPE*S  inner  core 
of  commissioners  and 
country  ambassadors 

Insisted  last  night 

that  a restructuring  of  the 
Continent’s  labour  markets 
was  well  underway  in  an  at- 
tempt to  tackle  the  mounting 
jobless  crisis. 

With  today’s  German  un- 
employment figures  expected 
to  show  the  dole  queues 
lengthening  towards  the 
5 minion  level,  the  key  fig- 
ures in  Brussels  say  that  the 
image  of  over-regulation  and 
inflexibility  is  increasingly 
out  of  date. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  single 
currency  project  is  based  on 
the  argument  that  the  euro 
will  lead  not  only  to  higher 
growth  but  will  also  help  to 
accelerate  the  pace  of  change 
in  labour  markets. 

Yves  "Hubault  de  Silguy. 
the  commissioner  in  charge 
of  monetary  policy,  said 
higher  growth  on  its  own 
would  not  be  enough  to  tackle 
unemployment  in  Europe, 
where  the  numbers  out  of 
work  now  total  20  million. 

“We  need  to  conduct  struc- 
tural reforms.  These  reforms 
are  underway  and  the  euro 
will  create  the  momentum  for 
change.  Without  the  euro, 
there  wfll  be  a temptation  to 
delay  structural  reforms”. 

Sir  Leon  Britian,  Europe’s 
trade  commissioner,  agreed 
that  attitudes  were  changing, 
but  added  that  the  process 


Higher  growth  on  its 
own  will  not  solve 
mounting  problem 
of  the  Continent's 
unemployment 
crisis.  Larry 
Elliott  reports 

would  take  time.  “We  are  see- 
ing the  rhetoric  and  language 
on  flexibility  and  adaptability 
completely  change”,  he  said. 

“But  it  is  like  the  Queen 
Elizabeth  n cruise  ship;  it 
takes  tire*  to  turn  around.  We 
have  only  just  finished  the 
talking  stage." 

Sir  Leon  added  that  the 
fight  against  unemployment 
would  be  helped  by  the  liber- 
alisation of  world  trade, 
which  was  moving  the  indus- 
trial focus  away  from  “pro- 
tected, creaky  monopolies  in 
declining  Industries"  and 
into  the  new  hi-tech  sectors 
such  as  telecommunications 
and  computers. 

The  unspoken  fear  In  Brus- 
sels is  that  a failure  to  make 
inroads  into  Europe's  unem- 
ployment mountain  may  re- 
sult in  an  enforced  postpone- 
ment to  the  single  currency  in 
1999  because  member  states 
will  be  paying  so  much  out  in 
benefits  that  they  will  not 
meet  the  Maastricht  conver- 
gence criteria. 

Critics  of  the  single  cur- 
rency argue  that  that  would 
be  no  bad  thing,  since  it 
would  free  Europe  from  the 
macro-economic  straight- 
jacket  imposed  by  monetary 

union. 

John  Grieve  Smith,  a 
Keynesian  academic  argues 
that  the  structural  causes  of 
Europe’s  unemployment  have 
been  exaggerated,  and  that 
the  root  cause  of  rising  job- 


lessness  has  been  the  shlR 
from  expansionary  growth- 
based  economic  policies 
towards  deflutionay  mone- 
tarism. 

France  Is  nearly  always  the 
example  cited.  In  197,  after  a 
period  of  Gaulllst  roanslon, 
France  had  the  lowm  unem- 
ployment rate  In  K trope  of 
just  2 per  cent.  Toda\_  after 
almost  15  years  o slow 
growth  Inflicted  by  th  franc 
fort  policy,  it  has  one#  the 

worst  records,  with  oar  12 
per  cent  of  the  worklmpopu- 
Intion  on  the  dole. 

Nor  is  there  much  sigi  that 
macro-economic  polity  is 
about  to  become  more  bedgn. 

In  Brussels,  for  the  law 
being  at  least,  the  critlcsarc 
not  being  heeded.  Even  host? 
countries  with  the  worst  un- 
employment records  are  tfa- 
mant  that  the  single  eurn*cy 
must  go  ahead  as  planned. 

Who's  not  working 

Unemployment*  in  the  EU,  % of  ; 

me  workforce,  end  of  lose 
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Fight  to  save  Renault  plant 
touches  nerve  in  Belgium 


Air  of  calm  pervades  the  factory  as 
workers  vow  to  continue  occupation, 
find  David  Gow  and  Stephen  Bates 


THE  more  than  3,000 
workers  occupying 
Renault’s  freshly  mod- 
ernised plant  at  Vihrorde,  just 
north  of  Brussels,  yesterday 
vowed  to  continue  their 
action  until  its  French 
owners  re-open  It  or  sell  it  to 
another  carmaker. 

“We  are  here  until  they  res- 
cind the  action,  either  of  their 
own  accord  or  after  being 
forced  by  the  courts  because 
of  breaches  of  national  and 
European  law."  said  Olijf 
Daniel,  a union  official. 

Belgium’s  three  unions  — 
liberal,  Christian  and  socialist 
— have  turned  down  a pro- 
posal by  Renault’s  chief. 
Louis  Schweitzer,  for  him  to 
attend  a works  council  meet- 
ing today  and  have  begun  lay- 
ing plans  for  a sit-in  lasting 
months  if  necessary. 

Next  to  messages  of  support 
from  Belgium  and  France, 
sheets  setting  out  three  shifts 
of  workers  to  occupy  the 
plant  have  replaced  the  tradi- 
tional announcements  of 
work  patterns. 

There  is  an  extraordinary 
air  of  ordered  calm,  rein- 
forced by  the  silent  rows  of 
hundreds  of  virtu  ally -Fin- 
ished Meganes  and  Olios  the 
employees  are  refusing  to  let 
out  of.the  plant 
But  Renault’s  "unaccept- 
able and  brutal”  decision,  in 
the  words  of  Jean -Luc  De- 
haene,  the  Belgium  prime 
minister,  to  close  the  plant 
last  week  has  also  released 
powerful  emotions. 

Paci  a logistics  expert  aged 
38,  who  has  worked  at  foe 
plant  for  21  years,  said:  “It’s  a 
catastrophe.  I have  nine  mem- 
bers of  my  family  working 
here,  three  separate  house- 
holds all  told.  My  wife  isn't 
working  and  I have  no  chance 
of  getting  another  job. 


W&UtoMirJ  Htf  tUfltfA  VM 
Vt  WftCorfCUWHfie 


Cartoon  on  a union  leaflet 
captioned  “Welcome  to  the 
Europe  of  free  competition" 


“Even  if,  as  is  rumoured, 
the  Japanese  or  Koreans  buy 
the  plant  it’ll  take  two  or 
three  years  before  it  can  run 
again.  HI  be  41  by  then.  I 
cant  wait  that  long.  My  work- 
ing life  is  over." 

Yesterday  a delegation  of 
800  employees,  including 
members  or  the  management 
team  faring  the  sack  and  now 
backing  the  occupation,  went 
to  Douai,  the  Renault  sister 
plant  in  northern  France  due 
to  take  over  Vilvorde's  work- 
load and  pleaded  with  their 
colleagues  to  refuse  to  do  so. 

But  national  feelings  are 
running  high.  Just  beyond 


the  police  car  forcing  passing 
motorists  to  stop  and  take 
leaflets  from  the  occupying 
wurkers,  a placard  urges  a 
boycott  of  French  goods. 
Home-made  car-stickers  say: 
"This  is  my  last  Renault.  And 
you?’ 

Across  the  long,  desolate 
street  outside  the  plant  a 
handftil  of  Renault  workers 
sit  blankly  at  Monique's  bar, 
the  F Sinatra  Tavern.  An 
angry  poster  in  her  window 
says:  “Cafe  Sinatra  dead  — 
thank  you  Renault". 

Monique  bought  the  bar  a 
year  ago  and  has  just  finished 
paying  oC  a bank  loan.  “But 
I've  a three-year  lease  l must 
honour.  My  clients  are  100 
per  cent  Eenault.  When  the 
plant  goes  on  holiday  I close. 
If  it  closes  permanently  I de- 
clare myself  bankrupt. 
Renault  did  it  their  way.” 
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conditions  in  prison 
READY  TO  LISTEN? 

=v-ry  prison  has  a Board  of  Visitors  - a qrouD  of  oicinorv 
rentiers  of  the-  publ:c  who  monitor  the  running  of  the  p: son 
■and  provide  an  impartial  voice  for  prisoners. 

Members  of  the  Board  ere  appointed  by  ttu-  Homo  St'Cr'rar/ 
and  report  to  h:rn  on  ai!  aspects  of  prison  Ho. 

Tc  join  us  you  won't  need  any  special  qualifications  - common 
sense  and  the  ability  tc  Keep  an  open  mind  arc  The  rrpst 
important  qualities  - ; coot  her  with  the  commitment  to  spoiti 
a oout  two  days  each  month  taikmg  tc  prisoners  one  prison  step, 
i here  is  no  ana  iirr.it,  Put  young  people  arc  parheuiafv 
encouraged  to  nopiy. 

/v'e  can't  otter  you  any  pay,  but  wo  w-ii  cover  your  expense;, 
and  give  you  complete  freedom  of  access  to  the  institution  yc» 
represent  in  short  it's  the  Kind  of  cnaf.cr.ge  that  brings  si. 
own  rewards. 

Tc  fmc  out  mco,  complete  the  coupon  and  send  -A  to 
Recruitment  Section.  Heme  Ohicr*.  Boards  of  3'b 

riopr,  Her  so  terry  House.  Dean  Ry;o  Street,  '.Vratminatcr 
London  SWt  P 2A\Y 
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BOARDS  OF  VISITORS 


Tho  Independent  Prison  WjCc ddog 


Mr/Mrs/M  iss/Ms 

Name  

Address 
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Athersto 

Ashes and 

a true  test 
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in  Wellington 


THE  England  team, 
who  are  due  to  touch 
down  at  Heathrow 
today,  had  only  one 
worry  as  they  chewed  the 
Vegemite  and  toast  of  their 
last  New  Zealand  breakfast 
here  yesterday. 

As  they  made  gleeful  phone 
calls  home,  patted  their  pass- 
ports and  gazed  out  on  the 
windy  city  and  the  heavy,  al- 
most Biblical  rain  which 
makes  hopping  on  a plane  a 
particularly  easy  exercise, 
they  saw  the  hack  page  of  the 
Dominion,  the  local  news- 
paper, which  informed  them 
that  Australia  had  beaten 
South  Africa,  massively,  by 
an  innings  and  196  runs, 
England  have  enjoyed  a 
generally  successful  tour  of 
New  Zealand  but  only  thin 
summer's  six-Test  Ashes 
series  will  determine  whether 
they  have  made  real  progress 
or  just  papered  over  the 
cracks,  in  itself  an  achieve- 
ment requiring  a forest  or 
two  of  pulpwood  after  what 
went  on  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  underlying  problems  of 
English  cricket  — too  many 
players  playing  too  much,  and 
the  happy  acceptance  of  medi- 
ocre standards  — remain  and 
may  be  cruelly  exposed  by  the 
Australians.  So  may  the  fact 
that  this  England  side  still 
lacks  a fast  bowler  of  authen- 
tic pace  or  a wrist-spinner  of 
world  class. 

England’s  captain  Michael 
Atherton  said:  “The  Aussies 
are  a good  side.  They’re  as 
strong  a team  as  we’ve  played 
against  this  winter.  They'll 
punish  any  lapses.”  The 
coach  David  Lloyd  added: 
"Australia  are  the  best  tram 
for  me.  Against  South  Africa 
they  were  strong  and  ruthless 
and  we'll  have  to  be  abso- 
lutely at  our  maximum  to 
beat  them." 

At  least  England  . return 
from  New  Zealand  with  a firm 
feeling  of  what  their  best  of- 


Wincanton 


fering  really  is.  The  side  to 
play  Australia  in  the  first 
Test  can  be  pencilled  in  now 
and  that  is  more  than  could 
be  said  after  the  muddle  of 
South  Africa  and  the  World 
Cup  last  winter. 

Atherton  added:  “The  selec- 
tors win  have  their  own  job  to 

do  in  the  summer,  but  to  start 
with  I would  hope  that  the 
side  wouldn't  be  much  differ- 
ent. We’ve  won  back-to-back 
Test  matches,  the  side’s 
played  reasonably  good 
cricket,  and  continuity  is  im- 
portant. It  would  be  sensible 
to  stick  to  the  nucleus  of  the 
side  that  has  done  well  here.” 

He  was  wearing  an  expres- 
sion that  bordered  on  seren- 
ity. Defeat  in  New  Zealand 
would  have  irmde  hi«  position 
untenable  and  he  knew  it.  In 
Zimbabwe  he  had  been  under 
intense  pressure,  short  of 
runs  (only  34  in  four  Test  in- 
nings), suffering  virus  and 
back  trouble  and  with  serious 
doubts  concerning  bis  tactical 
imagination  and  ability  to 
motivate  the  side. 

The  last  two  question 
marks  remain  but  Atherton  is 
now  full  of  form  and  fitness 
and  If  his  players  are  not  in- 
spired by  him  they  certainly 
like  and  respect  the  His 
most  likely  successor,  mean- 
while, the  vice-captain  Nasser 
Hussain,  has  Man  * Utfetm 
backwards  this  winter,  aver- 
aging 30.87  in  five  Tests.  Nick 
Knight  has  even  more  to 
prove  at  this  leveL 

There  have  been  more  suc- 
cesses than  failures,  though  If 
Alec  Stewart  (498  runs  in  the 
five  Tests,  average  7L14)  and 
Darren  Gough  (26  wickets  at 
30.46)  have  been  the  outstand- 
ing achievers.  Robot  Craft, 
with  18  wickets  in  four  Tests 
at  18.88,  has  been  England's 
major  discovery.  Here  is  a 
gem  of  a cricketer,  a great 
character  and  a useful  one-day 
player  too.  Crawley,  Silver- 
wood,  Cork,  Caddick,  Thorpe 
pnri  Tnfhf-n  have  also  had 
their  afternoons  in  the  sun. 

- Zimbabwe,  meanwhile,  has 


'V 


m 


‘’V 


t: 


:Cf 


Forward  thinking . - - Mike  Atherton  contemplates  a long,  hard  summer  graham  chadwick 


not  been  forgotten.  England's 
players  and  management  will 
take  part  in  a seminar  In  Lon- 
don in  mid-April  — and  again 
in  the  winter  — to  discuss  the 
best  approach  to  touring  a 
specific  country  so  that  the 
negative  and  damaging  atti- 
tude that  surfaced  in  Zimba- 
bwe will  not  be  repeated. 


The  players  clearly  lacked 
some  imagination  in  coming 
to  terms  with  that  country. 
But  the  management  must 
take  much  of  the  blame  and 
the  likeable,  ecclesiastically 
eager  man-boy  John  Barclay 
will  pay  the  price.  He  is  un- 
likely to  be  offered  the  job 
again. 


A certain  worldliness  Is 
required  from  a touring  man- 
ager,  although  it  never  has 
been  an  easy  job.  As  the  great 
West  Indian  Wes  Hall  said: 
“Being  the  manager  ofa  tour- 
ing team  is  rather  like  being 
in  charge  of  a cemetery:  lots 
of  people  underneath  you  but 
no  one  listening." 


Racing 


Wjrett  points  the 
way  to  a fortune 


Tote  Chairman  announces  his  parting  gift 
in  farewell  speech.  Chris  Hawkins  reports 


JOHN  MAJOR,  the 
Prime  Minister,  made 
ail  the  right  noises 
when  replying  to  the 
farewell  speech  of  retiring 
Tote  Chairman  Lord  Wyatt  of 
Weeford  at  the  Board's 
annual  lunch  in  London 
yesterday. 

“Racing  has  a very  special 
place  in  the  affections  of  this 
country."  said  Major.  “It  is  an 
integral  part  of  our  heritage, 
national  life  and  interna- 
tional prestige." 

He  stressed  the  Tote  was  a 
national  asset  as  was  Lord 
Wyatt,  who  had  taken  it  from 
strength  to  strength,  although 
the  Prime  Minister  bemoaned 
the  fact  that  the  chairman 
was  always  giving  him  advice 
but  never  any  tips. 

A tip  Major  presumably 
would  not  like  to  hear  is  that 
Labour  will  win  the  next  elec- 
tion and  the  Tote  are  pricing 
them  at  1-6  to  gain  most  seats 
with  the  Tories  at  7-2. 

It  was  21  years  ago  that 
Wyatt  took  over  the  Tote 
amid  gloomy  predictions  that 
It  was  on  its  last  legs  and  with 
the  Sporting  Life  campaign- 
ing for  its  abolition. 

Wyatt  Is  79  and  some  of  the 
swash  is  missing  from  his 
buckle  these  days  — he  even 
had  to  ask  the  toast-master  to 
held  his  cigar  because  it  was 


getting  too  heavy  — but  he 
was  not  going  to  let  this  op- 
portunity pass  without  giving 
himself  a pat  on  the  back. 

“Out  of  a chaotic  muddle 
we  have  created  an  ever  more 
profitable  Tote,"  he  said.  “I 
invented  the  Plarepot,  a new 
and  better  system  for  Dual 
Forecasts  and,  to  great  deri- 
sion. the  Quad  pot  which  has 
become  a money  spinner." 

Now  the  great  inventor  has 
come  up  with  something  else, 
the  “Fourtuner”.  which  he 
envisages  as  the  “Superbet" 
which  all  racing  has  been 
waiting  for. 

“All  you  have  to  do  is  get 
the  dual  forecast  right  in  four 
designated,  consecutive 
races,”  he  explained.  “Quite 
easy.  The  odds  are  a mere 
four  million  to  one  which  is 
nowhere  near  as  had  as  the 
National  Lottery's  14  million 
to  one." 

Whether  Coral’s  and  his 
new,  highly-prized  partner, 
Ladbrokes  will  share  his  en- 
thusiasm for  the  bet  we  must 
wait  and  see. 

Such  a monster  wager  has 
become  feasible  because  of 
the  Tote  Direct  terminals 
which  the  major  bookmakers 
have  agreed  to  put  into  their 
shops  enabling  punters  to 
participate  in  the  Tote  pools. 

It  will  be  remembered  that 


Wyatt  welcomed  Ladbrokes 
with  a fanfare  only  last 

month  and  his  love  affair 

with  them  has  not  yet  cooled: 
“They  are  the  greatest  book- 
makers on  this  earth." 

If  a Labour  Government 
comes  to  power  there  will  be 
no  privatisation  of  the  Tote, 
as  was  reportedly  suggested 
by  Shadow  Home  Secretary 
Gordon  Brown's  office 
recently. 

Wyatt  quickly  saw  this  one 
off  along  with  Labour's  Robin 
Cook  whom  he  thanked  for 
"stamping  out  all  that 
nonsense." 

In  recent  weeks  Wyatt  has 
certainly  come  with  a rattle, 
winning  concessions  for  the 
Tote  on  betting  on  Irish  Lot- 
tery numbers  and  six  days 
ago  securing  the  Tote's  right 
to  bet  on  any  event  whether 
sporting  or  not 

Some  have  argued  that 
Wyatt's  Job,  paying  £75.000  a 
year,  has  been  little  more 
than  a sinecure  but  there  is 
no  doubt  that  under  his 
helmsmnnship  the  Tote  has 
moved  out  of  stormy  waters. 

Whether  someone  else 
would  have  done  better  we 
will  never  know,  but  the 
Prime  Minister  believes  that 
Wyatt's  successor,  to  be  an- 
nounced shortly,  will  have  a 
hard  act  to  follow. 

Unwittingly  he  probably  hit 
the  nail  cm  the  head  for  Wood- 
row  Wyatt  has  always  given 
the  impression  he  might  have 
done  even  better  on  the  stage. 


Couldnt  Be  Better  injury  rules  out  Gold  Cup  bid 


COULDNT  BE  BETTER, 
third  In  last  year's  Gold 
Cap,  will  miss  this  year’s 
race  and  is  likely  to  be  on 
the  sidelines  for  up  to  12 
months,  writes  Ron  Coo c. 

The  10-year-old  picked  up 
an  Injury  when  fourth  to 
stable  companion  Sony  Bay 
in  the  Greenalls  Grand 
National  Trial  at  Haydocfc. 

Simply  Dashing,  trained 
by  Tim  Easterby,  will  also 
miss  next  week’s  Festival 
and  Alzulu,  another  of  the 


north’s  top  novices,  is  a 
doubtful  runner. 

Peter  McNeile,  the  for- 
mer clerk  of  the  course  at 
Warwick,  was  fined  £1,000 
by  the  Jockey  Club’s  disci- 
plinary committee  yester- 
day after  pleading  guilty  to 
a charge  of  breaching  medi- 
cal procedure  at  Warwick 
on  November  5. 

The  case  was  concerned 
with  the  failure  of  two  am- 
bulances to  be  on  station  an 
hour  before  the  first  race. 


McNeile  accepted  responsi- 
bility but  in  mitigation  said 
the  Warwickshire  Ambu- 
lance Service  had  let  him 
down.  McNeile  is  now  clerk 
of  the  course  at  Kempton 
and  commercial  manager 
at  Cheltenham  but  his  de- 
parture from  Warwick  is 
not  connected  to  this  case. 

Mountain  Reach  (4.40), 
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EVEDO  BOFOa  hamtmqr  5*.  rtdStn  9*.  naLaiwd  3 mo.  SS  10ft  ol  11  baNnd  Ounmaker  ILudtow 

»n2ni0y  hep  bdt  GtfPm). 

6HMIUH  note  Headway  fcom  Bn.  not  raadi  leaden.  28  4ft  N 16  beNnd  SffWfl  DouUe  (Heretord 
SnOflity  mv  hep  hdL  BQ. 

HANCOCK  In  YMii,  wart  2nd  afler  3 out,  kept  an  wed.  II  2nd  rt  19  BaNrd  Boaion  Man  (MarU  Roam 

arStiTByaepMLGd]. 


HP*  laty  HN*  OiaiW  8,  MepMi  Marta  T,  Kirenfcta  Onw  « 

IBM  SaO  By  Die  Rare  7 107  D Oaftaubre  7-<Z  [T  A PbnCai)  IB  on 
OaHlav  2-1  LMy  High  snerN.  64  KHNrtdaOM.  4-1  Heyfln  Megc,  6-1  Keahcan.  12-1  Klng'iRrtiMa*. 
16-1  Pun  While  I Iren.  2B-1  Ptredon  Peony 
form  atmiE  - LADY  HOH  smum  LM  m,  cteer  ? out  ndden  art,  wan  by  18  mm  Seeerart  LA3 
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WARMOm Fourth  and  beaten  Khan  mseeted  rider  2 ou  Inraoe  won  ty  Mgh  Laane  (Rumi*» 

fflHMLW^^Udto2nd,w8rtiBnBdi4m.dlslam4ftbdiiirtC»roN'sCri«flta(Wan»irt3in2iiw» 

eh,®* 


; Wrt  baNnd  enUaoqsd  on  km  4 M new  dbnpvreB.  2D  3rd  ol  B baund 

r aher  3 out  NO  ML  von  by  8 iron  Ekalern  River,  affli  SOLO  GENT 
w 3a>  ten  dL  SBl 

I lead  17111  u S ou.  Mded,  29  TYi  ol  15  baNnd  KMirenin  imreessoe 


pec  Ob)  another  41  ev 

TAHAMOSSr  Chased 
4bY  hep  rtt  Gd-St) 

HOLY  STM:  Always  baNnd.  Rsmm  Tlh  » OverUm*  (Owpswr  3«S1  Ity  hep  cfc.  Sn) 

ID  LAKES!  Held  141.  fired  ridden  las.  ran  on  one  pace.  490  4diof  IS  drtdnd  Brava  Buccaneer 
(LMrtlflfdaNliepeh.Hvy). 

4.50  RAMOOE  AIIJR. POLSKA  HANDICAP  HBRBLI8reC8,714 


601  066-223  SIVLY (IBS) (D) T McGovam  B-11-W 

■02  l4-iP4WASSLSreaT  (10)  K Morgan  5-11-10 
4065-06  HARUBUNCMORUB(27)JOId 7-11-1 
SOMF  KJUUJK  KA  (14)  (D)  R DUdn  6-11-0 


3-20  BAMBOKASJR.ITAllAHWmME1  CHASE  (AmUirea)  ta  1IC1.SB4 

301  2114-04  TEAPIJUITER  (13)  (CO)  (IP)  MN*  CBwndftrt  14-12-6 

SOE  lU/ffln-  WHAT  A TO  DO  (300)  csmettig  12-12-6  IfcaLS^aa 


lUfflFP-  BOISCT  (3233  T GWT»  14-12-2  — 

304  4ftS^  noeUW«»{«)  (q{D)  UmRKenoereon  16-1 1-12  _ 
90S  2B  UmOAOtlflBI  (7)  n SOW)  6-11-12 

UAHVMAXie WAC (8)DWUai*  10-1  l-B  » 

Jorm  Marai  10-11-12  — 


Jin  C McCarthy  (7) 


WP0MTW8iTitalatarfcH«areW»7 

UMiToM^M tSiaUfclPeianbd  ■ (Mai CSrendarp Bren 

tap  4-8  Toaporaer.  5-1  HtkSen  Pits.  7-1  OrecL  Lunge  88IMr.  b-i  WhMAToDo,  ii-i  Sobn  Sot. 
25-1  Major  Mac 


JMftHwftme  Eire  • 107DMbpta  1 W(lta  ■ Elreqfl  7 nm 

- — |T  * ■ - — ■ ’ Hnaqub1  Chorea,  4-1  SkiQHy.  5-1  Kaidna  Ka 

ran  aDH  - MiABSL  SIBSsn  Chased  tadare  uirtl  weataned  anar  3 out  32  4di  rt  16  batand  Boasn 

lta(Uarkrt  Rreen  Zrnsmby  hep  ML  Gkft.  Wan  well  #1  ream  dated,  daar  Met  bna  Kbcm  S ibucesttr 
SBMftLMtali  W.  evreycmaiai2oU.«ina  paca.  9 Mol » behind  Peter  Homy  (Natan  Abba2mD 
BAIfljBHBBi  CHORUS  LoBwudifroni  5th.  mved  oa  ogNn  doafaig  stages,  J11 3th  oMI  bah  nd$pen*d 
ib^UHE^  Fefl  Srf  hmea  woo  ty  Added  DanenNtm  (Hamtard  Stnfl  hep  hi,  Sfi). 

• Blinkered  first  time:  CARLISLE  3L30  Master  of  Troy:  5.00 
Chan  Move.  TOWCESTER  3^0  Wickens  One.  WINCANTON 
4.40  Huge  Mistake. 


Results 


BANGOR 

2.10  (Sm  ir)i  1,  OARAKSHAH,  J CuOaiy 
(8-11  lav);  A Etatar  (7-1):  ^ IBwpIjrere 
(18-8).  14  «il  K WL  (Mtea  M KiBgnO  TVXK 
rrm;  Cl  .10.  Cl.m  EtSO.  Dual  F:  E4J0.  Trio: 
nso-CSPimm 

JIM  tiOfdB  Ch*  1,  MOMMY 
FIVE,  Miss  E James  [3KU:  2 , TUradw 
(7-ir.  3.  Cap*  CoOtaB  (6-4  taY)-  8 rmn.  »i 
DO.  1.  (Lsoy  Susan  Brortre)  To«  23020; 
ET40.&40.  Dtul  F;«180.  CSP:  CIIOSR 
Xio  om  1»  HOjOa  Ch).  1.  BUHA** 
JOCKEY,  A P McCoy  (4-0  tpv);  S,  Tta 
9taMt  any  (20-1); »,  mmjv»4lr 
rwi.  fl.  htMM  PiP«)  Tore:  C1-3®  ^ ■1D- n ■“* 
etao.  Dual  R £7.70.  CSF: EtajB- 
3^0  Ctna  If  1U»  % KWOKTUmDE.C 


MaodoTlO-1 )i «.  fblwrerrt  SauNtata  (IB-1); 
STJT B ifcn  po-l).  11-4  lw  17 

Sn.  11,  13.  (M  l^lTUO  W, 

Cl  1 BO.  £600.  DWU  R C127.70^ Trio-  E32S-5& 
CSpTtiaaaa.  Nft  AdnHraTe  Qtrtrt.  Eatte. 
4.10  (Ore  lltyda  SO  1,  CAIHBOO 
OOLDLJOabortM  (4-6  tory.X, CrtMtaSta 
(3-2);  3,R«4i4na  Boy  (33-1)-  ^ ^ ¥ 

Brtkvl  Trt«!  Ci.TOs  Cl  JO.  Cl 50.  £0.10. 
DvulF:  04.00.  Trta  ER8.70.  C3F;  £*&.  Trt- 
eascC89.83.  NRrGanmson. 


4-40  Bta  41  H<Bn)i  1,  LOUCH  HILLY,  J 
OsMnw  (8-4  lav);  2,  Tnrrerelrtl  Shafcar 

(12-1):  3,  Luka  Warn  (15-21. 13  ran.  1ft  3k 
(F  Jordan)  Tote:  C2.S0;  £1.40.  £5.20.  Cl  .60- 
Dual  F:  C43-1Q,  Trio:  £61.70.  Cff:  CIS-33. 
Trtoast:  Cl  07.78.  JACKPOT*  El  7.16820. 
PfcMBPOTk  £394^0.  OUAOKyn£3B20. 

CATTEttICK 

1 M am  Hdm*  1 , RADKORE  BRANDY. 

0 LM  (7-1);  *.  "Wr  (1M  la*):  3. 
re~~«  (14-1).  12  ran.  7.  IB.  (Q  Richards) 
Tola:  (9-90:  C260.C1.10.r7.60.  Dual  RQL60- 
Trlo:  C3S20.  C8F:  C20. 13. 

2.20  (2m  Hdl«)i  1,  CUidMBIAl* 
MAESTRO,  H Oarritty  (4-0  ta);  2,  Orem- 
nn  (7-1);  3,  UredurwreoiOimnva 
(IB-1).  13  ran- 9, 3.  (TERrtertqrjTorc  Cl  BO: 
Ciso,  Cl -BO,  £2-10.  Dual  F:  C4J0.  Trio: 
£1160.  CSF:  C44S. 

LOO  Oat  ft  110*09  Ch)r  1,  SAYW 
HOM7T,  Mr  A PBrtar  IS-2  favh  •.  Orm***- 
motat  tad  (20-1];  3,  AdreMta JB-1).  10 
ran.  39t  S.  (K  Andweon)  Tow:  E320:  E1.10. 
£5 JO,  wai  Dual  F:  Cl 40 50  Trio' £158.00. 
C$F:U0f7. 

3JK>(3m  if  IIOpdaQhk  1,KAMNAB- 
TBKIk  R Yfflltlnson  {8-1 Ik  X,  Kkga  S«ynMA 
(3-1);  2,  Ttea  Bald  l<-2j.  13-8  mv  BoW 
AccounL  3 ran.  Me,  6.  (Mrs  8 8mUM  Tola: 
C7S0;  E2.00.  Cl  JO.  £1.40  Dual  F:  £11.30. 
Trio:  £1320.  CSF:  £31  17.  Trlcaet  £11284. 
NRKlngol  Soul. 


4jOO  C2m  Of  Hdtok  1.  HAJOM  VAA»;  A 

Dobbin  (14-1);  2.  Pra-P  tata  (7-1K  3. 
Mrs  Jnartayfprd  (7-1);  4,  Plrrt  ta  Tta 
FMd  (B-1).  6-1  lav  Court  JoUr.  16  ran.  5.B. 
nb  . (J  GJovnr)  Tote:  £2330:  QUO.  £130. 
E1.70.  Cl  60.  Dual  F:  £73  JO.  Trio  £32330. 
CSF  £93.18  Tricast  C6B337. 

420  cam  Of  Cta)i  1,  OQOBXTY  LEA,  P 
Niven  (4-6  lav]:  2,  T attach  (4-1);  3,  Mon- 
ks* Wench  (6-1).  6 ran.  *.  13.  (Mrs  M 
Revrteyl  Totm  CiSO:  £1.10.  Cl  00.  nm 
Dual  F:C430.C£F:  £4.17. 

MO  (2n)c  1,  EJLS8Y  BUIS,  P Mvan 
(eveno  lav];  S,  aehig  MrhuRf  (15-2):  3, 
EtataOtte  (9-2).  B ran.  7. 10.  IS  KentauH) 
Tata,  n 20:  n .10.  n ja  £250.  Dual  F:  D630. 
Trio:  £43.10.  G8F.  £336. 

PLACEPOTT  C29.40.  QUASPOnCHU 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

130  1,  AMOTHm  NKMiTMARE. 

Mrs  C Williams  (20-1):  £,  Astral  bandar 
(14-1):  3,  Itaa  tire  adaf  (9-2).  9-»  tev 
Leigh  C rotter.  10  ran.  IX.  hd.  (B  McKollar) 
Tote:  £1330:  £230.  CMD,  E450.  Dual  F: 
(M  K 90- Trfo:  Cl  60  JO.  CSF:  £265  83.  Tricast 
C1J96.16. 

• on  (Ofk  1|  TAXHLID.  uiu  R Clark 
(14-1);2.DaMahio  Stare  (10-1):3,  Utaren 
(16-1).  O-t  tw  Musiang.  10  ran.  1.  hd.  (D 
Chapman)  Tata:  CiBStt  £4.70,  £220,  £420. 
Dual  F:  £74  SB.  T tkt  N«  tan.  CSF-  CM2.10. 
TnC0ttC2£97-22. 


a._. 


uo  (ire  looydtH  i,  cwom  Amp,  t 
Spraka  (evane  lew);  a,  utta  Aeon  (12-D: 
3,  (Mb  Jorti  (14-1),  9 ran.  1. 3.  (fl  Chartton] 
Tote:  £1.60:  Cl.io.  CX20,  C150.  Dual  F: 
£21  SO.  TrlK  £2020.  CSF:  £1468. 

3JEO  (Ire  lOOydah  1,  OLOaerROmSH, 
Dean  tfcKeown  (3-1);  ■,  Pm  BottoRnre 
(9-1);  3,  NHHrav  (15-2).  5-*  lev  Don  Sohe*- 
W.  8 ran.  2X.  X.  (M  Johnston)  Tbik  £8.10: 
£120.  £1.70.  Cl -00.  Dual  F:  £1020  CSF. 
£3i22.Trican:CiBim. 

330  (Ire  4fH  1.  AULAHA,  R Mullen  (2-1 
lav):  2.  Major  Cfataga  (9-2).  3,  Ctdhre 
caatfa  (10-1).  6 ran.  X 7.  (J  Banks)  Tote; 
iaso:  Cisa  £220.  £120.  Dual  F:  £7.70.  Tno: 
£43.10.  CSF:  C12-KL  Truree  £7522.  ML- 
LMdteaSfdrtL 

420  fire  If  »Vds>  1,  BOLDMH  COW^ 
D 8wtafl*y  (13-2):  *,  Nreltan  rare  (11-4): 
3,  David  Jareta  CM  (3-1).  3-1  tav  Saraea . 
B ran.  2X.  X (lianyn  Meade)  Tow  £940: 
C2.1D.C1.10.  Cl  20.  Dual  P.  £7.30.  Trkr  03-90. 
CSF:  £2*30.  WtFtobn. 

*j»COOtl.<M  LA  H»OH,D  Sweeney  (5-1): 
St,  ASre  (6-1 ):  3.  Nreh  Matuh  (1 1-2V  8-2 
lav  Mndrlne.  13  ran,  X 2.  (Martyn  Meads) 
TotK  £5.70;  £2  60,  E2S0,  C23D.  Dual  F- 
£2090.  Trie:  £182.10.  CSF:  (31S4.  Tricast 
£14029. 

pLACBmm cisawaj  quadpoivdiuo 
• Dcctcor  la  lovourin  at  5-2  with  Lad- 
brokos  lor  Ihe  Sunderland*  Imperial  Cup  at 
Sandoren  on  Saturday. 


3.00  noun  pheasant,  vouMamt  noun  hurdles 

SflSh-l  Biro THEWEST (DIB) UraSSorth 6-11-6 RkhredQFM 

5J-01U1  BOLD  STATXMHT  (10)  G Haora  5-1 1-2  .... HBwdta 

OP  BORDBI HIAQE  (23)  F kbrt&gh  6-11-! It~nf  (T) 

DD0-4H3  a*YFCtE(SO)UB«rtry5-11-S TBsad 

«a  JENNIE'S PMSPBCrmJ OIMII 6-11-2 JtN*Or«h(E) 

3050  UUKIXD4. (43) JFttriieniKI 6-11-3 pen 

5 KKE  STAN  (10)L  Lungn  6-11-2 R»  r • 

303  MONTUN [31) S LMdbrtter &-I1-7 „_.,_JILaaUi 

00  -6  HASAYDI  (S)  N Meson  7-11-2 SHorerettfT) 

DSl^Hi  KOSMO  UNS  (B)  lbs  M KentDi  E-IH  MnMKaodrtf 

2 PRIME  EXAMPLE  (ZS)  M Tcdhunm  6-11-2 FCrebany 

C-CO  501000(12) WMcKenm 5-1 M CCaMB 

Ou-ii  THE  KHDOKU  (3S)  Mn  A SMtnbva  7-11-S JSrewm 

39-3352  AROHNA  (14)  F Morphy  6-10-11 ADabhm 

PSAK  A BOO  DWhUMiB  6-16-11 DOretay 

»>FlHROMtDOWI»«OMETIMO(8W  Mis  DThtretiMi  7-10-11  ...BSuroy 
TOO  FORM  TWSt  Anhta  0,  Sir  lab  7,  mia  The  Wert  8 
loom  Tlrtyreuny  Trtf  8 11  Z LVyar  10-1  (J  ■ Jadanrei)  IB  rre 

. ' Aidnna.  VI  Prune  Eonplo.  6-1  Sir  Bob.  7-t  into  The  Weei  m-i  Bold  StnrerenL  Ihe 
Khoinoa.  0-1  Jnyfcee,  14-1  Jerede  a Pnrepeei  fOirereira 

3.  30  BSOteUMH  WOOUBN  NOU.  MOVICH  Ctusa  ta  «1  lOydi  «L443 

1 13-1122  SOtMoarS  DARCBI(7D)  (CD)  G Rltharda  7-11-13 ADehhta 

s pgip  WOW  DM  IPBEU  (13)  Mr*  S Satth  1Q-1V3  _ JBchred  Orest 

a 50*5-64  MASTER  OF  TROY  (12)  C Porter  9-11-3 Otahar* 

a 06U4KI  HUSTAT (23 M Bemea  RTeitam 

PORMTWT,  I ulvreart.  Orerere  8,  Kreusnni  YeerelT 
iggmlbaQray  MeaABII  13ADehta3-ll  {CRkhardalSian 

■ i-3  5rtren«'B  Delta,  4-1  Kafnvre-SpeM.ViUostor  ot  Tray.  33-1  Nijwey  4 (reman 

4.00  WAWki  coHomoMAL  jockeys'  handicap  HUMUS  ta  11  eu»8 

1 RD-OBO  rax  SPARROW  (8)  WTniV"  7-1 V10  IHrebrertGQ 

9 W11-M  MERRY  MBKMA8S(B)(BF}B  tartaggaft  •— H-fl JBMmaa 

J 22D-K2  SOPROfESOVlETCiQ)  A tvntuna  7-1V*  — 3 Taylor 

4 EDG334  aunuatena}(D)GUbeni6-1v2 -H  Kim  by  (1C) 

8 £033-4*  OUR ROBBtT (8) J FftCerJld  WK -JFLaahyp) 

0 4-5SXO  UAlUartaFARJ (S) L Lunge  6-U-O  — ..I  Jredhn  (B) 

T VF2FF5  HI0HLANDrtAV(76)  M Todhuner  V1 1-0 C MsConaaak  (B) 

a DO-1502  rrERMALCITY(3S)(D)Cty4rartla  6-10-1?  -Jt  Brene  (6) 

* 50D-4F0  PAPPACHAHUB(1BJC Palter  6-ID-fl OUa 

10  2?<fi61-F  KRSTBI80SCH (28) (CO) L LuitQO  W-W-4  WDs-mre(S) 

If  P535-I?  DldlAHTHI ODTTAOK (7) Dtf) J Jaheison 5-10-2 ICaBaghrep) 

IS  OU4-10  APOLLO'S  DAUGHTER  (281 J GMillSiig  6-1D4 Ibattai 

11  pgww  SEE  YOU  ALWAYS  (38)  DUrttSBT-lM IPBredO) 

iiiT-'-ri — tr  -‘-rDTinirn 

1 9 10 1 F Prevail  6-1  (L  Lunge)  Bm 

■ 9-2  SupieiW  Se«ri.  6-1  Ou  Romm,  Enchanted  Cottage,  7-1  Mrery  MyrmuL  Vi  GHN04. 

feuy.  ID-1  WktseUAa,  HtgNdhd  Way  13  uaren 

4^30  BMM  HANDICAP  CHASE  On  21  CtyttO 

1 14D-3U  UBUVAL(B1)(D)WBC«M11V1») 

9 2B041CGSUDHBOV(8)(C)MKJG00dlenre1V1V13 

3 42R/D-F  ACAJOU H (SB) ORtthartB 9-1 1-6 

4 5160-12  H0BI1CDM  SOWRE  (10)  (O  J Jeflweon9-1Ki 

TOP  POM  UPfc  CrtOrn  Bay  6,  AcMmi  81 7 
1 1Mi  Irere  Tewen  7 1 1 • P Hbta  T-4  (Mr*  M Re-eWy)  > ore 

5-i  Aaym  lu.  3-t  Coiiffl  Bay  7-2MoraieinSt|uira.  VI  UmiVM 

5.00  LHHWL  WAmHtTBUmMATE OPEN  HATIOIUL  HUNT  RATMCE Ore  If  £MtT4 
1 

2 

a 

4 
9 

a 

» 

8 
0 
10 

11 

12 


1 lows  RtVER<90HCD}  lift  MRereley  5-11-H ...JILe*(a) 

DO  CHAM  MOVE (B)  W Smltn  5-11-4 STayte(B)ik 

C JireBOTS  DRBAM  (30)  J Dime  9-1 1-4 — 


00  SNOOTY  mono  (47)  J Haldane  5-11-4 
a HIPMXALT  (SO)  JFieGeraM  5-11-4 


0 M000H0USBLAN8(41)NCRaniauialnVn-4 

0 QYMCRAKi-OYFSY  (44)  b HUlMl  V10-U  ... 

« UHWOOOflJJGRtctuiOSE-lO-IS 

66  GOOMflVOi (6) Hail Kandell 4-16-10  

SS  MDBBY9fllE(19)CTlwital4-ig-5 — . _ M Horredre  (7) 

IBBOiPrerembreelO  10  r Yteggen  3taT  [M  A Breren)  20  rrei 

Betttojy  6-4  Tmi'c  Hirer.  6-2  UnmerL  VI  SOM  By  SMB.  7-1  Sugereaen.  lO-l  Jrei  Had,  W-l  Snooty 
Eatomo.  GymeraL-Gypsy.  25-1  Cod  Kovln.  Chan  More  — 
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Soccer 


Fears  over 

referee’s 

dismissal 


Martin  Thorpe 


THE  Premier  League's 
decision  to  remove 
the  referee  Mike  Reed 
from  next  month’s 
Chelsea  v Leicester  City  game 
was  yesterday  branded  a 
“very  dangerous  road  to  go 
down"  and  a victory  for  mob 
rule.  . , 

Arthur  Smith,  the  general 
secretary  of  the  Referees 
Association,  was  reacting  to 
the  fact  that  Reed's  dismissal 
was  largely  prompted  by  fears 
that  there  would  be  crowd 
trouble  at  the  Premiership 
game  in  reaction  to  his  con- 
troversial decision  to  award 
Chelsea  a late,  match-winning 
penalty  in  last  week’s  FA  Cup 
fifth-round  replay  against 
Leicester  at  Stamford  Bridge. 

The  decision  incensed 
Leicester  fens  and  Reed's  car 
was  surrounded  by  an  angry 
mob  on  his  way  home  from 
the  game. 

In  a statement  yesterday 
the  Premier  League  said  it 
had  dropped  Reed  after  “con- 
sidering the  various  factors’’ 
and  after  consultation  with 
“interested  parties". 

This  included  local  police, 
who  advised  that  there  was  a 
risk  of  public  disorder  If  the 
referee  officiated  in  the  game 
at  Stamford  Bridge  on  April 
13- 

But  the  move  worried 
Smith.  “Are  we  subjecting 
ourselves  to  crowd  rule 
now?*’  he  asked.  “I  think  It  is 
very  sad  Mike  has  been  taken 
off  the  game,  especially  if  it  is 
because  of  the  danger  of  incit- 
ing crowd  trouble. 

"Leicester  supporters'  frus- 
tration at  the  events  is  no 
reason  for  a referee  to  be 
taken  off  a game.  I would 
want  to  resist  this  trend  abso- 
lutely. I would  hope  that  mob 


rule  is  not  going  to  get  refer- 
ees taken  off  games  just  be- 
cause supporters  say  referees’ 
decisions  are  wrong.  To  go 
down  that  road  would  be  very 
dangerous. 

“In  this  case  supporters 
have  won  the  day  and  I think 
that  is  sad.  I also  think  it  Is 
sad  that  trial  by  television 
has  caused  this." 

Reed  recently  said  he  was 
happy  to  referee  the  game, 
and  the  Leicester  manager 
Martin  O'Neill  said  he  had  no 
problem  with  the  appoint- 
ment, even  though  he 
branded  the  original  penalty 
decision  “disgraceful". 

Yesterday  Reed  refused  to 
comment  The  replacement 
referee  has  not  yet  been 
chosen. 

England  are  on  course  to 
gain  an  extra  club  in  next  sea- 
son's Uefa  Cup  after  moving 
to  the  top  of  the  continent’s 
Fair  Flay  League. 

The  table  Is  based  on  rat- 
ings assessed  from  every 
game  a country  plays  at  dub 
and  international  level,  in- 
cluding age-limit  tourna- 
ments. The  top  three  nations 
at  the  end  of  the  season  win 
be  granted  an  extra  place  In 
the  following  year’s  Uefa  Cup. 

England  headed  the  table, 
ahead  of  Finland  and  Nor- 
way, going  Into  this  week's 
European  dab  competitions, 
though  three  bookings  In 
Newcastle’s  home  defeat  by 
Monaco  on  Tuesday  may 
damage  their  standing. 

Aston  Villa's  manager 
Brian  Little,  who  yesterday 
denied  he  was  interested  in 
buying  Everton’s  striker  Dun- 
can Ferguson,  aims  to  recoup 
the  foil  £750,000  he  paid  Not- 
tingham Forest  for  the  central 
defender  Carl  Tiler,  whom  he 
has  made  available  for  trans- 
fer. Tiler  moved  from  the  City 
Ground  17  months  ago. 


Celtic  out  to  end 
two-year  habit 


Patrick  denn 


THOSE  high-rollers  who 
have  persistently 
plunged  on  Celtic  in  Old 
Firm  matches,  on  the  basis 
that  they  must  collect  eventu- 
ally, are  seriously  overdue  a 
return. 

In  the  Tennents  Scottish 
Cup  quarter-final  between  the 
Glasgow  giants  at  Celtic  Park 
tonight  Rangers  attempt  to 
protect  an  unbeaten  run  in 
the  fixture  which  stretches 
back  nine  matches  over  the 
past  two  seasons. 

This  Indudes  victories  in 
all  three  of  the  Premier  Div- 
ision matches  played  so  far 
this  season,  and  those  results 
would  lead  anyone  to  assume 
that  a fancy  price  should  be 
available  on  Tommy  Burns's 
Celtic  side. 

When  the  odds  compilers 
come  to  assess  Old  Firm  colli- 
sions, however,  a peculiar 
logic  is  employed,  one  which 
seems  to  dismiss  all  previous 
evidence  as  inadmissible.  The 
result  is  that  they  are  insepa- 
rable at  13-4  each. 

Rangers  may  look  a little 
more  vulnerable  than  usual 
because  of  the  absence  of  the 
injured  Paul  Gascoigne,  and 
their  performance  in  the  2-2 
draw  at  Aberdeen  last  Satur- 
day was  marked  by  an  un- 
characteristic Ineffectiveness. 
Yet  Walter  Smith's  side  are 
undefeated  in  13  games  since 
December  10,  and  the  man- 
ager emphasised  yesterday 
that  his  players  invariably 
respond  to  the  demands  of  the 
big  occasion. 

Richard  Gough,  the  captain 
and  pillar  of  the  central  de- 
fence, was  missing  at  Pltto- 
drie  and  there  is  concern  over 


his  availability  tonight.  He 
will  have  a fitness  test  today, 
but  Smith  is  likely  to  field 
him  because  he  will  then 
have  10  days  to  recover  before 
the  next  Old  Firm  league 
meeting,  also  at  Celtic  Park. 

In  the  matter  of  winning 
rather  than  saving  the  match, 
however,  Brian  Laudrup  will 
be  more  significant  than  any 
other  player.  If  in  the  absence 
of  Gascoigne,  the  Dane  drops 
Ms  standards,  the  Ibrox  side's 
capacity  for  inflicting  damage 
is  seriously  diminished. 

“But  the  first  season  I was 
at  Ibrox,  I played  without 
Gascoigne,  so  I can  do  so 
again,”  Laudrup  said  yester- 
day. “In  any  case  you  have  to 
iday  as  a team  in  these 
matches  to  win. 

"These  are  tough  games  hut 
I always  enjoy  them.  I’ve 
played  in  so  many  now  that 
nothing  can  surprise  me.  In 
fact  the  last  one  at  Celtic 
Park,  when  we  won  1-0,  was 
one  of  the  best  matches  I’ve 
been  involved  im  there  were 
so  many  chances.” 

Burns  may  seek  to  make 
things  toucher  in  defence  by 
playing  Enrico  Annoni,  the 
Italian  signed  recently  from 
Roma,  who  made  his  dehut 
against  Hearts  last  weekend. 

With  Boyd  suspended  and 
McNamara  virtually  certain 
to  be  missing  because  of  in- 
jury. the  Celtic  manager  has 
limited  options  In  defence. 
There  is  also  anxiety  over  the 
fitness  of  the  midfielders 
McStay  and  Grant,  who  both 
missed  the  Hearts  game;  if 
they  are  still  unavailable,  An- 
dreas Thom  could  become  Im- 
portant again. 

Perhaps  the  likeliest  out- 
come is  a replay  at  Ibrox  on 
Wednesday  week. 


Results 


Soccer 
EUROPEAN  CUP 

Quartwr-ftnal,  first  log 
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May  22.  Cantona  34 
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Third  Dhrislon 


(213 
Walters  33. 44 
McKenzie  67 


mo 

405 


NORTHERN  COUNTIES  CAST  UUUHHfa 
Pramier  OMalota  HaUnm  0.  Arnold  Tn  2. 


Old  ham  2.  Tran  mere  5. 

Blackpool  0.  Preston  1;  Hudderstlald  1, 
Short  Uld  3.  Mom  Co  1.  Wolverhampton  0. 
Postponed:  West  Brotn  v Sunderland. 
Soonnd  PMaioni  Shrewsbury  0.  Carlisle 
1.  Pnatponodr  Stockport  v York.  Third 
OMoion:  Bury  4,  Scarborough  O;  Chesmr 
Z Darlington  2.  Walsall  A Scunthorpe  A 
AVON  INSU HANOI  COMBINATION: 
Fhet  MvMot  Bournemouth  0.  Ullwafl  2: 
Charlton  t.  Luton  t;  Swindon  A Bristol  C 1: 
Ipswich  0.  Tottenham  A I eiay  Cep» 
Arsenal  t.  Norwich  3;  Oxford  Utd  2,  Bristol 
Rvrs  a. 


Rugby  Union 


REPRESENTATIVE  HATCH:  East  Mid- 
lands 38.  Barbarians  72. 

CLUE  MATCH,  ClUton  5.  RAF  35:  Royal 
Navy  IB.  Cambridge  UiWv  24, 


Rugby  League 

SECOND  tHVBHOItf  Bnjmkjy  25.  York  A 

Golf 


SAHARA  CUP  nSUMAU.  STROKE- 
PlAY  lAgaoir.  Morocco):  bgpt  Vt,m- 
rica  2b  (Europe  lire!):  S Tonaneem  Rus- 
sell (Scot)  69  lost  to  W Westnav/C 
WMMfcM  (SA)  68;  p BmwWrt/P  Her. 
ribtfUn  (Ehg/lre)  « tn  Y El  HaaaanVM 
Makreune  (Mar)  70;  A CattgrVP-U  Johans- 
son (Scot/ awe)  71  Ion  to  J Hanfcaa/B 
naatJ—  (SAI 89;  M James/C  Rocca  (Em/ 
It)  67  halved  with  H Wesuta/T  Johnstone 
(SA/Zlml  07. 


Tennis 


(3coDsdala): 

(Ztm)  01  M Riot 

(Chile!  6-1. 4-6. 7-ft  A Casta  (Spl  lx  mhk 
GoUner  (Qer)  5-4.  7-8;  J tondkve  (8p|  bt 


Man  Marker ...  the  Blackburn  player  gets  in  a horizontal  challenge  on  Sinclair  at  Stamford  Bridge  last  night  davd  Rogers 


Nottingham  Forest  0,  Sheffield  Wednesday  3 


Carbone  double  cuts  down  Forest 


John  Lawson 


SHEFFIELD  Wednes- 
day refused  to  preoc- 
cupy themselves  with 
this  weekend's  FA  Cup 
quarter-final  against  Wim- 
bledon and  gained  a fine 
away  win  at  the  City 
Ground  last  night. 

Two  goals  by  Benito  Car- 
bone and  Regi  Blinker  in 
the  space  of  six  second-half 
minutes  made  it  onoy  one 
defeat  in  22  games  for 
David  Pleat's  side.  Forest, 
who  had  looked  so  positive 
earlier  in  the  game,  suf- 
fered further  misery  when 


Carbone  added  his  second 
goal  in  the  87th  minute. 

The  wave  of  survival  opti- 
mism generated  by  last 
week's  takeover  and  the 
win  at  Tottenham  on  Satur- 
day was  evident  in  Forest's 
early  play. 

Pearce  was  the  focal 
point  of  many  of  their 
attacks  but  Wednesday's 
organisation  and  defensive 
composure  made  sure  that 
chances  were  restricted. 

Forest  did  bave  the  ball 
in  the  net  after  nine  min- 
utes, when  Gemmill’s  in- 
swinging  corner  was 
headed  past  his  own  goal- 
keeper by  Booth,  but  the 


referee  gave  a free-kick  for 
pushing. 

Soon  afterwards  Forest 
had  their  best  opportunity 
of  the  first  half  when  Oakes 
allowed  Haaland  a ran  on 
goal,  but  the  Wednesday 
midfielder  retrieved  the  sit- 
uation to  unsettle  the  Nor- 
wegian, who  shot  just  past 
the  post. 

Weight  of  defensive  num- 
bers denied  Haaland  in  a 
frantic  goalmouth  melee 
and  then  Nolan  produced 
an  exceptional  tackle  to  rob 
Boy.  a substitute  for  the 
hamstrung  Allen. 

The  game  was  trans- 
formed in  the  13  minutes 


immediately  after  half- 
time. First  Carbone,  a sub- 
stitute for  the  Injured 
Hirst,  fastened  on  to  a 
dreadful  back-pass  from 
Roy  and  slid  the  ball  home 
after  52  minutes.  Then  six 
minutes  later  Booth,  who 
was  later  to  hit  the  bar,  was 
allowed  to  reach  the  byline 
and  cut  the  ball  back  for 
Blinker  to  score  from  12 
yards. 


Permit  Cross! ey;  Lyttle. 
Cooper.  Jofkon.  Ctiettio.  Pearco.  Allen 
(Roy.  Simla).  Gonuniu.  Haaland.  CJougft. 
Saunders. 

Sheffield  Wedneedeyi  Pressman; 
A trio  non.  Newsome.  Walker.  Nolan. 
Pam  bridge,  Blinker.  Oakes.  Brtscoo,  Hirst 
(Carbone.  h-fl.  Booth 

P Janas  iLovghoarough) 


Southampton  2,  Everton  2 


Slater  sparks  Saints  fightback 


Mark  Redding 


AN  INSPIRED  second- 
half  fightback  saved  a 
deserved  point  for 
Southampton  in  a non-stop 
thriller  at  The  Dell  and  kept 
up  the  pressure  on  the  belea- 
guered Everton  manager  Joe 
Royle. 

After  42  years  In  the  top 
flight,  the  Merseyside  club 
are  slowly  being  sucked  into  a 
morale-destroying  battle  for 
survival. 

At  this  late  stage  of  the  sea- 
son it  is  not  so  much  position 
as  form  that  points  to  the  can- 
didates for  relegation,  and 
Everton  have  been  having  a 
disastrous  new  year. 

They  came  into  last  night’s 
match  having  lost  six  out  of 


their  previous  eight  games  in 
the  league  and  were  knocked 
out  of  the  FA  Cup  at  home  by 
Bradford  City. 

Both  defences  were  having 
problems  with  the  ball  skid- 
ding off  the  rain-drenched  sur- 
face, and  when  Barrett  slid 
into  Le  Tissler  to  give  away  a 
free-kick  after  six  minutes  the 
strolling  enigma  was  desper- 
ately unlucky  not  to  score.  His 
swirling  drive  from  25  yards 
hit  the  inside  of  Southall's 
post  and  bounced  out 

Everton  had  abandoned 
their  recent  long-ball  game  in 
favour  of  some  Intelligent 
short  passing,  and  it  paid  divi- 
dends in  the  11th  minute,  al- 
beit from  a set  piece.  Barmby 
swung  in  a corner  from  the 
right,  Ferguson  came  rampag- 
ing in  from  the  back  of  the 


box,  heading  the  ball  fiercely 
down  into  the  turf  and  it 
bounced  through  a static  de- 
fence and  hit  the  back  of  the 
net  for  the  Scot's  eighth  league 
goal  of  the  season. 

Graeme  Souness  had 
praised  his  defence  for  keep- 
ing clean  sheets  in  their  two 
previous  games;  he  had  thus 
tempted  the  fates,  and  they 
took  their  vengeance  again  in 
the  27th  minute  when  Ever- 
ton scored  from  a glorious 
move. 

Barmby's  overhead  kick 
fell  for  Barrett,  who  sprinted 
forward  then  whipped  the 
ball  inside.  Speed  ran  on  to  it, 
driving  through  the  defence 
at  an  angle  to  fire  past  Taylor. 

Southampton  brought  on 
Slater  and  Evans  for  Berko  vie 
and  Benali  at  half-time  and 


underwent  an  amazing 
transformation. 

Southampton  began  to  bom- 
bard the  Everton  defence  and, 
in  the  58th  minute.  Slater 
played  a one-two  with  Le  Tis- 
sler  on  the  edge  of  the  area, 
another  with  Ostenstad  and 
rifled  a low  shot  past  Southall 
for  his  first  goal  for  South- 
ampton. In  the  61st  minute 
Southampton  were  level. 
Short,  under  no  pressure 
whatsoever,  rose  to  meet  an 
aimless  cross  from  Dodd  and 
headed  into  his  own  net 


South** 


Taylor;  Van  Gobbal. 


Lundakvam.  Drydan.  Banal)  (Evana 
45m in).  Dodd  (Charlton  69),  Borkovlc 
(Staler  45).  Megaton.  Nellsen.  Ottanotad. 
Ls  Ttsstar. 


Southall.  Bamstl.  Short,  Watson. 
Unswlii,  Thomson  (Stuart  75),  Parkinson. 
Sneed.  Phelan.  Ferguson,  Barmby 
(Branch  85). 

Refer—  P Dundn  (Portland). 


A Agassi  (US)  6-3.  S-S  P Rafter  IAus|  bt 
A Baraanlagul  (Sp)  6-3,  6-1;  R Heuheg 
(US)  M V Spades  (US)  7-6.  0-6,  6-1:  C 
WeoAmff  (US)  M J Tarango  (US)  7-6. 6-2: 
S Stole  (Aus)  M F Cl  aval  (Sp)  6-3.  6-1:  A 
MeAwdor  (Ulrr)  tn  L Laval  le  (Max)  7-6. 
3-6,  6-3.  A O'Brien  (US)  bt  J B(0rtanan 
(Swe)  6-4.  1-6.  7-6,  e Rued  (Nor)  bt  N 
Pereira  (Ven|  6-4, 6-7. 6-3. 

MBPS  WORLD  MDOOR  TOURNAMENT 
(Rotterdam):  Mrat  round:  T CertweR 
(Sp)  bt  T Johansson  |Swa)  7-6.  7-6:  N 
Khdor  (Got)  bt  A Olhovakty  (Rua)  6-2. 6-2. 
Second  reoadi  P Korda  (Cz)  bt  J van 
Here*  (Bel)  7-e.  6-2;  H Furiaa  {It}  bt  O 
Delaltre  (FrJ  7-5,  7-6. 


Billiards 


WOULD  MATCH  PLAY  CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Norwich  Sports  Village)-  Second  nwdi 
O Sethi  (India)  bl  M Ftehaxil  (India)  4-2  A 
ShdndDya  (India)  bt  S Hardeasbe  (Eng) 
4-2.  Ttahd  row i di  D Jcsfcl  (India)  bt  A 


Agrawol  (India)  4-2  R 
Goenka  (India)  4-2  N 
Kura*  (India)  4-3;  R - 
Murphy  (Eng)  4-0:  C 
Wndman  (Eng)  <ws  B 1 
ft  Williams  (Eng)  4-3;  P 
B Dtat  (Eng)  4-0. 


Bowls 


WOMEN'S  ALL- ENGLAND  INDOOR 
1 (York):  Tripten  Qnar- 
fsklos  In  brackets);  CaaWdg* 
(L  Jarman)  bt  Chervnll  (K 
Hawns)  18-15  Monotone  (A  Hamaon)  M 
King  George  Field  (J  Arman)  22-18  liloml- 
Hnatas  f-tnitaldga  Chirtnrtnn  bt  Folke- 
stone 17-6;  Rg|«n  (K  Strutt)  bl  Eldon. 
Newcastle  (A  Hubbard)  TB-10.  Final: 
Cawdiitdlf  Charrterton  bt  Efllurn  20-17 
UPkdgri  Mba  First  raawh  L Het- 
entfe/D  Freddi  (Richardson's)  bt  A 
Meado/B  Doug)  as  (Mole  Pk)  34-7:  J Ar- 
nandAj  HcAuotan  (AUmrWy)  bl  E HuUw/F 
White  (Essex  County]  22-21  (attar  extra 
end);  D (IHwai/C  Oarhc  [UansdeW. 
North  London)  bt  C Day/P  Conott  (CHy  o! 
By)  23-16;  A RurtiaaafC  Ctoha  (Northa- 
«on)  be  l Builnr/C  Name  [North  Walonam) 
29-38:  P FwadTS  TuMaaw  (WhliinknlgKa) 
bt  J GUea/A  Cruttendan  (Luton']  32-18;  C 


(Louth)  bt  A Mlllward/A 
Owen  (Preston.  Bngiuonj  30-5;  a Knott/S 
WBooa  (South  Shields)  bl  D Scnlih/E  Dead- 
man  (Donyngs,  Surrey)  w/o;  CMNsi 
and  Cheryl  NgrOol  (Tetgnhrtdga)  bt  D 
Tntmun/G  Lloyd  (Ualvom  Hllks)  26-11. 


Boxing 


ABA  NATIONAL  FB1ALS  (National  In- 
door Arena.  Birmingham):  Ushi-nr- 
etalgtdi  I Napa  (Crown  and  Muer]  bt  F 
Norton  (New  Asttey)  pts.  Wsmal^d:  M 
Hadar  (Hartlepool)  M N Bek  (Brighton) 
rae£  nanl  am ■lgtiti  S Odn  (Rapion)  bl 


L PatUson  (Hunslet)  pts. 


S Bad  (LouvoUlel  bt  M Walsh  (Portsmouth 
Unlvi  rac3.  U^melpM:  M Hawthorwe 
( Lowestoft!  ot  R Ruthertord  (Had  Groan) 

pis  Light  eitlaedd*  R Hatton  (Sola 


West)  W U Hall  (Darlington)  pts. 


Hockey 


MEN'S  WORLD  CUP  QUALIFYING 
TOURNAMENT  (Kuala  Lumpur);  Pad  A: 
Switzerland  1.  Spain  4;  Canada  5.  South 
Airica  4.  Pool  Bi  New  Zealand  2.  Belarus 
a Ireland  1.  South  Korea  3. 


lee  Hockey 


Tattort  13.  Pembof 

ough  i. 

NORTHERN  PREMIER  PLAY-OFFS: 
Irtrat  rand:  Paisley  12.  Murroyfleld  6. 
NHU  NY  lEUndara  3.  Tampa  Bay  a:  Pitts- 
burgh 1.  New  Jersey  3:  Washington  2 Cal- 
gary 1.  Edmonton  4 Leo  Angeles  1. 


Fixtures 


(730  uniesa  stated) 

Soccer 


EUROPEAN  CUP  WINNERS'  CUPi 
Qnarterdtani.  drat  lop  Barcelona  v AIK 
Solna  (8  0).  Benflca  v Ftoranana  (7.45); 
Paris  St  Gormaln  v A£K  Athona;  SK  Brarm 
v Uvorpool  (7.16). 

TENNENTS  SCOTTISH  CUPl  Fifth 

Celtic  v Rang  ere  (7.45). 


UMIFILLA  FIRST  DIVISION  CUFi  Ttrird- 

Nettaartiald  v Asmon  Lhd. 


NOOm  Forasl  v Evarran  |7.Q|.  Find  Dhr- 
Wost  Brom  v Port  Vale  f7.0). 

INTERNATIONAL:  0-14 

tde  Scotland  v England 
(Caledonian  Stadium,  tovamsool 

WOMEN'S  FA  tarn  SMwd  nretayi 

IHtoston  Tn  v Arsenal 


Basketball 


BUDWBSBt  LEAGUE:  Leopards  v Wor- 
thing (7.0). 


Ice  Hockey 


PREMIER  LEAOUEi  Potarborougn  v Med- 
way p.0). 

NORTHERN  PREMIER  PLAY-OFFS: 
Flrot  round:  Wfatley  v Fite. 


Hockey 


WOMEN'S  COUNTY  CHAMPIONSHIP-. 
Berkshire  v Oxtorrtshlra  (8  0.  Braduwiri 
BRITISH  AEROSPACE  11-18  SCHOOL- 
GIRLS CHAMPIONSHIP  18.30am.  MJtorr 
Keynes  Stadium). 


• England's  senior  men's  volleyball 
team  have  been  drawn  to  (ace  hosts 
Sloven! a in  their  opening  pool  in  (he 
Spring  Cup  next  month.  They  will  also 
lace  Austria  and  Switzerland  tn  thdr 
opening  group  which  win  be  staged  in 
Kammk  treat  April  21-33.  England 
begin  their  countdown  Is  trio  event  this 
weekend  m Huddersfield  In  the  Pan- 
European  Cup  where  Ihev  taco  Latvia. 
Scotland  and  a Russian  Select  loam 


G Sunderland's  manager  Polar  Reid 
suffered  a £130.QOQ  blow  yesterday  as 
Iho  City  raised  doubts  about  his  team's 
survival  chances  The  value  01  Agio's 
400.000  shares  dropped  dramatically  m 
the  wako  of  the  crushing  4-0  homo  de- 
feat by  Tottenham. 

Bui  the  Roker  Pare  chairman  Bob 
Murray  was  the  biggest  loser  as  Sun* 
demand's  share  pneo  slumped  by  32p 


it  wiped  £1  million  off  the  value  of  Mur- 
ray's 40  per  cent  stake  in  the  chib. 

The  striker  NtaJI  Guinn  could  Join 
Sunderland's  survival  battle  before  (he 
end  cd  the  month.  Quinn,  out  since 
September  with  a knee  injury,  will  an 
a specialist  today  and  hopes  to  start 
tun  training  soon. 

Bristol  City's  goalkeeper  Keith 
Welch  is  having  a trial  at  Roker  as  Reid 
searches  tor  cover  lor  uie  Frenchman 
Lionel  Perez. 


+ A Turkish  Cup  gtuno  fn  Istanbul 
ended  In  chaos  whan  Nghttrig  broke  out 
between  players,  pollen,  dub  oWdate 
and  fans  alter  tee  home  team  BesHdas 
were  knocked  out  Four  rival  players 
from  Besik  Ins  and  Kocaebspor  ex- 
changed Insults  ana  blows  ai  the  final 
whistle  in  Tuesday  night's  game. 

A Besikias  official.  Kadlr  AkbuluL 
and  some  Ians  Joined  tee  brawl  bolero 
police  escorted  tee  group  oh  tee  pitch. 
But  lighting  spilled  over  mu  uw  chang- 
ing rooms,  with  Akbutui  grabbing  Ko- 
caelspors  goolkoopar  Dimitri  SUflga- 
Qu  around  tea  throat  A Bodkins 
director,  Erdal  Acar.  was  struck  by 
police  in  the  ensuing  struggle. 

A bus  carrying  Kocaelfcipor  Ians  was 
stoned  and  ene  tan  was  stabbed  In  Iho 
leg  aa  he  attomotnd  lo  board.  BosHaas 
Nan  lha  game  2-1  but  word  otlmlnalod 
on  the  away-goal  rule  alter  losing  tee 
hrst  log  m Kocaall  1-0. 


• The  former  Raite  Rows  manager 
Jimmy  Niched  is  back  at  Stark’s  Park 
after  being  invited  to  team  up  with  too 
Current  man  m efiargo.  tain  Munro  Nl- 
qbou  rotums  alter  his  recent  dtsmuaal 
by  muIwbD.  'Evaryona  In  the  town  has 
boon  ghm  aim  by  too  return  ot  Jimmy 
Nlchotl."  said  a spokesman  lor  too 
Rath  Rovers  Supporters  Association. 


Premiership 

Chelsea  1 , Blackburn  Rovers  1 


Minto  lifts 
the  Blues 


Martin  Thorp* 


CHELSEA  had  one  eye 
on  the  coming  FA 
Cup  attractions  an 
the  South  Coast  last 
night  as  they  struggled  to 
taXe  a point  from  a game  they 
needed  to  win  In  their  Quest 
for  a Uefo  Cup  place.  Black- 
burn were  no  great  shakes, 
just  solid  and  organised 
enough  to  pocket  a draw  as 
London's  trendies!  club 
dreamed  of  Wembley,  only 
one  game  away  If  they  win 
the  sixth-round  He  at  Ports- 
mouth on  Sunday. 

Chelsea  came  Into  the  game 

with  an  awfUl  record  against 
Rovers,  not  having  beaten 
them  since  the  play-offs  of 
1988.  But  their  form  over  the 
past  few  weeks  has  been  im- 
pressive, with  only  one  defeat 
in  the  seven  games  prior  to 
last  night. 

The  team  was  also  lifted  by 
the  return  for  this  game  of  the 
impressive  little  Italian  Zola, 
who  missed  last  weekend's 
defeat  at  Derby  with  a groin 
strain. 

That  meant  a return  to  the 
batch  for  Vialli.  further  test- 
ing the  Italian's  patience 
amid  reports  that  the  latest 
club  trying  to  tempt  him  to 
jump  ship  are  Tampa  Bay 
Mutiny  of  the  United  States' 
major  league. 

Blackburn  again  hod  to 
make  do  without  their  top 
scorer  Sutton,  missing  with  a 
virus,  but  the  Danish  striker 
Pedersen  made  his  second 
start  after  a £2.5  million  move 
from  Odense. 

Things  have  been  looking 
up  for  Blackburn  Rovers 
since  a haul  of  only  four 
points  from  their  first  10 
games  of  the  season  saw  Roy 
Harford  lose  his  job. 

Tony  Parkes.  originally 
caretaker  manager  before 
Sven  Goran  Eriksson's  sum- 
mer arrival  but  now  Roy 


Hodgson's,  has  brought  cohft. 
dence  and  belief  hack  to  the 
sldo- 

That  was  just  about  evident 
in  a disappointing  first  hair  in 
which  tne  teams  created  only 
two  chances  each.  Rovers* 
best  came  from  an  »yard 
drive  by  Sherwood  which  Le- 
boeuf  managed  to  deflfCt  over 
the  bar.  A minute  before  foe 
interval  Zula  saw  his  close- 
range  shot  blocked  by 
Flowers. 

Chelsea  really  were  looking 
disjointed  and  LackJdstre, 
Blackburn  dictating  matters 
with  alarming  ease  as  far  as 
the  increasingly  frustrated 
home  supporters  >ere 
concerned. 

The  usual  sight  In  such  dr- 
cumstances  is  that  of  the 
player-manager  Ruud  Gullit 
wanning  up  on  the  touchlne 
prior  to  coming  on  to  reorga- 
nise his  troops. 

Unfortunately  for  them  Gul- 
lit has  a hairline  fracture  of 
an  ankle  so  the  team  had. to. 
hobble  on  wlhout  him.  When 
Blackburn  went  ahead  on  61 
minutes  it  was  no  surprise. 
Wilcox  crossed  from  the  left 
and  Pedersen  got  In  front  of 
Paul  Hughes  by  the  back  post 
to  propel  the  ball  past  a div- 
mg-  Grodas  for  hb  first  goal 
for  the  club. 

Chelsea,  stung  by  the  af- 
front. suddenly  came  to  life 
mid  equalised  a minute  later. 
Wise  had  already  forced  Flow- 
era  to  parry  an  18-yard  drive, 
Minto  heading  the  rebound 
wide. 

But  the  full-back  made  no 
mistake  soon  afterwards 
when  he  swurut  a leg  at  a ball 
cleared  by  Blackburn's  de- 
fence and  from  25  yards  the 
ball  arrowed  into  the  top  cor- 
ner of  Flowers's  goal. 

CtelMM  Gfud*v:  Penmen.  Lateeui. 
Sinclair.  Mye'*.  p Hugnea.  Wt»e..  01 
Maltao.  Minto.  Zmn.  M Hugnrn 
Btaokbwni  Reveeai  Flcwere,  Kvnna. 
Honor r Borg.  La  Saw.  Sherwood. 
Metkei.  Ftiteialt.  Wilcox.  Oalleclitr. 
Pettorxon 

G e.M(wu  (PyrtaMfl- 


Leicester  City  1 , Aston  Villa  0 


Heady  touch  of 


vintage  Clandge 


Stephen  Biertoy 


Leicester  city  con- 
tinue to  look  back  in 
anger  at  their  FA  Cup 
exit  to  Chelsea  last  week,  but 
at  least  after  this  victory  they 
will  have  less  cause  to  peer 
behind  them  at  the  foot  of  the 
Premiership.  They  are  not 
quite  safe  yet,  but  moving 
ever  closer. 

City  might  have  been  for- 
given for  having  next  Tues- 
day’s Coca-Cola  Cup  semi- 
final second  leg  against 
Wimbledon  uppermost  in 
their  minds,  but  this  was  a 
thoroughly  honest  perfor- 
mance by  Martin  O'Neill's 
team,  Claridge  scoring  the 
winning  goal  In  a match  of 
limited  chances.  Ehiogu  came 
close  to  equalising  for  Villa 
late  on,  but  Claridge  might 
well  have  extended  Leices- 
ter's lead. 

Villa  began  with  the  same 
line-up  that  had  ended  the 
match  against  Liverpool  on 
Sunday  and  it  was  Taylor, 
scorer  of  their  winner  then, 
who  came  closest  to  an  early 
goaL  Draper's  free-kick  floated 
over  the  Leicester  defence  and 
Taylor  reacted  quicker  than 
anyone  but  his  control  did  not 
match  his  anticipation. 

Keller,  back  from  interna- 


tional duty  with  the  United 
States,  was  grateful  not  to  be 
utiduly  exerted  after  Ids  tang 
travels. 

Leicester  replaced  Robins 
with  Claridge  at  the  Interval, 
reckoning  that  his  energy  and 
commitment  would  c*u»  Vil- 
la’s defence  more  concern 
than  it  had  previously  experi- 
enced. and  so  it  proved. 

Villa,  as  befitting  their 
higher  position,  had  gener- 
ally looked  the  more  assured 
side,  but  it  was  not  a match  to 
send  the  corpuscles  zinging, 
at  least  until  the  irrepressible 
Claridge  Intervened  with  a 
BSth-minute  goal. 

Bosnich,  as  In  the  first  half, 
had  again  saved  well  from  El- 
liott. clearing  a powerful 
drive,  but  he  could  only  parry 
a subsequent  header  and  tbe 
ball  dropped  invitingly  for 
Claridge,  who  nodded  It  home 
with  relish. 

He  had  missed  Saturday's 
8-1  victory  at  Wimbledon 
when  Leicester  completed 
their  first  league  double  of  the 
season,  and  clearly  enjoyed 
clinching  their  second. 


C&yi  Kofi  or.  Grayson.  Guppy. 
Prior  (Waits,  ratntn).  Walsft.  Elliott  tuM. 
Lannon.  PartuH.  Robins  ICta/taga.  IM). 
Hashey  (Taylor.  63) 

Aston  VMta:  Bosnich.  Nelson.  Wright 
Ehiogu.  Southgate.  Hughes,  Taylor. 
Draper  (Joachim.  75).  Townsend.  Vorhe. 
Milosevic  (Johnson,  75) 

G Poll  (Trfngl- 


Middlesbrough  6,  Derby  County  1 


Ravanelli  seals  rare  night 
of  delight  for  Robson’s  men 


George  Caidkln 


A FABRIZIO  Ravanelli 
#%hat-trlck  helped  Middles- 
brough to  their  biggest  league 
win  of  the  season  after  Derby 
were  swamped  by  four  home 
goals  in  the  last  20  minutes. 
Paul  Simpson  replied  in  the 
final  seconds,  scant  consola- 
tion as  Bryan  Robson’s  team 
gave  themselves  new  hope  of 
avoiding  relegation. 

Last  Saturday's  awful  de- 
feat at  Sheffield  Wednesday 
had  proved  a defining  mo- 
ment for  Robson.  In  spite  of 
the  scorn  heaped  on  Robson's 
international  acquisitions,  it 
was  Vickers.  Cox  and  Moore 
who  paid  the  price.  Whyte 
was  said  to  be  out  with  a ham- 
string injury.  That  enabled 
the  talismanlc  captain  Pear- 
son to  return  to  the  starting 
line-up  for  the  first  time  in 
nearly  five  months,  bolster- 
ing a lightweight  defence  that 
had  kept  only  three  Premier- 
ship Cleon  sheets  this  season. 

Middlesbough  soon  became 
unsettled.  Powell  took  advan- 
tage of  first-minute  nerves  to 
carve  out  a useful  shot  from 
the  edge  of  the  area.  Then 
Sturridge  went  close.  His 
jinking  dribble  created  space 
and  if  the  speedy  striker  had 
chosen  power  ahead  of  fi- 
nesse, Derby  would  surely 
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have  enjoyed  on  early  lead. 

But  no  one  demonstrated 
the  nervousness  on  display  as 
spectacularly  as  Ravanelli. 
Decisively  beating  tbe  offside 
trap.  Beck  collected  an  astute 
pass  from  Mustoe  and  tore 
towards  the  byline.  The  Ital- 
ian centre-forward  was  lurk- 
ing menacingly  in  the  six- 
yard  box.  but  from  the  cross 
he  somehow  contrived  to 
steer  wide  of  the  target. 

But  any  suggestions  that 
the  gods  were  frowning  on 
Teesside  were  smartly  dis- 
pelled. after  24  minutes.  Al- 
though the  Slovak  defender 
Kinder  shot  hopefully  from 
well  outside  the  area,  Hoult 
was  beaten  os  the  Derby  goal- 
keeper hardly  moved. 

It  was  as  if  a weight  had 
been  lifted,  although  A scare 
In  the  opening  moments  of 
the  second  period,  when 
Schwarzer  was  forced  to  dive 
courageously  at  Sturrirtgc'? 
feet,  sounded  the  atonh  boils. 

But  soon  came  salvation.  In 
the  sard  minute,  Emerson 
hoisted  a boll  into  no  plan's 
land  ami  RavandU  reacted 
first.  Itvivlng  Hoult  ciBvrins  at 
thin  air  as  he  shot  firmly  be- 
low his  body. 

Middle abwigw  Pewaa"- 

Enwrvn.  Kinjof.  MuakM.  ffmX.  J»BW*i'. 
RakumHii  rtonung.  Fnil  Htgreft 
Oeti»  CouUyt  Mnuit  KuwmL  0 P»*«. 
Slimnc.  Van  oar  laan.  ShifOdga- 
4m!uik  Wntri.  I.Aarmn,  CA»steY.  OwllT 
M Hoed  (Ekrmm-jhaffi) 
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Motor  Racing 


SPORTS  NEWS  15 


without  Hill, 
says  Head 

of  Williams 

In  a candid  interview  with  Richard 
Williams,  the  world9s  top  racing-car 
designer  gives  his  assessment  of  the 
men  and  machinery  he  has  to  beat 
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AN  OBSOLETE  grand 
prlx  car  cronches  in 
the  marbled  recep- 
tion area  of  the  Wil- 
liams factory  in  Didcot, 
where  amid  a vast  silence 
Patrick  Read's  voice  ran  be 
heard  booming  along  the  cor- 
ridors from  a distant  office. 
He  is  on  the  phone  to  a col- 
league, saying  something 
about  “low-pressure  areas"  in 
the  aerodynamics  of  Ms  new 
car. 

Most  racing-car  designers 
bold  such  conversations  in 
whispers,  and  then  not  until 
they've  had  their  offices 
swept  for  bugs.  Head  doesn't 
give  secrets  away  either  but, 
if  you  want  a straight  answer 
in  Formula  One,  the  technical 


director  of  Win  lama  Grand 
Prix  Engineering  may  be 
your  best  chance. 

Short  and  square- rigged,  the 
50-year -old  Head  is  as  blunt  as 
they  come  in  the  Mine,  con- 
spiratorial world  of  grand  prix 
racing.  It  was  his  remark 
about  “drivers  with  fragile 
egos”,  for  example,  which  ex- 
posed the  rift  between  Damon 
Hill  and  the  team's  principals 
two  years  ago.  His  bluntness, 
it  should  be  noted,  has  its  stra- 
tegic uses. 

This  has  not  been  the  easi- 
est pre-season  period  for  Head 
and  his  partner  and  managing 
director  Frank  Williams.  The 
opening  Of  the  Senna  hearings 
in  Imola,  the  acrimonious  de- 
parture of  their  chief  designer 
Adrian  Newey,  and  the  con- 
tinuing argument  over  the 
terms  of  their  return  (with 
McLaren  and  Tyrrell)  to  the 
fold  of  the  Fhrmula  One  Con- 
structors' Association  all  com- 
bined to  form  a distracting 
prelude  to  the  new  campaign. 

None  of  these  matters  is  yet 
resolved,  but  the  Williams 
team  travelled  to  Australia 
this  week  as  clear  favourites 
to  maintain  the  dominance 
their  cars,  although  not  al- 
ways their  drivers,  have  en- 
joyed throughout  the  decade. 

At  Melbourne  last  year  the 
two  Will  iams-RenauIts  occu- 
pied the  front  row  of  the  grid 
and  scored  a one-two  finish. 
Their  rookie.  Jacques  VUle- 
neuve.  gave  Hill,  their  estab- 


Sport  in  brief 


lished  star,  a major  fright  be- 
fore an  oil  leak  forced  him  to 
yield  the  lead  In  the  filing 
stages.  This  year  Vflleneuve 
is  die  established  star,  with 
Heinz-Harald  Frentzen  ra^t  as 
the  rookie.  The  rest  of  the 
paddock  is  waiting  to  see 
whether  the  German  will 
reward  Frank  Williams's 
faith  or  whether  the  spumed 
Hill  will  have  the  last  laugh. 

Head's  early  impression  of 
Frentzen,  based  on  recent 
tests  at  various  European  cir- 
cuits, is  that  “he's  very  tal- 
ented and  very  quick,  and 
most  of  the  tima  he  seems  to 
stay  on  the  track  pretty  well". 

Most  of  the  time?  That 
sounded  rather  a pale  recom- 
mendation. Then  Head  men- 
tioned an  Incident  in  testing 
at  Magny-Cours  a few  days 
earlier,  when  Frentzen  had 
been  sent  out  in  a brand-new 
car.  “He  slid  off  the  track  into 
the  gravel  after  three  laps  and 
was  towed  back.  He  went  out 
again  and  about  eight  laps 
later  he  proceeded  to  smash 
the  bottom  of  the  thing  in.  We 
had  to  repair  the  chassis  and 
invite  him  to  go  home  and 
have  a think." 

HEAD  gave  a slightly 
grim  laugh.  “From 
what  I've  observed 
so  far.  my  impres- 
sion Is  that  Jacques's  capabil- 
ity, his  skill  level  and  judg- 
ment is  at  a higher  level  at 
the  moment  and  if  that  rat- 
tles Heinz-Harald  then  he 
could  have  a lot  of  problems. 

“If  he  handles  that  reason- 
ably well,  if  he  plays  himself 
in  maturely  and  keeps  his 
head  down,  I would  have 
thought  that  by  half  way 
through  the  season  hell  be  up 
with  Jacques.  But  my  impres- 
sion is  that  if  he  tries  to  be 
there  right  at  the  beginning 
heU  have  a lot  of  accidents." 

Insider  wisdom  has  always 
credited  Frentzen  with  what 
the  paddock  calls  “raw 
speed",  but  the  stagnant  per- 
formance of  the  Sauher  cars 
during  his  time  as  the  leader 
of  the  Swiss  team  suggested 
that  technical  perception 
might  not  be  his  strong  point 
and  that  he  might  be  a race 
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Head  for  figures . . . Williams'  outspoken  chief  design  engineer  Patrick  Head  leaves  nothing  to  chance  In  producing  cars  that  can  dominate  the  Formula  One  world  championship 


IOC  chief  Samaranch 
intends  to  rule  at  81 

JUAN  ANTONIO  SAMARANCH,  who  will  be  77  in  July,  confirmed 
yesterday  that  he  is  seeking  another  term  as  president  of  the 
Intematianal  Olympic  Committee.  IC  as  expected,  he  is  re-elected  at 
the  IOC  session  in  Lausanne  in  September  for  a fourth  term,  he  win 

bead  the  Olympic  movement  until  200L  when  he^ will  be  8L 
“Ifor  me  the  decision  was  not  difficult,"  said  Samaranch.  “I  like 

what  I am  doing  ft  Is  not  a sacrifice"  Ttefhnner  Spanish  diplomat 
who  has  been  president  since  1980,  enjoys  virtually  unchallenged 
pnitHral  support  within  the  IOC,  which  two  years  ago  raised  its 
mandatary  retirement  age  from  75  to  80  to  allow  him  to  seek  another 
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Saints  kick  off  world  event 

ST  HELENS,  winners  of  rugby  league's  first  European  Super 
League,  will  set  the  new  World  Club  Championship  in  motion 
when  they  entertain  Auckland  Warriors  at  Knowsley  Road  on 

Friday  June  6,  writes  Paul  Fitzpatrick.  ‘ 

The  match  will  be  covered  live  on  Sky,  which  wffl  also  televise 
the  games  between  Paris  St  Germain  and  Hunter  Mariners  on 
June  8 and  Bradford  Bulls  and  Penrith  Panthers  an  June  9.  World 
Club  matches  win  be  played  during  two  breaks  in  the  European 
Super  League  during  June  and  July/ August  The  final  will  be  in 
Australia  on  October  18. 

Hall  has  champion  in  sight 

DAWlENHAUAPre^eiitedbyanAcMllestmdoniiyuryfrom 
attempting  to  extend  his  record  afEngLish  national  men’s  singles 
badminton  titles  to  nine  atthe  start  oflast  month,  may  have  a 
second-round  encounter  with  the  Olympic  champion  and  top- 
cpcdorirttio  bolder  Foul-Erik  Hoyerat  the  Yonex  All  England 
■ Championships  next  week,  writes  Richard  Jago.  ■ 

The  draw  released  yesterday  points  to  an  eariy  match  between 

the  former  Burppean  champion  fromEssex  and  the 

BartfonUhtoWb—d  nang  in  the  world's  most  famous  badminton 

tournament  But  H&n  is  still  uncertain  he  will  befit  Ibr  tte^ 


Arena,  'lam  stffl  getting  soreness  fromto 

ahle  to  decide  on  TOetherlplay  until  the  start  of  next  wedc,  he 

said. 


Twin  title  challenge  to  Eubank 

CHRIS  EUBANK  has  been  cha^^toadp^jl^  ^wdown 

bytheBritishairiBuropeanli^-h^vy^rei^^^Pi^^w- 

fbnLAshley.  Failing-mat,  the 


American  Shannon  Laodberg  in  Dubai. 


World  Cup  gloom  for  Ireland 


World 


Lumpur. 
down&-l 
trick-  Lisnagarvey’s 


recovered  splendidly  from  1-4  to  beat  South  Africa  5-4,  and i Javier 
Arnau  scored  a hat-trick  as  Spain,  Olympic  nmneraupmAt 
lanta,tnrancedSwtoeriarKi4--i. 


driver  rather  than  a develop- 
ment driver. 

"I  don't  think  we  know  him 
well  enough  yet,"  Head  said 
“1  wouldn't  say  we’ve  seen 
anything  that’s  made  us  say, 
‘Ah,  now  we’ve  got  a good  de- 
velopment driver.’  I don’t 
think  that's  an  especially 
strong  area  for  him  But  I 
think  hell  know  enough  to  be 
able  to  work  with  Tim  Pres- 
ton, his  race  engineer,  to  get 
his  car  well  set  up  for  the 
race." 

In  Vllleneuve's  rookie  year, 
his  5,000  miles  of  pre-season 
testing  did  not  prevent  a 
series  of  disagreements  with 
Head  and  Newey  over  the  way 
the  car  should  be  set  up.  But  a 
consensus  was  reached  before 
the  end  of  the  season,  and  the 
past  winter’s  development 
work  has  been  largely  In  the 
Canadian's  haods- 

*1  think  Jacques  is  very 
good  at  it  now,”  Head  said. 
“He’s  very  bright,  good  to 
work  with.  If  we  say,  'Look, 
we’re  not  really  too  interested 
in  test  Jap  times  but  we  want 
you  to  do  this  or  that,’  he 
understands.  He’s  pretty  fo- 
cused Provided  we  can  give 
him  a reliable  car,  I think 
hell  be  pretty  good  this  year. 


Rugby  Union 


‘Tm  impressed  with  the  im- 
provement it  appears  that 
he’s  made.  He  probably 
doesn't  see  it  that  way;  he 
probably  thinks  he’s  been  the 
same  all  the  time.  But  we 
think  he  raised  his  game 
quite  a lot  through  last  sea- 
son. In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  he  was  not  a match  for 
Damon,  and  I would  say  that 
by  the  end  of  the  year  he  most 
certainly  was,  and  In  certain 
circumstances  and  on  certain 

team  at  the  right  moment?  “I 
think  so,  basically  because 
he's  very  comfortable  as  a 
racing  driver.  It  isn’t  some- 
thing that  makes  him  bite  his 
nails.  He  loves  being  a racing 
driver,  so  he  goes  around 
with  a grin  all  over  his  face. 
Provided  his  car's  running 
reasonably  well  he’s  very  pos- 
itive about  it,  so  he’s  easy  for 
the  team  to  respond  to. 

"But,  as  I say,  he's  a cocky 
devfl,  and  there’s  a part  of  his 

‘If  Ferrari  are  spending  $30  million  a year 
employing  Schumacher,  there  really 
is  no  excuse  for  putting  inadequate 
equipment  underneath  him* 

types  of  circuit  he  was  proba- 
bly a bit  faster  than  Damon." 

No  one  has  accused  VDle- 
neuve  of  lacking  confidence. 
“He's  fairly  cocky,  hut  if 
you’re  25  years  old  and  earn- 
ing a few  million  dollars  a 
year  you’re  going  to  be  cocky. 
You  can't  knock  him  down  for 
that" 

Can  that  confidence  lift  the 

character  that  may  upset  a 
few  people.  He  tends  to  be 
very  opinionated  and  to  think 
that  anyone  who  doesn’t 
agree  with  whatever  opinion 
he  holds  is  stupid.  I know 
this  sounds  patronising,  com- 
ing from  an  older  person,  but 
he  tends  to  see  only  his  view 
of  everything,  and  that.  I 
think,  just  comes  from  the 

feet  that  he's  25  years  old.” 

The  team  had  been  helped 
to  last  year's  double  champi- 
onship success.  Head  added, 
by  disappointing  perfor- 
mances elsewhere.  “It  sur- 
prised me  that  the  McLaren 
was  as  poor  as  it  was.  for 
instance,  although  their  en- 
gine was  pretty  good  And  Fm 
sure  it  surprised  Benetton 
that  they  could  go  from  win- 
ning the  constructors’  cham- 
pionship one  season  to  not 
winning  a race  in  the  next 

“As  for  Ferrari,  what 
strikes  me  as  odd  is  that  for 
ah  their  money,  which  is 
about  twice  our  operating 
budget  if  you  take  everything 
into  account,  they  looked 
somehow  really  flaky  on  the 
outside,  as  if  they  were  strug- 
gling along  like  a makeweight 
team. 

“They  didn't  seem  to  have 
enough  bits.  They  had  phe- 
nomenal gearbox  problems 
early  in  the  season:  some- 
times they  were  going  to 
races  with  only  three  gear- 
boxes and  on  Saturday  night 
they  were  crossing  their  fin- 
gers that  those  weren’t  frill  of 
cracks.  If  Ferrari  are  spend- 
ing $30  million  a year  employ- 
ing Schumacher,  there  really 


is  no  excuse  for  putting  inade- 
quate equipment  underneath 
him." 

This  year's  Ferrari  does  not 
figure  high  in  Head’s  predic- 
tions for  the  season.  “You 
never  know  until  you  go  to 
the  first  race,"  he  said,  "but  1 
think  the  pecking  order  may 
go  Williams.  McLaren,  Benet- 
ton. Jordan,  Ferrari. 

ft  ■ THINK  we'll  be  very 
■ fast,  but  I'm  not  yet 
■ confident  of  our  reli- 
H ability.  McLaren  are 
happy  with  their  test  pro- 
gramme and  I think  they'll  be 
quite  reliable.  I think  we’ll  be 
quicker  than  them  but  they 
may  be  pretty  quick,  quicker 
than  Benetton  and  Ferrari. 

*T  suspect  Jordan  will  be  in 
there  somewhere.  Their  new 
car  is  very  good.  They’ve  got 
young,  inexperienced  drivers 
who  may  make  some  silly 
mistakes  in  the  races,  but  in 
pure  car-speed  Giancarlo  Fisi- 
chella  and  Half  Schumacher 
are  very  quick. 

“It’s  more  difficult  to  pre- 
dict how  well  the  Ugier  or 
Prost  will  go.  because  the 
Bridgestone  tyres  appear  to 
be  pretty  strong  and  could  be 
a force  at  some  circuits,  if  not 


alL  In  wet  conditions  they're 
well  ahead  or  Goodyear  at  the 
moment.  I suspect  Goodyear 
will  close  that  gap  fairly 
quickly  but  1 think  Prost. 
with  [Olivier]  Panis.  will  win 
some  races  this  year. 

“I  think  the  Stewart  team 
will  go  well  too.  Their  car 
seems  to  be  quite  good.  I 
think  they'll  qualify  eighth, 
ninth.  12th.  something  like 
that.  Unfortunately  for 
Damon,  the  Arrows-Yamaha 
doesn't  appear  to  be  that  good 
but  I’m  sure  itll  get  stronger 
as  the  season  goes  on.” 

Had  his  team  missed  Hill, 
absent  from  their  winter  test 
programme  for  the  first  time 
since  1991?  “Yes,"  Head  ad- 
mitted. "Not  as  a develop- 
ment driver  — Jacques  has 
done  an  extremely  good  job 
there  — but  his  character  in 
the  team  was  very  good.  He 
got  on  with  people  and  he 
worked  well  within  the  team. 
So  in  that  way,  yes." 

But  Head  is  no  hypocrite. 
He  and  Williams  had  their 
reasons  for  denying  Hill  the 
chance  to  defend  his  title,  and 
now  their  judgment  is  on  the 
line.  In  this  least  sentimental 
of  sports,  a win  on  Sunday  is 
all  that  counts. 


No.  10  dilemma 
for  England 
and  Wales 


Robert  Armstrong 


ENGLAND  may  find 
themselves  facing  the 
game  selection  dilemma  as 
Wales,  who  will  be  without 
their  first-choice  fly-half 
Arwel  Thomas  for  next 
week’s  Triple  Crown  de- 
cider in  Cardiff.  Northamp- 
ton’s Paul  Grayson  is 
doubtful  with  a hip  injury 
while  Thomas,  the  Swansea 
No.  10,  yesterday  ruled 
himself  out  because  of  dam- 
aged knee  ligaments. 

Grayson’s  Injury,  which 
he  received  while  trying  to 
drop  a goal  with  his  left 
foot  during  Tuesday's  19-6 
Courage  league  defeat  at 
Gloucester,  threatens  to  de- 
prive England  of  a prolific 
goalkicker  who  has  scored 
163  points  in  his  eight  in- 
ternationals. The  selectors 
may  return  to  Mxke  Catt, 
who  was  on  the  bench  in 
the  23-20  defeat  by  France, 
or  perhaps  give  a first  cap 
to  either  Alex  King  of 
Wasps  or  Mark  Maple  toft, 
who  kidked  14  of  Glouces- 
ter’s points  on  Tuesday. 

“Paul’s  hip  muscle  has 
been  torn  and  there  is  in- 
ternal bleeding  bat,  if  it’s 
Just  that,  he  has  a fighting 
chance  for  Cardiff,”  said 
Ian  McGeechan,  Northamp- 
ton’s director  of  rugby. 
Grayson  will  miss  Sunday's 
league  match  at  Sale. 

F.ngland.  who  will  name  a 
squad  of  at  least  24  players 
today,  will  probably  an- 
nounce'their  team  next 
Tuesday. 

Both  England’s  half-back 
positions  will  come  under 
close  scrutiny,  albeit  for 
different  reasons.  Andy  Go- 
marsalTs  unsatisfactory  de- 
cision-making against  the 
French  may  have  tilted  the 
balance  towards  the  Leices- 
ter scrum-half  Austin  Hea- 
ley, who  won  his  first  cap 
as  substitute  in  the  recent 
win  against  Ireland. 

The  loss  of  Thomas  may 
Open,  the  door  for  the 
return  of  Jonathan  Davies 
to  the  championship  after  a 
nine-year  absence.  The 
Wales  *«»m  is  expected  to 
be  named  on  Monday. 


Rugby  League 


Fans  divided  over  Central  Park  sale 


Paid  Fitzpatrick 


WIGAN  yesterday  con- 
firmed that  they  have 
sold  their  famous 
Central  Park  ground  to  the 
supermarket  chain  Tesco  for 
more  than  £12  million.  Their 
next  major  task  is  to  sell  the 
deal  to  their  fens. 

The  leaving  of  Central 
Park,  their  home  since  1902, 
is  sure  to  make  emotions  run 
high,  even  though  it  might 
not  actually  happen  for  an- 
other two  years.  “We  are  not 
going  anywhere,  the  board 


Golf 


are.  We  are  Warriors  not 
wanderers."  said  one  life-long 
fen,  Molly  Jeffreys. 

That  view  would  probably 
be  shared  by  many  of  Wigan's 
older  followers,  but  not  by  the 
66-year-old  Harold  Heyes.  a 
shareholder  who  was  taken  to 
Central  Park  for  the  first  time 
when  he  was  three. 

“The  whole  essence  of  this 
thing  was  that  [Dave]  Whe- 
lan's deal  represents  slow 
death.  The  Tesco  deal  [after 
the  debts  have  been  settled] 
will  leave  the  club  with 
£8%  million,  and  in  control  of 
their  own  destiny.  The  Wigan 


Gordon  sherry  has 
been  acclaimed  at  Au- 
gusta and  hero-worshipped  at 

the  home  of  gbK  where  he 
rubbed  shoulders  with  Jack 
Nicldaxis  and  Greg  Norman 
and  met  a former  US 
President 

Yesterday  the  former  Ama- 
teur champion,  having  played 
in  the  US  Masters  and  the 
Open  Championship,  was 
struggling  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  harsh  realities  of  life 
in  the  lower  echelons  of  the 
PGA  European  Tour. 

To  his  surprise,  and  consid- 
erable relief.  Sherry  arrived 
here  In  yesterday's  early  hours 
for  the  Moroccan  Opai,  having 
accepted,  as  fourth  reserve,  a 
late  invitation  to  join  the  field 
for  the  seventh  event  of  the 

European  campaign. 

The  6ft  8in  Scot,  who  felled 
to  win  his  Tour  card  at  the 
Qualifying  School  In  Novem- 
ber. was  on  the  practice 
ground  at  Gteneagles  on  Tues- 
day when  the  call  came.  The 
shuttle  to  London  was  delayed 
but  he  caught  his  flight  to  Mo- 
rocco with  minutes  to  spare 
and  settled  baric  In  the  com- 
pany of  a television  crew,  as- 
sorted journalists  and  several 


Sherry . . . late  invitation 

other  professional  stragglers 
for  the  2,000-mile  journey. 

A brief  stop  at  Tangiers 
passed  without  Incident.  How- 
ever. Casablanca  airport  was 
shrouded  in  ft®  and  the  air- 
craft was  diverted  to  Marra- 
kesh. after  an  abortive  attempt 
to  land  on  a stretch  of  concrete 
which  some  passengers  were 
convinced  was  a motorway 
rather  than  a runway. 

Today,  with  only  the  sketch- 
iest  knowledge  of  a course 
hastily  reflrrbished  in  the  past 
six  weeks  because  of  winter 
floods,  he  will  play  his  first 
round  in  the  company  of  the 
unknown  Moroccan  Mustapba 
Sabri  and  the  equally  obscure 
Belgian  Arnaud  Tangenaeken. 

“The  things  we  have  to  do," 
mused  Sherry,  but  he  was  not 
really  complaining.  Profes- 
sionals in  his  category  have 
to  take  every  chance  they  get 

His  compatriot  Sam  Tor- 
rance starts  as  favourite  for  a 
title  worth  £58,000,  after 
recovering  from  the  gout  In 
his  big  right  toe  that  forced 
him  out  of  last  week's  Dubai 
Desert  Classic. 


team  itself  is  more  important 
than  the  location. 

“I’ve  seen  all  the  great  play- 
ers down  the  years.  My  senti- 
ments are  with  Central  Park 
but  the  only  logical  solution 
to  take  was  the  Tesco  deaL 
The  board  have  acted  in  the 
best  interests  of  the  club." 

Whelan,  the  wealthy  owner 
of  Wigan  Athletic,  had  offered 
to  buy  Central  Park  for 
£4  million  and  invest  another 
£12 'A  million  developing  it  for 
joint  use  by  the  soccer  and 
rugby  league  clubs.  His  plans 
were  accepted  by  a majority 
of  shareholders  in  January- 


Ice  Hockey 

Blaze  debts 
threaten 
play-off  spot 

Vk;  Batch  elder 


dgfcQLIHULL  BLAZE  may 

9miss  the  Premier  League 
play-offs  starting  next  week, 
after  yesterday's  announce- 
ment that  their  operating 
company  win  be  placed  in 

“creditors’  voluntary  liquida- 
tion"- The  Blaze  owner  Neil 
Ratcliffe  said  Solihull  Barons 
Limited  “is  no  longer  in  a po- 
sition to  continue  trading”. 

However,  the  Premier 
League  chairman  Paul  Biffen 
said  he  believed  the  club  were 
“restructuring  their  finances 
and  will  be  competing”. 

The  secretary  of  the  British 
Ice  Hockey  Association, 
David  Pickles,  said  Blaze  owe 
the  BIHA  more  than  £5,000 
but  “assuming  they  meet 
their  obligations  they  will  be 
allowed  to  participate". 

Kingston  Hawks’  Norman 
Pinnington  has  bad  the  rest  of  j 
his  10-game  ban  set  aside,  hav- 
ing missed  four  games.  It  was 
alleged  he  butted  Telford’s 
Mark  Pallister  during  a mass 
brawl  which  ended  last 
month's  match,  but  the 
BlHA’s  chief  referee  Nico  Toe- 
men  and  two  senior  officials 
watched  the  video  and  advised 
the  disciplinary  committee 
that  it  was  not  a head-butt 


But  the  board  claimed  that 
the  terms  of  Whelan's  100- 
year  lease  would  leave  them 
in  a "financial  strait-jacket". 

Whelan  is  now  considering 
his  options,  namely  some 
form  of  legal  challenge  to  the 
Tesco  deal  or  the  calling  of  an 
extraordinary  general  meet- 
ing at  which  he  would  fry  to 
have  the  chairman  Jack  Rob- 
inson and  Tom  Rathbone 
removed  from  the  board.  But 
he  also  indicated  that  he 
might  now  devote  bis  energy 
and  wealth  to  building  a new 
stadium  for  Wigan  Athletic. 

“What  they  have  done  today 


is  to  kill  Wigan  rugby  league 
dub,"  he  said.  “I  do  not  want 
any  part  of  the  club  until 
those  two  [Robinson  and  Rath- 
bone]  are  out.  I won’t  even  go 
to  watch  Wigan  again.” 

Robinson  said  it  was  a “mo- 
mentous" day  for  the  club.  “I 
want  to  nail  this  idea  of 
Wigan  being  cash-strapped." 
he  said.  "As  of  today  we  are 
probably  the  richest  rugby- 
league  dub  in  the  world." 

Wigan  may  “lodge"  for  a 
lime  with  Bolton  Wanderers 
in  the  new  stadium  at  Hor- 
wich  but  they  promise  they 
will  end  up  back  in  Wigan. 


Ski  Hotline 

The  Latest  snow  and  weather  m 

reports  from  almost  200  resorts  in 
Europe  and  North  America. 

By  phone  or  fax  call:  — 

0891  002  006 
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EUROPEAN  CUP,  QUARTER-FINAL,  FIRST  LEG 


Manchester  United  4,  FC  Porto  0 


Rampant 

United 


give 

Porto  no 


quarter 


David  Lacey 


European  Cup  quarter-finals 
the  players  had  shown  im- 


AT  LAST  Manchester 
United  have  found  a 

new  song  for  Europe. 
Three  goals  for  the 
English  champions  in  the 
first  hour  at  Old  Trafford  last 
night,  and  a late  fourth  from 
Andy  Cole,  left  Porto,  the 
dark  horses  from  the  Champi- 
ons League,  looking  like 
riderless  mounts  in  the  open- 
ing leg  of  the  quarter-finals. 

Reluctant  though  Alex  Fer- 
guson might  have  been  to 
carry  a torch  for  the  conn- 
try's  international  footballing 
aspirations,  last  night's 
match  still  represented  an  op- 
portunity to  see  the  Premier- 
ship’s standing  in  a new  light 
Certainly  Old  Trafford 
required  from  its  team  the 
sort  of  performance  to  suggest 
that  the  old  pre-Heysel  domi- 
nance over  European  affairs 
might  soon  be  restored.  True, 
Fenerbahce  and  Jnventus  had 
already  beaten  United  on 
their  own  ground  but  in  the 
three  months  which  had 
passed  since  Ferguson's  team 
had  ensured  its  place  in  the 


the  players  had  shown  im- 
measurably better  form. 

Porto,  conquerors  of  Milan, 
offered  a timely  yardstick 
against  which  Manchester 
United’s  present  ascendancy 
could  be  Judged.  But  the  ab- 
sence of  Keane,  whose  ankle 
injury  had  not  healed  in  time, 
from  United’s  midfield  did 
not  help  their  cause. 

Johnsen  took  Keane’s  place, 
with  Cantona  playing  off 
Solskjaer  and  Cole  as  United 
sought  the  goals  which  would 
take  than  more  than  halfway 
to  the  last  four.  Not  for  the 
first  time  Porto  left  Jardel 
their  tall  Brazilian  striker,  on 
the  bench,  whence  he  had 
sprung  to  score  twice  in 
Milan. 

Last  night  Porto  began  with 
Edmflson  and  Drulovic  giving 
them  their  width  and  Artur 
ploughing  a lonely  furrow 
through  the  mhhfUL  It  took  i 
barely  a minute  for  United  to 
be  reminded  of  the  opposi- 
tion’s pace  on  the  counterat- 
tack. Edmllson  made  a break, 

| his  cross  was  touched  on,  and 
only  the  alertness  of  Johnsen 
denied  Artur  a possible  goaL  ! 


Mr  . 


May’s  day . . . the  Manchester  United  centre-back,  right,  is  congratulated  by  Pallister  after  scoring  the  opening  goal  at  Old  Trafford  last  night 
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Cole  twice  went  close  to 
scoring  early  on  but  it  hardly 
mattered.  After  21  minutes 
Beckham  regained  possession 
following  a weak  corner,  Pal- 
lister nodded  down  his  centre 
and  May  forced  the  ball  in 
from  dose  range.  Almost  im- 
mediately Antonio  Oliveira, 
the  Porto  coach,  summoned 
Jardel  to  give  himself  an 
extra  striker. 


In  reality  Porto  were  in 
greater  need  of  extra  defend- 
ers. The  Portuguese  champi- 
ons’ uncertainty  at  the  back 
was  to  cost  them  another  goal 
before  half-time. 

In  the  34th  minute  one  of 
Schmeichel’s  huge  clearances 
was  helped  on  by  Solskjaer 
and  Cede  but  there  seemed  lit- 
tle immediate  danger  as  Aloi- 
sio  had  the  ball  covered. 


Aloislo.  however,  Huffed 
his  clearance  which  was 
blocked  by  Cantona's  knee. 
The  Frenchman  then  turned 
smoothly  to  beat  Hilario  with 
something  approaching 
disdain. 

As  Beckham  rounded  off  a 
sharp  piece  of  interpassing 
early  in  the  second  half  by 
shooting,  just  wide  of  the  far 
post.  Old  Trafford  savoured 


the  prospect  of  more  goals. 
For  United,  however,  it  was 
as  important  to  stop  Porto 
scoring  as  increase  their  lead. 

With  Giggs  and  Beckham 
masters  of  the  midfield.  Man- 
chester United  still  held  the 
initiative,  but  they  could  ill 
afford  to  waste  the  sort  of 
chance  squandered  by  Cole, 
whose  tame  shot  at  Hilario 
was  a poor  reward  for  the 


move  which  had  led  to  it. 

Not  that  a third  goal  was  for 
away.  Right  on  the  hour  Can- 
tona played  a long  pass  up  the 
touchline  to  Cole,  who  cut  in- 
side before  switching  the  ball 
out  to  Giggs,  who  had 
sprinted  into  a gap  to  his  left. 
Given  a clear  run  at  goal 
Giggs  did  not  miss,  beating 
Hilario  at  the  near  post. 

Eleven  minutes  from  the 


end  Johnsen  broke  away  with 
the  ball  and  found  Cantona 
who  sent  Cole  through  to 
score  the  fourth  goal  which 
surely  puts  Manchester 
United  into  the  semi-finals.  - 


■UnehMlif  Unltacb  Scnrovtcnei;  0 
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Richard  Williams 


Men  in  real 
machines 
versus  boys 
with  toys 


A YEAR  after  it  swiped  the 
Australian  Grand  Prix 


#%Australian  Grand  Prix 
from  under  Adelaide's  nose, 
Melbourne  still  can’t  quite 
work  out  whether  it  wants  to 
host  a Formula  One  race. 

Maybe  that's  not  so  surpris- 
ing. After  all,  the  Albert  Park 
circuit  lies  next  to  the  beach- 
front suburb  of  St  Kilda,  a 
somewhat  fly-blown  but 
thoroughly  charming  place, 
largely  dedicated  to  the  latter- 
day  manifestations  of  the 
alternative  society. 

Amid  the  fashion  boutiques, 
coffee  houses  and  New  Age 
bookstores,  a sign  in  the  win- 
dow of  the  Cafe  Goa  proclaims: 


“We  reckon  there’s  more  to 
tucker  than  price  and  taste. 
Practical  down-toearth  ser- 
vice. No  arrogance  or  grovel- 
ling and  bloody  cheap.  We  be- 
lieve Robin  Hood  was  rigrL’’ 

If  you  were  after  a defini- 
tion of  the  philosophical  and 
cultural  antithesis  of  Formula 
One  racing,  which  has  arro- 
gance and  grovelling  to  spare, 
and  plenty  of  robbing  from  the 
rich  to  make  others  even 
richer,  look  no  ftrrther. 

The  curtain-raiser  to  the 
i world  championship  season 
I will  take  place  on  Sunday  as 
scheduled,  in  the  teeth  of  oppo- 
I sition  which  seems  even  more 
vocal  and  active  than  last 
year,  when  the  race  returned 
to  the  city  for  the  first  time 
since  1956  in  a storm  of  envi- 
ronmental objections. 

The  Save  Albert  Park  move- 
ment is  in  foil  cry  once  more, 
still  berating  the  city’s  rulers 
for  allowing  a public  open 
space  to  be  closed  for  the 
event  and  now  wearing  its  in- 
juries — one  protester  suf- 
fered a broken  leg  after  being 
run  over  during  a midnight 
candlelit  vigil — as  battle 
honours. 

Carolyn  Hutchens,  the 
movement's  president  calls 
the  whole  thi  ng  "an  example 
of  the  crass  commercial  devel- 
opment of  parks  and  open 
spaces"  symptomatic  of  Mel- 
bourne’s civic  ambition. 
“Without  wishing  to  sound  too 


much  like  a female  chauvin- 
ist" she  observed.  "I  have  to 
say  that  the  madness  of  the 
whole  project  could  only  have 
been  envisaged  and  perpe- 
trated by  boys  and  their  toys.” 

Last  week  someone  poured 
diesel  oil  over  a fair  propor- 
tion of  the  circuit.  That  would 
be  serious  enough  on  the 
North  Circular  on  a surface 
carefully  prepared  to  produce 
maximum  grip  from  the  slick 
tyres  of  the  Formula  One  cars, 
it  was  potentially  cata- 
strophic. The  truth  of  the  orga- 
nisers’ claims  for  the  effi- 
ciency of  their  chemical 
counter-attack  will  be  known 
when  the  first  car  takes  to  the 
track  tomorrow  morning. 

But  the  funniest  of  the  cur- 
rent rows  Is  an  internal  one, 
between  Michael  Schumacher 
and  Ron  Walker. 

Ron  who? 

If  Schumacher  didn’t  know 
the  answer  to  that  question 
when  he  told  a local  news- 
paper the  other  day  that  he 
doesn't  consider  the  Albert 
Park  circuit  to  be  anything 
special  he  is  in  no  doubt  now. 

For  Ron  Walker  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  Australian  Grand 
Prix  Board,  and  to  him  the 
circuit  is  Monaco.  Monza.  Spa 
and  the  old  Nurburgring 
rolled  into  one. 

“I  expect  better  from  a 
sportsman  of  Schumacher's 
calibre,  who  I believe  earns  in 
excess  of  $30 million  a year,” 


Walker  said.  Then  he  got 
warmed-up.  "I  don’t  want  a 
bunch  of  good-looking  prima 
donnas  turning  up  to  compete 
in  our  race,”  he  raged.  ’1  want 
real  men  in  real  machines." 

The  world  champion  of  1994 
and  1995,  he  said,  had  yet  to 
prove  that  he  was  more  than 
“a  flash  in  the  pan”.  Accord- 
ing to  Walker  he  was  putting 
up  a smokescreen  to  disguise 
his  fear  of  the  threat  posed  to 
him  by  Jacques  VlHeneuve. 

Could  this  have  been  the 
Ron  Walker  who,  Invited  last 
week  by  the  Melbourne  Herald 
Sun  to  predict  Sunday's  win- 
ner. plumped  unhesitatingly 
for  Michael  Schumacher? 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,904  Set  by  Araucaria 


SURE  enough,  the  “row” 
made  the  front  pages,  pn 


wmade  the  front  pages,  pro- 
ducing more  publicity  for  an 
event  whose  1996 attendance 
figure  is  still  a matter  of  dis- 
pute, and  for  which  the  claims 
of  healthy  advance  sales  this 
year  have  been  arousing 
scepticism. 

Stm  there’s  plenty  of  room 
for  diverging  views.  Real  men 
in  real  machines  versus  hoys 
with  toys,  for  a start.  Schu- 
macher versus  V flleneuve  has 
a promising  ring,  but  if  it’s  put- 
ting bums  on  seats  that  Mel- 
bourne is  after.  Ron  Walker 
versus  Carolyn  Hutchens 
might  be  an  even  bigger  draw. 


23  A sitter,  but  it  isn’t  easy  (5) 

24  Former  Thespian  given  to 
milking?  (7) 

25  Breathing  space  for  holiday 
in  Yorkshire  dale  (7) 

26  Flute's  job  when  Spooner 
gets  more  genial  on  a 
drunken  spree  (7-6) 


Down 


Patrick  Head  intwvtaw. 
paoelS 


Across 

1 Lively  English  gentleman 
entertaining  producer  of 
honey  for  lunch  (7,2,4) 

10  Put  in  place,  inches  high?  (7) 

11  Name  for  female  arch- 
bishop among  people  of 

intelligence  fri 

12,1 9 Tutor  thrown  into  exclu- 
sive group  of  boys  (5,5) 

13  Victim  of  Jaws  (or  vice 


versa?)  should  listen  to  me 
during  the  day  (5,4) 

14  Terms  of  abuse  for  Insurers 
(5) 

16  Tain’t  Dior,  new  style:  maybe 
Christian,  old  style?  (9)  • 

18  Faintly  coloured  fence 
round  hole?  (4,5) 

19  See  12 


20  Snack  gives  half  a lift  to 
disordered  sense  (9) 


2 Cornish  castle  for  the 
Tempest  in  part  of  film  (9) 

3 Pain'S  in  fashion  (5) 

4 Havelock’s  Bronte  is  under 
45  inches  (5) 

5 A repetition  formerly 
profitable?  (4,5) 

6 Unapproved  characters 
bom  to  be  without  desire  (9) 

7 Provide  for  Beethoven  duet  (5) 

8 Curbs  with  chessmen  seem 
to  have  disintegrated  (4.3,6) 

9 Separate  with  package  that 
is  Integral  (4,3,6) 

15  Stud  for  shoe,  crazy  as  an 
orange?  (9) 

16  Thespian  Kate  finds 
arboreal  insectivore  (4,5) 

17  Root  9S  turned  into  very 
hard  stuff  (9) 

21  English  periods  first  to  do 
away  with  (5) 

22  Crowd  for  school?  You 
don’t  say!  (5) 

23  Argentinian  farm  labourer 
with  royal  heart  (5) 
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Only  £7,50  for  3 months. 
Hurry!  O ffer  ends  March  3 If 
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Stuck?  Then  coll  our  solutions  line 
on  0891  338  238.  Cats  cost  50p 
per  minute  at  afl  times.  Service  sup- 
pted  by  ATS  
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